
 

  

The Vision 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 12, Issue 11 November 2019 

   One More Chance!                                         Pastor Larry 

Recently I watched a film on television that I had not 
viewed for many years. There were so many sequels to 
the original Rocky that I had forgotten that the first 
installment was made forty-three years ago in 1976! 
Hard to believe! The movie was actually made by a 
small independent company for one million dollars, 
but it won world fame and an Oscar for the best film 
of the year at the 1977 Academy Awards. 
Rocky is considered by many to be the 
greatest sports film ever made. 

 

     You may recall the storyline. Rocky 
Balboa, a tired, older fighter has seen his 
best days in the ring. He has been beaten 
too many times by opponents, and has 
also been beaten by life. Then, unexpect-
edly, he gets one more chance to settle 
the score with his personal demons. The 
world champion, Apollo Creed, seeking an exhibition 
fight to enhance publicity, offers Balboa a chance to 
fight. Even though this is billed as an exhibition fight, 
Rocky realizes he is being set up as an easy opponent. 
Nonetheless, he accepts the challenge. 

 

     Rocky is determined to fight so well that even 
though he may not win the bout, he wants to go the 
distance, and not end up with his back on the canvas. 
He begins to train. He has many obstacles to over-
come. He is out of shape, not highly motivated, and 
has poor health habits. No one thinks he has a chance, 
except for a few supporters. Rocky is determined, 
however, and makes the decision to do what he has 
never done before – change his ways to accomplish his 
goal. In religious terminology, we might say that Rocky 
“repented.” In the end, Rocky is successful. He finishes 
the fight and, in subsequent films, will go on to be-
come the world champion. 

 

     There are powerful lessons in the story of Rocky. As 
we journey day by day through life, there may be 

times when we pray for the strength and resolve to 
just go the distance. At times we may feel like “old” 
Rocky, tired and short on "desire." Even more, we may 
want to appear as winners when, in truth, we are go-
ing through experiences that seem to beat us at every 
turn:  old wounds, distractions, unhealthy attitudes, 
and bad habits that keep us from growing in our faith 

and witness. Yet, like Rocky, there is still a 
spark deep inside, a desire that yearns to 
break free from what holds us back from a 
life of new promise and victory. 

     

     As we move toward the seasons of 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, let us remem-
ber that God seeks to bless us. I am not talk-
ing about material and monetary blessings 
but about gifts that flow from the Holy 
Spirit. These are the blessings of God's love, 

mercy, and forgiveness. The weeks ahead offer us the 
opportunity to come to grips with what we need to 
change in our lives. God invites us to bring our dead 
ambitions and withered values into the healing 
warmth of his grace and presence. There are times 
when we need to make intentional changes and to do 
a spiritual assessment not by our standard, but by 
God's.  

 

     Here is the challenge: Let us give to God all that 
needs to be turned around in our lives. Whatever 
holds us back spiritually—our attitudes, behaviors, and 
wounds—this is the time to do the soul-searching in-
ventory! God is always reaching out to us! This is the 
time of the year when we hear and respond to some 
of the deepest truths and traditions of our Christian 
Faith. We are urged to move, even struggle, from me-
diocrity in faith and practice, to that place where we 
can truly say, “I am a disciple of Jesus Christ.”  

 

     My friends, let us make this journey together! See 
you in church! 

 Pastor Larry 
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 What is UMCNEXT?                                  Pastor Daniel 
     

The United Methodist Church as we’ve known it, is at a crossroads. For 48 years United Methodists have been in 
conflict over the official position of the denomination regarding LGBTQ persons. 2020 will be a defining year for the 
UMC as General Conference seeks to come to a resolution.  On the 3rd week of September 2019, I attended the 
Leadership Institute held in Leawood, Kansas, on the campus of The Church of The Resurrection.  The focus of the 
event was aimed at helping United Methodist leaders navigate and lead through the next steps for the 
denomination by introducing the UMCNEXT plan. UMCNEXT is the Next Generation of UMC leaders who will begin 
with the vision for a reformed United Methodist Church that welcomes everyone into full participation in the life 
and ministries of the church, addresses the systemic issues of the current institution, and reclaims the spiritual zeal 
and creativity of our Wesleyan heritage with its union of both the evangelical and social gospel.  

 

There are 4 commitments of the UMCNEXT plan: 

 

1. We long to be passionate followers of Jesus Christ, committed to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity, anchored in 
scripture and informed by tradition, experience and reason as we live a life of personal piety and social holiness. 
2. We commit to resist evil, injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people, and build a church which 
affirms the full participation of all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, and 
abilities. 
3. We reject the Traditional Plan approved at General Conference 2019 as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and will resist its implementation. 
4. We will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Discipline regarding 
LGBTQ persons. We affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons, celebrate their gifts, and commit to being in 
ministry together. 

 

We were encouraged to prayerfully remain engaged as we continue a time of discovery about options for our 
future as a church.  Furthermore, I believe it’s fundamentally important to remain in open and active conversations 
with each other as we best determine what that future may look like.  We were challenged by Rev. Adam 
Hamilton’s words that in the process to become an “inclusive” church we ought not lay aside the main thing, that 
is, the transforming power found in the gospel of Jesus Christ.  As United Methodists, we are people of the head 
and the heart. John Wesley coined a phrase that I hold close to my heart and drives my passion as a minister… 
“Offer Them Christ”. 
 

 

Stephen Ministers are laypeople—Christian men and women—trained to provide one-to-one 
care to people experiencing a difficult time in life, such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or 
terminal illness, relocation, or separation due to military deployment.  Stephen Ministers 
come from all walks of life. They bring a passion for bringing Christ’s love and care to people 

during a time of need. Since 1975, more than 600,000 people from more than 13,000 congregations and other 
organizations have been trained as Stephen Ministers. 

The Initial Training covers many topics, including: The Person of the Caregiver / Feelings: Yours, Mine, and Ours; 
The Art of Listening / Distinctively Christian Caring / Confidentiality; Process versus Results in Caregiving / Crisis 
Theory and Practice; and Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly / Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving.  

The Stephen Ministry at Velda Rose UMC is rebuilding a strong team to serve the local congregation and our 
community at large.  On November 10 & 17, 2019, sign up to become a trained Stephen Minister. Stephen Leaders 
Marie Pettegrew, Eunice Tesoriero, Judy Dunn, and Bonnie Smith will be on the patio with information about 
becoming a Stephen Minister.  

What is a Stephen Minister? 
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 Slow down, and S-I-M-P-L-I-F-Y!                      Pastor Pam 

All I can say is that it is a very busy time at Velda Rose.  Our winter family is beginning to fill 
our pews again and new ideas are percolating, not to mention Charge Conference, a 
congregational meeting, and oh, yes, Thanksgiving just around the corner!   
 
It’s time to catch a breath, slow down, and begin to look forward to… jingle bells, tinsel and 
trees, luscious turkeys and yards of wrapping paper, shopping and dropping, mailing dozens 
of cards, baking and shaking and decorating, parties and planning, and oh, did I mention 

shopping?  Add special church services and practices and oh, what a nice restful time we will have! 
 
You know, it’s pretty easy to let Advent spin out of control and become just another time of secularized mayhem 
and over-indulgence.  Yes, even writing 200 Christmas cards could be considered over-indulgence! I sometimes 
wonder what Jesus would say if he could see what we have done to His birthday. 
 
It’s all supposed to be so simple.  A determined young girl, a frazzled carpenter, a tiny shelter, an infant child.  The 
Savior of the world doesn’t come amidst all the fa la las and plastic snowmen  (although the angels were 
harmonizing pretty well on that first Christmas night!). Instead, He comes quietly, when and where you least expect 
Him, in the star-lit night, the penetrating open hearts with a depth of love never known before. 
 
My prayer for you, dear ones, as we journey through this holy time of Advent together, is that you will find many 
times to catch a breath, slow down, and welcome Him home to your heart.  Because the truth is, if we stripped 
away the tinsel and trees, the luscious turkeys and yards of wrapping paper, shopping and dropping, dozens of 
cards, backing and shaking, and decorating, parties and planning, well, guess what?  Christmas will still come, the 
Christ child will be born, for one glorious night the world will shimmer in wonder. 
 
Ahhhhhh…  
 
Pastor Pam 

 
 

As we close in on the end of our Fiscal Year, I thought it important to give an update on where Velda Rose is in its financial 
picture. Despite the declining membership in Velda Rose we have experienced the blessing of increased generosity over last 
year. Year to date our contributions are up 13%, or $61K over the same point last year, totaling $413K. This accounts for the 
majority of our total revenue increase of $56K or a 12% increase over 2018’s $442K to $498K.  

Despite this improvement, we are below budget in both Contributions and Total Revenues by $55K & $59K respectively. We 
are into the home stretch of our giving season, and I am not necessarily alarmed at the variance from budget since this was 
the first time we attempted to seasonally adjust the entire budget. The effort to do that was merely using the 2018 monthly 
percentages of the annual actuals and applying them to 2019. 2019 actuals will give us an increasing insight to better 
budgeting going forward. 

Expense YTD are down $28K from the same point last year. This is primarily explained by extended staffing vacancies in 2019. 
The $559K spent year to date is $42K below budget, similarly explained by staff expense savings as well as diligent efforts to 
find less expensive sources for goods and services consumed in our operations. 

Analyzing the bottom line, our 2019 church operations have cost us $61K more than we have produced in revenue. However, 
in 2018 at this point our operating loss was $145K. (continued on page 9) 

October 2019 Financial Insight 
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November’s Family Movie Night: BREAKTHROUGH 

 
 
 

When her 14-year-old son drowns in a lake, a 
faithful mother prays for him to come back from the 

brink of death and be healed.  
 

When: Friday, November 15 at 5:00 PM  
Where: Martin Hall 

 Cost: Free 

Sign up: At the Welcome  

kiosk, or in the church office! 

 

     Recently the East Valley Tribune ran an article stating 
that the City of Mesa will be closing their 3 recycling drop-
off locations. The article stated that this was due to eco-
nomic reasons and the fact that people are careless and 
have contaminated the recycling bins.  
     Plastic bags are considered to be one of the main cul-
prits to recycling because they gum up the machines at the 
recycling plants. You can recycle the bags by bringing them 
back to the store where you got them. Also, these stores 
most always have the bin for what is called Film Recycling. 
They accept many other items; the green team has impor-
tant information so ask one of them for info. It will also be 
available in the Library. 
     The curbside blue barrels are also in danger of extinc-
tion. The City is contemplating taking away blue barrels 
immediately from customers who have thrown away large 
amounts of contaminated waste. Right now, the city gives 
these offenders three chances to clean up their act. To  
 

 

date they have taken away 190 blue barrels 
from these offenders and only six have asked 
for them back. If you live within the city limits 
you are fortunate to have this curbside recy-
cling program. Don’t lose it!  
     If you live in a County Island where quite a few of us do, 
we have no option but to use the drop off locations and 
this has put all of us in a real bind. WE DO NOT WANT TO 
THROW OUR RECYCLABLES IN THE GARBAGE. Call the City 
of Mesa and voice your opinion. If we all cry loud enough 
maybe they will listen. We are also open to any sugges-
tions or great ideas that anyone may have. Give them to us 
and we will take them to the City of Mesa.  
     FLASH!!! All closed as of October 3rd, 2019. The three 
drop-off centers that were closed are at Dobson Ranch 
Park, Country Club and Juanita and the East Mesa Service 
Center. 

 

The Green Team: Oh no! How did this happen? 

For Those Curious About Diana... 

She is doing quite well at Luther.  There are 7 choirs at Luther and Diana auditioned and made it into the elite Nordic 
Choir.  She is quite surprised that it has already begun snowing and it is only October!!  She is really enjoying all of the 
academic challenges and quality of musicians she gets to work with daily.  If you would like to drop her a note  please 
contact the church office for her address. 
 

If you send a care package… she is vegetarian… she lovvvvves chocolate chip cookies. OUR girl is doing amazing things 
and will return in December to sing with the choir as a soloist!!  (via James Yancey) 
 
OUR girl is doing amazing things and will return in December to sing with the choir as a soloist!! 
 
 



 

5 

The J.O.Y. Class: Sundays at 8:00 AM in Room B—led by Tom 
Ross 
 

* Study/Fall Theme: God    
 

This fall, our lessons focus on God, what it means that we are 
created in God's image, and what it means to worship God 
alone.  
 

Units: God, God the Creator, In God's Image, & Worship 
 

*** 

NEW HORIZONS: Sundays at 10:45 AM in Room A—led by Lee 
and Pat Nixon 
 

* Study/Fall Theme: Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a 
Living Faith 

Sunday mornings at 10:30 in Martin Hall—led by Jeff Ferm 
 
* Study: The book of Acts  
 
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy an interactive study of the 
book of Acts led by Jeff Ferm. The only resource you need is a 
Bible and your good humor. You’ll wait with the apostles to 
receive the spirit, walk the road to Damascus with Paul, and 
end up with a deep understanding of the early church.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

     Advent is fast-approaching and we invite you to join in the exploration of Isaiah 9:6, one of the most enlightening 
verses in the Hebrew Bible. The verse includes long held notions that describe the beliefs that would come to describe 
the anticipated Messiah. “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
     In this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles these questions about Jesus as the long anticipated 
Messiah: What were the expectations about the Messiah? Did Jesus fulfill them? How did or did not Jesus fulfill the ti-
tle of Messiah?  
     We will meet Wednesday evenings (November 27, December 4, 11, and 18) at 6:00 PM in Moore Hall. The study 
guide, Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study, by Walter Brueggemann, is available in the church office for $10.  

 

Religious Educa-

November Sermon Schedule 

An Advent Study – “Names for the Messiah” 

 
 
 

November 3:  All Saints Sunday | Holy Communion  
 

How Do We Celebrate the Gift of Life? 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15; Matthew 22:34-40 
  

Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

November 10: Veterans Sunday 
 

The Faith of a Soldier 
 

Matthew 8:1-10; Psalm 147:1-11 
 

Rev. Daniel Gómez 
 
 

 
 
 

 

November 17 
 
 

Rubble & Trouble 
 

Luke 21:5-33 
 

Rev. Pamela Wagner 

 
November 24: Thanksgiving Sunday 

 
How Do You Move An Elephant? 

 
Matthew 7:1-12; 1 Corinthians 1:4-10; 16:13 

 
Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 

 
  

November 28:  
Thanksgiving Day | 10:00 AM, Sanctuary  

 
 Are We Free?     Luke 12:22-34    Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

EAST DISTRICT ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION 

Our local Unit sponsored 
four members from our 

Executive Committee to attend the 
October 12, 2019 Annual 
Celebration.  The keynote speaker was 
Judith A. Nibbelink (Western 
Jurisdictional President of the UMW). 
Those members that attended were 
Billie Larime, Arlene Oisten, Grace Van 
Brunt and Tish Roberts. 

WESTERN JURISDICTION UNITED 
METHODIST WOMEN 

Calling U is the theme for this event.  It 
is being planned as a MINI ASSEMBLY 
with Ubuntu activities, workshops, a 
Native American cultural evening, a 
climate change action event and 
exciting worship around women in the 
Bible.   Dr. Katharine Hayhoe, one of 
the five top atmospheric scientists in 
the world will be the keynote speaker. 
Harriett Jane Olson, our CEO and 
Shannon Purdy, UMW National 
President, will share on United 
Methodist Women.  The place for this 
Quadrennial Meeting is in Tempe, 
Arizona on April 17-19, 2020. Cost will 
be $240 for the three day event. 
Scholarships from the local unit and 
from the Jurisdiction will be available. 
If interested, contact Billie Larime, 
President Velda Rose UMW. 

UMW NEEDS YOUR PLASTIC GROCERY 
BAGS 

The Western Jurisdiction United 
Methodist Women Quadrennial 
Meeting is coming April 17-19, 2020 to 
Tempe, AZ.  Friday is the Ubuntu day 
and one of the events is to crochet 
plastic bags together for sleeping mats 
for the homeless.   UMW members are 
encouraged to bring their plastic bags 
to each of the Unit Meetings and 
Circles until March 2020. An easy way 
to contain the bags is to fold them in 
half and lay 49 bags inside of one to 

carry them. 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
CONTINUES 

Starting in October, the BB&B will hold 
monthly meetings in room B, the first 
Tuesday of each month.   The 
November meeting group will discuss 
the Book “The Same Sky” by Amanda 
Eyre Ward. Bring a sack lunch and join 
us for a discussion from 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm. 

All UMW Readers participating in the 
Reading Program need to submit their 
records to Billie Larime, acting 
Program Resource Chairperson, by the 
end of November.  Billie will check the 
name of the book, the category of the 
book read, and the year it was 
recognized as part of the reading 
program. Books from years 2014-2019 
are eligible for a certificate.  Readers 
must submit their records on the 
appropriate form to receive a 
certificate of achievement in 2020. 
The categories are: Nurturing for 
Community, Education for Mission, 
Leadership Development, Social 
Action, and Spiritual Growth.   The 
UMW here at Velda Rose has 
purchased new books each year for 
your information and enjoyment. 
Please visit the Fitch Library each 
Sunday Morning during Fellowship 
Time or on Wednesday Mornings from 
9:00-11:00 am. Our new volunteer 
librarians, Jerry and Helen Pierce, 
would love to meet you. 

UMW BOOK REVIEW 

On Pluto (Inside the Mind of 
Alzheimer’s) by Greg O’Brien is from 
the UMW Reading Program and can be 
found in the Fitch Library.  On Pluto is 
from the category “Nurturing For 
Community”.  This autobiography by 
the author tells of his own fight with 
Alzheimer’s.  This disease is 
sometimes called “a death in slow 
motion”. I am sure all of us have heard 

of friends or relatives that suffer from 
this disease.  The author offers a 
blueprint for living each day with 
humor and faith. This is day to day 
living, not dying. This book contains 
strategies for caregivers.  We know 
that 5.4 million families have to deal 
with this disease in the United States. 
Scientists anticipate that this disease is 
increasing in numbers and should be a 
concern for all of us. 

RESPONSE (THE MAGAZINE OF 
WOMEN IN MISSION) 

On pages 8-10 of the September/
October issue of the magazine you will 
find an excellent Bible Study about 
“Rahab, the Ultimate Outsider” by 
Amanda Mountain.  This study is 
based on Joshua 2:8-11. Rahab is the 
ultimate outsider, prostitute and 
Canaanite living in Jericho. She 
receives the gift of grace and 
forgiveness, showing us that these are 
available to all.  After receiving God’s 
grace, she lives among the Jewish 
people. Rahab’s son Boaz marries 
Ruth, the great grandmother of King 
David, from which Jesus is descended. 
This is an excellent study for a Circle 
Meeting or personal devotion time. 

NOVEMBER POTLUCK LUNCHEON 

Inviting all women to our November 
7th, Potluck Luncheon at noon in 
Moore Hall.  Our program speaker will 
be Paulette Turner talking about 
UMCOR.  UMCOR is our United 
Methodist Church World-wide Relief 
Organization.  We financially support 
their work every year from proceeds 
of the Rummage Sales held at the 
Mission Warehouse. 

“Three things in human life are 
important.  The first is to be kind. The 
second is to be kind.  And the third is 
to be kind.” Henry James 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
President at Velda Rose 
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Cans of: 

 

* Mixed Vegetables 
* Fruit Cocktail 
* Sweet Potatoes 
* Pumpkin w/Condensed Milk 
* Pie Filling 
* Cranberry 
* 12 oz. Small Hams (Walgreens has sales on these.) 
* Green Beans, Mushroom Soup, French Fried Onions (for 
Green Bean Casserole) 
 

 
 
 
 

Boxes of: 

 

*  Potatoes 
* Stuffing 

* Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 
* Jiffy Pie Crust Mix 

 

Your help in bringing these items with you and placing them in 
one of the Grocery Carts by the Entrances to the Sanctuary will 
help give families a nice Thanksgiving and Christmas.  

 

The Trustees Committee met on 10/3/2019.  

1. Two new 15-Ton, high-efficacy AC/Heat 
Pump units were installed for the Sanctuary 
on 9/25/2019. We are keeping the old units 
for spare parts for the remaining units—they 
will eventually be disassembled and materials 
recycled by the Rummage organization 
volunteers.  ‘American Cooling’ (AC 
Contractor) will recover the R-22 Freon for re-
use in our other old units. 

 

2. The Trustees have been working with 
‘American Cooling’ on a plan to replace the 
Youth Center AC/HP which has failed and is 
not repairable. This is a very large old unit that 
originally conditioned the old Sanctuary 
Building. The Youth Center is now seldom 
used and only by an outside Group. It is, 
however part of their 2-year contract with 
VRUMC. We have found a cost-effective way 
to move the 10-year-old Library Unit to the 
Youth Center and replace it with a new more 
efficient Unit for the Library which sees much 
more use. (For more information, see the 
Charge Conference Packet.)  
3. During the AC review mentioned above, we 

discovered that the large Library AC/HP which 
also conditions a small work room in the main 
office is being used daily. So this large 15-Ton 
AC/HP is being used 6 days a week when it is 
really only needed for the Library about 2 days 
a week. We reviewed an option to install an 
inexpensive 1-to-2-Ton wall/window unit AC/
HP for the small office work room and are in 
the process of getting firm costs for installing 
this small wall unit and evaluating the cost vs. 
savings. 
4. Recurring issues with the 30 year-old 
Chapel AC/HP have now been repaired by 
‘American Cooling’. It required unit 
disassembly, multiple leak tests, recharging 
and eventual leak repair. 
5. Two Wi-Fi programmable thermostats, like 
those in the Sanctuary, are being installed in 
Moore Hall. They will be programmed to heat 
and cool only when needed – eliminating 
unneeded operation and electrical costs. 
6. Parking lot resurfacing of the oldest 
pavement, that north of and around the main 
Church building, will be done by ‘Regional 
Paving Maintenance’ in the next few months.. 
Schedule will be announced as soon as it is 
worked out.   
7. Tree and plant trimming, weed control and 
irrigation repairs continue to require many, 
many hours of work each week.  A long-time 
Volunteer, Ron Boysen, a group of volunteers 
from the Tongan Church service and Facilities 

Specialist, Marcus Bentley, have done a great 
job maintaining our aging landscape. We are, 
however, now finding issues that will likely 
require more outside Contractor help soon.  
8. The Trustees will continue looking for new 
ways to increase income from our large 
campus. We are also looking into limiting 
maintenance and repairs in some unused or 
seldom used areas (like the Youth Center) and 
the possibilities of leasing or selling vacant lots 
or other unused property. All ideas are 
welcome. Any promising ideas will be 
presented to the Church Council for 
consideration. 
9. Our insurer, Church Mutual Insurance Co., is 
making internal business changes and has 
started regular facilities reviews. They also 
requested an inventory of the contents of 
every room on our campus in order to 
maintain replacement cost coverage. Pastor 
Daniel and Duane Clark have agreed to work 
on a plan to get a group of people to help 
perform this huge task. We will be contacting 
facility ‘users’ to help.  
10. We are in need of several new Trustees 
members. The Nomination Committee will 
meet again soon. If anyone has 
recommendations for new Trustee members, 
please contact Rev. Norris or our Office Staff 
with suggestions. 
 

Next meeting: Nov. 7, 6:30 PM in Martin Hall  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

A WORD FROM THE PANTRY 

This article is written just before the sale; however, by the time you are reading this the sale is over.  Hopefully, you were in church the Sun-
day following the sale to find out how well we did. If you were one of the hundreds of folks responsible in any way for our continued success, 
thank you. We are thankful, too, for the number of volunteers who help with the sale but attend other churches.  This is a big event in the life 
of Velda Rose UMC, and a big fundraiser for both the United Methodist Women and the United Methodist Men. With our three services each 
Sunday, paths of people do not always cross. However, the rummage sale brings all services together twice a year; the camaraderie that is 
generated is amazing.  If you haven’t been a part of this event, plan to be a part of the next sale on February 27, 28, and 29, 2020.  Your help 
will once again be needed.  - Joan & Tim Most 

Did you know… Every Thanksgiving and Christmas our Food Pantry includes a Holiday Bag in addition to the Food Box?  
They include the following: 

THE RUMMAGE SALE 
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Called Anew to Follow –      
A Congregational Gathering 

Listening with Love: A Conversation 
When: Saturday, November 9, 2019 | 10 AM – 11:30 AM  

Where: Moore Hall 
What to Bring: Yourself, and a Willingness to Listen.  

We will be talking about our identity as a faith community 
who lives in a community. 

I n f in i t y  in  M u s i c  S e r i e s  
______________________________ 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
 Back to Church Sunday / World Communion Sun-

day, October 6 

 Charge Conference, October 17 

 Reformation Sunday, October 27 

 Reformation Day, October 31 

 All Saints Day, November 1 

 All Saints Sunday, November 3 

 Congregational Charge Conference, November 9 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING PROJECT: Christmas is coming sooner than we think.  Again, we are accumulating items to 
fill 500 Christmas stockings for children at 4 local schools. Circle 2 is again chairing this project.  As you travel, please save 
those unused lotions, shampoos, conditioners and soaps.  When you go to the dentist, please ask for extra toothpaste and 
tooth brushes.  McDonald happy meal toys are great for stocking stuffers.  We appreciate your support to make less 
fortunate children have a merrier Christmas.  Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
 

    Toothpaste and tooth brushes                          Small toys for stockings                          
     Cereal bars                                                       Crayons 
     Lotions (travel size)                                           Small story books 
     Shampoos and conditioners (travel size)       Stuffed animals 
     Soaps (travel size)                                             Cash to purchase what we need 
     Combs                                                              Coloring Books 
     Individually wrapped Candies (no chocolate, Hint:  Nov. 1st Halloween candies will be half-price) 
 
We will be stuffing stockings on Tuesday, December 10 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 608.  Mark your calendars to help.   
      
If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten.  Items can be left at the gazebo on Sunday mornings.                       

V e l d a  R o s e   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Change is in the air with the return of vibrant winter visitors, 
cooler weather, and the retirement of receptionist Mary 
Killgrove.  If you visit the office,  welcome new receptionist 
Berenice Sanchez who is a resident of East Mesa, and 
formerly worked for the State of Arizona.  While we are 
happy to see the winter visitors and cool weather, we are 
sad to see Mary leave, but look forward to working with 
Berenice.  Welcome to Velda Rose, Berenice!  
 

RED HAT LADIES: The Red Hat Ladies will meet for lunch at 
11:30 a.m. Friday, November 8th at Babbo Italian Eatery 
located at 10726 E Southern Ave, Mesa, AZ 85209, just west 
of Signal Butte. All ladies are welcome to join us. Please 
contact Arlene Oisten for reservations or for more 
information. 

 

Circle 2: Circle 2 will meet Wednesday, November 20, in 
Martin Hall at 1:00 p.m.  Please contact Arlene Oisten if you 
would like to join us.  
 

Circle 4: Circle 4 will meet Thursday, November 21 at 1:00 
p.m. in Room B. Program: World Thank Offering. All are 
welcome.  

Q: Why was the choir locked out of the choir room?  

A: They missed the key change.  (bah-dum-tish!) 

Dearest Velda Rose Members: We are in need of choir 
folks.  You do not necessarily have to read music as long as 
you have a good ear.  We are an amazing group of folks who 
gather on Wednesday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m.  Please oh 
please, come on out and join us in enriching the worship 
experience.  Come out, Come out, Come out, wherever you 
are!!!!!! 

 

 

 
Announcing the…  
Velda Rose Infinity in Music Concert Series! 

 

When the church purchased our beautiful Rodgers Infinity 
Organ almost two years ago, they had the vision that our 
sanctuary would one day be the setting for concerts by 
accomplished organists, as well as other fine classical 
musicians.  Through the generous donations of Robert 
Richter, this dream will come to life next year! Beginning in 
February, we are launching a concert series that will feature 
critically-acclaimed organists, accomplished opera singers, 
fine instrumentalists and outstanding collegiate choirs. 

 

The series will run from February 2020 through May 
2020.  It will begin again in September 2020, and run 
through May 2021.   

 

Stay tuned for more exciting details next month! 
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We’ll be visiting Queen Creek Olive 
Mill on Saturday, November 16th. 
Shuttle bus leaves the church parking 
lot at 11:00 a.m. There are 28 seats 

available—cost per seat is $3.00 per person. Sign up in 
the office only starting Monday, November 4.  
______________________________________________ 

 

Deck the Deck the Halls, Fa la la 
Hanging of the Greens! 

Saturday, November 30th at 10:00 a.m.! 
Meet in the Sanctuary 

 

The “Hanging of the Greens” Advent season is fast 
approaching! Last year our beautiful new tree was 
purchased and all the wreaths, poinsettias and 
trimmings were sorted and well-organized. We are 
ready! Sooooo, we need many “angels and elves” to 
appear to beautify and glorify our Sanctuary, Moore Hall, 
the Chapel, and ALL places in-between!  
(Ladder people needed, especially!) 

 

Please join us on Saturday, November 30 at 10:00 a.m. 
for the fun and JOY of decoration and munching on light 
snacks in Moore Hall. “Many hands make light work.”  

 

You may call Susan Kenyon, Brenda Monks, or Connie 
Zimmerman at if you can assist! Do not stay away if you 
forgot to call—just come and join the FUN and 
FELLOWSHIP! 
 
See you November 30 at 10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary! 

______________________________________________ 

So many events, so few drivers! If   If you 
are able to help with the van ministry, 
please contact Jim Kenyon. 

Join us as we visit Christmas lights 
displays around Mesa in an Old 
London bus Sunday, December 1st, 
& Tuesday, December 9th, 2019.   

We will be boarding the London bus at 6:00 p.m. in front 
of the church office. Cost to participate is $15.00 per 
seat—there are 30 seats available per date.  Sign up in 
the office only starting Monday, November 4. Deadline 
for full payment and signups are November 24th. 
______________________________________________ 

Christmas Pops Concert 

We have obtained 50 tickets for the 
Christmas Pops Concert, performed by the 
Salt River Brass, at the Mesa Arts Center on 

Sunday, December 15th at 3:00 p.m.  

The Salt River Brass decks the concert hall with an 
afternoon of holiday classics for people of all 
ages.  Embrace the wonder of the season and ring in the 
holiday spirit with a Valley tradition, The Holiday 
Pops!  Join us to make new family memories with a joyful 
and soulful blend of holiday favorites.  

The first 28 people who purchase tickets can ride the 
church buses, which will leave the church at 2 p.m. 
Others will either need to drive themselves, or use the 
Light Rail! (It stops directly in front of the MAC.) Tickets 
are $20.00 per person. Our seats are in the first 3 rows of 
the Mezzanine, and we have 3 wheelchair/disabled seats 
(again, first come, first served). 

Sign up in the office only starting Monday, November 4. 
Deadline for full payment and signups are Monday, 
December 9th.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 2019 Financial Insight (continued from page 3): The bright side is that our non-operating income comprised of liquid 
investments have appreciated $103K YTD, so we have been able to operate the church without dipping into reserves. Last year at 
this same time these same assets had only gained in value YTD to the tune of $35K so we had by this time hit reserves $109K to 
fund daily operations of the church.  

While the above has produced a potential increase in reserves via operations, we cannot count on investment accounts to regu-
larly take us over the hump. These performed extraordinarily well in the earlier part of the year, but actually have lost value the 
past 2 months. 

In the next couple of weeks we will send out Giving Statements to those who have made 2019 Pledged Gifts. In aggregate, as of 
September 30 the congregation is more than $28K behind what it pledged to give during January’s stewardship campaign. These 
gifts are the foundation upon which we rely. Please examine you progress of you own commitment, and if able, consider some 
special yearend giving to take us over our goal. 

Robert Burwell, Finance Chair 
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Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is on the podium outside the Sanctuary doors on Sunday. 
The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend they would like to have 

remembered in prayer. Contact the office with prayers during the week.  
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen  

Barbara Ellis 

Bart Gauker 

Carl Anderson Family  

David Guevarra 

David Soldinger 

Dominique Espinoza 

Donald Huisman 

Dorothy Coughlin 

Gail Mutcher 

Gene Christianson 

Geri Edson 

Georgia Musselman 

Glenda Veborg 

Herb Stowers 

Jennifer Lambert / Valerie Seymour 

Jim & Betty White 

The Krolick Family 

Lance Paulsen 

Lloyd Paulsen 

Liz Deyo 

Lyle & Marylou Wermager 

Maria Gagne 

Our Church  

Pam & Steve Hass 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Ron Hammitt 

Ron Kubicki 

Ruth Keilholtz 

Sunny Grover 

Susie Ulbrich 

Trudy Inglebright 

Zella Scheidler  

In need of prayer? Call head of the 
UMW Prayer Chain Ruth Mogen, the 
church office, or fill out the Prayer 
Request section on back of the Sun-
day services attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can accomplish 
much [when put into action and made effec-
tive by God—it is dynamic and can have 
tremendous power].  James 5:16 AMP 

 
Elizabeth Neal   9/24/19 
 

Jane Gerrard    10/03/19  
 

Bonnie Frandson 10/10/19 
 

Elizabeth Hallowell 10/21/19 
 

George Molesworth 10/23/19 
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Kulalita Latu         11/1 

Jack Good          11/2 

Hateni Mamatuki      11/2 

Virginia Mosier       11/2 

Larry Norris         11/2 

Pollie Gissel         11/3 

Marian A Lorenz      11/3 

Carissa Zamora      11/3 

Ray Haymaker       11/5 

Benita Clabaugh      11/6 

Steve Morgan        11/6 

Delores VanderWal    11/6 

Betty Drake         11/7 

Myrna Bowman      11/8 

Ellen Hossler        11/8 

Richard Staneart      11/8 

Phillip Hirst          11/12 

Daniel Gómez       11/13 

Semisi Ika          11/14 

Carol Zamora           11/14 

Louis Cavaleri          11/15 

Pat Nixon              11/16 

William Diedrich         11/18 

Tom Ross             11/18 

Boyd Arnold            11/21 

Nancy Schubring        11/22 

Merle Brenden          11/23 

Lillian Burley            11/23 

Ezekiel Gómez          11/23 

Joan Hartke            11/23 

Laura HohnBaum        11/24 

Sepa Koloamatangi      11/24 

Gwen Feick            11/25 

Rosella Zenter          11/25 

Delores Denny          11/29 

Tuitu’u Liku             11/29 

Jean Whitehead         11/29 

Roger Christiansen       11/30 

 
Dale & Sonja Smith         11/2     62 

Veryl & Ellie Kaiser         11/4     69 

Merle & Ann Marie Brenden   11/5     70 

Cliff & Judy Lowum         11/14    60 

Gerald & Janet DeLand      11/23    53 

Clinton & Lila Bartlett        11/27    64  

Also Celebrating  50+ Years 

 
 
Jim & Susan Kenyon      11/12 
 

Tim & Joan Most         11/21 
 

Jeffrey & Barbie Van Hoy   11/24 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 

To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The  
Vision, please update your mailing address with the 
Church Office. Thank you! 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

NEXT ISSUE: 
 

Items considered must be submitted  

no later than 

 Tuesday, November 12, 2019.  
 

Please e-mail Jessica at 
officeadmin@veldarose.org 

with your newsletter articles.  

STAFF LEADERSHIP 
Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:15 a.m. SonRise Worship 

8:00 a.m. Holy Grounds Worship 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship &  

 Children's Deep Blue Sunday School 

ADDRESS  
CORRECTION  
REQUESTED 


