
 

  

The Vision 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 12, Issue 12 December 2019 

      God’s Touch of Creative Love                           Pastor Larry 

  Here comes Advent and Christmas! Are we ready? 
Honestly ready to hear again the life-changing story of 
God’s love entering a broken world? How does Advent 
and Christmas come to you? How does it 
come to Velda Rose? Are we going to stop 
long enough from the rush and the roar of 
shopping and holiday activities to sense the 
pulse of anticipation and celebration 
contained in the Advent and Christmas 
mystery?   
 

     We need to remember that Advent 
means “arrival” and Christ arrives as a 
Savior to all people. He comes to every 
person in every land in ways that are 
familiar to them in language, culture, and 
geography. God’s love belongs to everyone! 
Ponder this reflection from a believer in 
India looking through the eyes of their 
world. 
 

          Art Thou a stranger to my country,     
          Lord? 
                      
          My land of black roots and thick              
jungles  
                    where the wild boar sharpens his tusks,  
 

          Where the monkeys chatter in the trees,  
                     and the peacocks shrill note 
                     echoes through the midst-clad hills;  
           

          My land of brown, caked river mud 
                    where the elephant and the leopard come           
       to drink, 
                    and the shambling bear with his dreamy     
         eyes sees  
                    the porcupine shedding his quills; 

 

          My land with its friezes of palmya palms 
                    etched sharply against the blue mountains; 

        

   My land of low-lying plains 

                    with its miles of murmuring paddy fields  
                    that stretch in undulating waves of green  
                         to the distant horizon; 

          

    My land of sapphire skies piled high 
                    with banks of monsoon clouds; 

           

          My land of stinging rain, of burning     
      heat, 
                    of dark nights of enchanting      
      moons 
                    that dance behind the coconut    
      fronds; 

           

          My land of tanks and pools 
                    where the last buffalo lie asleep; 

                     

          Nay, Thou art no stranger, Lord, 
                    for the wind whispers of Thee  
                    and the waters chant Thy name. 

           

          The whole land is hushed in trembling    
      expectancy,  
                   awaiting Thy touch of creative     
       Love. * 

 

     So it is in India. So it was in ancient Palestine. So it is 
today in every land! So it is at Velda Rose! We wait in 
quiet expectation for the touch of God’s awesome but 
humbling imprint on the human family. The love that 
came at Christmas belongs to all of creation! Let us look 
through eyes as those waiting to see God at work in our 
lives, in our church, and in the world. Let us celebrate the 
birth of the One who casts our vision to the highest hills 
and deepest valleys of the world.  
 
Merry Christmas! See you in church. 
 
Pastor Larry 
 
 
* (Citation: John Carden, Procession of Prayers: Prayers 
and Mediations from Around the World. Morehouse 
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Be Patient and Wonder in Awe                       Pastor Daniel 

     

Who came up with the idea of using nativity scenes to celebrate Christmas? Many 
might be surprised to learn that Francis of Assisi, the well-known thirteenth-century 
saint, is credited with creating the first nativity scene. In his book The Living Nativity, 
Larry J. Peacock examines how nativity sets, Advent wreaths, carols, Christmas cards, 
and other traditions encourage our hearts to slow down and prepare for the God 
“who bends low to enter our world and our lives”.    

 

But wait… Christmas is busy! There is so much to do!  Decorations need to go up as 
we prepare for the arrival of friends and family.  Oh, and what about the company 

Christmas party, the kids’ pageant at the school (or church), and the shopping and baking still needs to get 
done.   There is still so much to do, and so little time to prepare. We wonder every year how we’re going to fit 
it all in. But it’s not this way only at Christmastime. Some of us live our lives similarly the other 11 months of 
the year also. We consume so much energy going from here to there, accomplishing to-do lists from A to Z, 
with little room to pause and ponder.  Maybe that’s one of the reasons the shepherds were the first to hear 
about the birth of Jesus. They were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. It must have been quieter 
with their flocks than it was with the crowds in town who’d arrived for the census. In the midst of our 
busyness at Christmas and other times throughout the year, we need to take time for wonder, awe and 
peace.   

 

In the Pauline letters, Paul urges young Christian congregations to “rejoice always” in light of the new life they 
have receive in Christ.  These fledgling Christian congregations were waiting the soon return of Christ. Christ 
had come and had shown them the way. They were now on the way, following Christ, yet expecting Christ to 
come and complete his work, and bring his realm to glorious fulfillment.  Waiting and waiting, they grew 
anxious and began to ask… Where is Christ?  Why doesn’t he come and rule in glory?          

 

Paul’s response to them: “Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for the Lord’s return.”  Be 
patient!  Far from being a modest virtue, patience—specifically Christian patience—must be set in its proper 
theological context.  Paul continues to encourage them that in patience… there is peace.  

 

This time of the year comes with so many bright colors and decorations that remind us it’s a season of 
hope, peace, joy, love and Jesus.  However, it’s not always like that for everyone—there’s a darker side for 
others.  For some, this time can be a season of sadness, loneliness, and the painful reminders that we are 
missing our loved ones who have gone before us. These things can prevent us from truly enjoying the 
celebrations and traditions that we are constantly reminded about in stores and movies. Others might be 
wrestling with seasonal depression or obstacles in their lives that steal the “magic” of the season. 
Nevertheless, even in these tense and painful moments, it is important we hear the Christmas Story to remind 
ourselves of hope, peace, joy, love and of Jesus. 

  

As the author Larry J. Peacock motivates us, we are invited to slow down and prepare for God.  I do not know 
where you are emotionally or within your soul as you enter this Christmas Season. However, I do know that 
God is with you and God is for you.  I know this personally and through the story of Christmas, that God’s 
presence is within your reach. In his love he is pursuing you with his hope, peace, joy, and love. Jesus is near 
you, right this very moment and throughout this season, and he is with you in whatever is yet to come. May 
this time of year, may this season of Advent, bring us a new understanding of the angel’s announcement of 
Jesus’ birth: “I am bringing you good news of great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of David 
a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” 
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Blue Christmas is a quiet, more meditative form of worship for the season--an acknowledgement that all is 
not necessarily happy and bright for some of us.  The service has time for prayer and remembering, and 
finishes with the pastors making themselves available for private prayer.  This worship is designed for peo-
ple who may be mourning but is certainly a sweet time for anyone who just would like to experience 
something a little different. 

  
You are all invited on Sunday, 

December 22, at 3:00 PM 
to this special time. 

Renew the Joy and Wonder!                            Pastor Pam 

 
We’ve heard it all before--the mind-boggling conception, the perilous trip, the 

tiny stable, the angels singing alleluias and the stunned shepherds sent to their 
knees.  We’ve traveled this pathway before, this journey to Bethlehem. We’ve gone 
there so many times that we can just put ourselves on autopilot as we traverse the 
familiar terrain. 

It’s a good thing, too, because after all, we have so many important things to 
do before Christmas morning.  Gosh, we have to shop and wrap, bake and decorate. 
There are cards to write and parties to plan. It’s a good thing we can just sort of drive through Advent without 
looking out the windows, after all, because we know it so well. 

But why on earth would we want to put it so far into the background?  Think about it. It doesn’t matter 
how many times you make that drive up Oak Creek Canyon, or watch a monsoon sunset, or gaze into the 
smiling face of your grandchild.  In those cherished moments, as you trace the memories into your heart, don’t 
you just want to stop the clock forever? Don’t you long to return to those miracles time and time again, to 
renew the sense of joy and wonder? 

This season is absolutely a precious gift in itself, as our hearts trace the familiar pathway to the miracle 
of all miracles that awaits us.  A baby will await us at the end, a child whose birth changed humanity forever. 
Open your eyes, look out at the scenery, soak it all in, because soon enough, the season will move on.  But the 
gift will remain forever.  
 
May you and yours have a most blessed Advent and Christmas. 
 
Pastor Pam  
 

BLUE CHRIST-
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November’s Family Movie Night: WHITE CHRISTMAS 

 
 
 

A successful song-and-dance team become 
romantically involved with a sister act and team up 

to save the failing Vermont inn of their former 
commanding general.  

 

When: Saturday, December 7 at 12:00 PM 
Where: MOORE HALL 

 Cost: Free 

Sign up: At the Welcome  

kiosk, or in the church office! 

What:  Grief support group 

When:  Beginning Monday, Dec. 2, 2019 

Continuing:  Every Monday at 2:00 PM 

Who:  All who are grieving are invited 

Facilitator:  Pastor Pam Wagner 

Book recommended:  "Life After Loss" by Bob Deitz, available in church office for $8.00 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP starting Monday, Dec. 2nd 

Merry Christmas 
from  

the Green Team!  

Remember to keep 
our trees green  

and 

CHRIST in Christmas! 

Lessons from the Library: 
 

Christmas should come from our  
Hearts,  

not from the store! 

Thanks to our generous congregation we were able  
to help 4 local low income schools. Our donations  
are appreciated as you can see.  —Lois Benson 
 
To the Velda Rose Congregation: 
 
Thank you so much for the generous donation. The 
Stevenson community deeply appreciates your kindness  
and thoughtfulness. 
  
Krista Adams Principal 
 

*** 
  
Dear Lois & Velda Rose UMC: 
  
Thank you so much for the generous donation of copy 
paper, Kleenex, and sanitizer. We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and investment in our community. 
  
With deep gratitude, Krista Adams Principal 
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The J.O.Y. Class: Sundays at 8:00 AM in Room B—led by Tom 
Ross 
 

* Study/Winter Theme: Promise 
 

NEW HORIZONS: Sundays at 10:45 AM in Room A—led by Lee 
and Pat Nixon 
 

* Study/Theme: Five Marks of a Methodist: The Fruit of a 
Living Faith 

Sunday mornings at 10:30 in Martin Hall—led by Jeff Ferm 
 

*Study: The book of Acts  
 
Everyone is welcome to come enjoy an interactive study of the 
book of Acts led by Jeff Ferm. The only resource you need is a 
Bible and your good humor. You’ll wait with the apostles to 
receive the spirit, walk the road to Damascus with Paul, and 
end up with a deep understanding of the early church.  

 

     Advent is fast-approaching and we invite you to join in the exploration of Isaiah 9:6, one of the 
most enlightening verses in the Hebrew Bible. The verse includes long held notions that describe the 
beliefs that would come to describe the anticipated Messiah. “For a child has been born for us, a son 
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
     In this study, best-selling author Walter Brueggemann tackles these questions about Jesus as the 

long anticipated Messiah: What were the expectations about the Messiah? Did Jesus fulfill them? How did or did not 
Jesus fulfill the title of Messiah?  
     We will meet Wednesday evenings (PLEASE NOTE THE DATE CHANGE—the study begins December 4, then continues 
through the 18th) at 6:00 PM in Moore Hall. The study guide, Names for the Messiah: An Advent Study, by Walter 
Brueggemann, is available in the church office for $10.  
 

 

Religious Education—Adult Study Classes 

December Sermon Schedule 

There’s still time to join our Advent Study – “Names for the Messiah”! 

 
 
 

December 1:  Advent 1  | Holy Communion  
 

Are We Awake or Asleep? 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:8-14   
 

Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

December 8: Advent 2 
 

Are We a Crucible or a Quilt? 
 

**Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

December 15: Advent 3 
 
 

A Time for Wonder, Awe and Peace 
 

Psalms 146:1-10, 1 Thess. 5:16-24, Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Rev. Daniel Gómez 

 
 
 
 

December 22: Advent 4 
 

What Is Our Role? 
 

Matthew 1:18-25; John1:6-8, 19-28  
 

Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

Tuesday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
 

 

Where Is the Child? 
 

**Matthew 2:1-6; 10-23; Hebrews 11:32-40  
 

Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

December 29: Only ONE service at 9:30 AM  
 
 

Escape to Egypt 
 

Matthew 2:13-24 
 

Rev. Pamela Wagner 

 
November 28:  

Thanksgiving Day | 10:00 AM, Sanctuary  
 

 Are We Free?     Luke 12:22-34    Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

Thanks to our generous congregation we were able  
to help 4 local low income schools. Our donations  
are appreciated as you can see.  —Lois Benson 
 
To the Velda Rose Congregation: 
 
Thank you so much for the generous donation. The 
Stevenson community deeply appreciates your kindness  
and thoughtfulness. 
  
Krista Adams Principal 
 

*** 
  
Dear Lois & Velda Rose UMC: 
  
Thank you so much for the generous donation of copy 
paper, Kleenex, and sanitizer. We appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and investment in our community. 
  
With deep gratitude, Krista Adams Principal 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

DESERT SOUTHWEST 
CONFERENCE ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION 

Our local UMW Unit here 
at Velda Rose sent Grace Van Brunt to 
the Annual Celebration held at Sun 
Lakes UMC on October 26, 2019.  The 
meeting was to elect officers but also 
to explore the United Methodist 
Women Issue Priorities. Grace Van 
Brunt is our Vice President (Program 
Developer) and will be bringing us 
programs related to one or all of the 
following priorities:  Maternal and 
Child Health, Criminalization of 
Communities of Color, and Economic 
Inequality. 

UMW NEEDS YOUR PLASTIC GROCERY 
BAGS 

The Western Jurisdiction United 
Methodist Women Quadrennial 
Meeting is coming in April to Tempe, 
AZ.  Friday, April 17, is the Ubuntu day. 
One of the events is to crochet plastic 
bags together for sleeping mats for 
the homeless.  Bring your bags to each 
Unit Meeting and Circle Meeting so 
that we can contribute to Ubuntu day. 
We need you to contain the bags by 
folding them in half and laying 49 
inside one bag to carry. 

UMW READING PROGRAM FOR 2020 
STARTS IN JANUARY 

With the help of Pat Nixon, leader of 
the Brown Bag and a Book, 32 books 
were selected to be bought by the 
UMW for the 2020 Reading 
Program.  With the help of the new 
Librarian, Jerry Pierce and his assistant 
Helen Pierce, these books will be 
ready for check-out by January 2020. 
Later in the year I will be highlighting 
in Book Reviews some of these new 
books.  All members and friends of the 
church may use the library. Generally 
the Library is opened each Sunday 
morning during Coffee Fellowship and 
again each Wednesday morning from 

9:00-11:00 am. You need only register 
to use the library one time.  When you 
check out each book, use the stamp 
on the check-out blue card and on the 
pocket for the card secured in the 
book. Put your name and phone 
number on the card. You may keep the 
book for 3 weeks. Call the church 
office and leave a message for the 
Librarian if you are not able to return 
the book on time.  The librarian can 
then know when to expect the book 
back. Requests for books can be 
written on the notes at the desk. 
Leave the name of the book you are 
looking for, plus your name and phone 
number. The Librarian will make a 
search and call you. 

RESPONSE  (THE MAGAZINE OF 
WOMEN IN MISSION) 

The new addition of the November/
December issue of the magazine has 
arrived in the Library.  The entire 2020 
United Methodist Women Reading 
Program is contained on pages 28-34. 
If you like to read, check out the 
RESPONSE   from the library and make 
your own copy.  We no longer get any 
free materials from the Mission 
Resource Center as we previously 
did.  The article lists all the new 2020 
books and classifies them into 5 
reading areas: Education for Mission, 
Leadership Development, 
Nurturing  For Community, Social 
Action and Spiritual Growth. This year 
we will be buying other books that are 
more casual and perhaps more 
enjoyable for some of our 
readers.  You will hear more about 
that later in the year. 

RUMMAGE SALE GREAT SUCCESS 
(BREAKS RECORD) 

You may have heard how we broke 
last year’s October record for the most 
money raised for mission work during 
the three day sale (Close to 
$76,000).  We are very grateful for the 

continued management skills of Joan 
& Tim Most. We are frequently 
praised by our customers for being so 
well organized.   We self- evaluate 
each Rummage Sale and continue to 
improve. Thank you to the two 
hundred plus workers who volunteer 
each year. Especially, our Department 
Heads, that manage all the pricing and 
set-up all year round. The Bake Sale 
Department needed to come inside 
the building when the winds blew 
away the tarps.  That proved to be a 
very successful move and likely will 
continue next year. A very big thank 
you to Doris McMahon that organized 
with Harriet Stamm a very successful 
baking day in Moore Hall that supplied 
most of the Bake Goods sold. 

DECEMBER 5th POTLUCK LUNCHEON 
IN MOORE HALL  

The next Business Meeting for UMW 
will be held after the luncheon at noon 
in Moore Hall.  This is an important 
meeting to select our Velda Rose 
Officers for 2020. We also vote on our 
2020 Budget and give permission for 
the closing of our books for 2019.  One 
other thing we vote on will be the 
dates and speakers for the 2020 
programs. Grace Van Brunt will be 
presenting a special Worship Service 
and Community Building Project.  She 
is requesting that each person coming 
to the Luncheon bring a small amount 
of dirt in a Ziploc bag and one small 
stone. Come and learn how you can be 
the pebble that starts a ripple in your 
local church, community, and the 
world. 

Proverbs 31:25  “She is clothed with 
strength and dignity and she laughs 
without fear of the future.” 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW Unit 
President 
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Cans of: 

 

* Mixed Vegetables 
* Fruit Cocktail 
* Sweet Potatoes 
* Pumpkin w/Condensed Milk 
* Pie Filling 
* Cranberry 
* 12 oz. Small Hams (Walgreens has sales on these.) 
* Green Beans, Mushroom Soup, French Fried Onions (for 
Green Bean Casserole) 
 

 
 
 
 

Boxes of: 

 

*  Potatoes 
* Stuffing 

* Jiffy Corn Muffin Mix 
* Jiffy Pie Crust Mix 

 

 
 
Your help in bringing these items with you and placing them in 
one of the Grocery Carts by the Entrances to the Sanctuary will 
help give families a nice Christmas.  

 

The Trustees Committee met on 
11/7/2019: 

Attendees:  Rev. Daniel Gómez, Duane 
Clark, Tim Most, Howard Orr, Peg 
Snowdall, Gail Unruh, Marcus 
Bentley      Guest: Joan Most 
 
We welcome two new members to the 

Board of Trustees: Gail Unruh and 
Marcus Bentley. 

The outside Home School group that 
meets at the Church twice a month is 
continuing to use Madsen Parlor 
instead of the Youth Center, with a 
$100/month rent reduction. This is 
due to the failure of the Youth Center 
AC and a decision to not replace the 
AC / Heat Pump at this time.   

A motion passed to password protect the 
Wi-Fi programmable thermostats in 
the Sanctuary and Moore Hall to 
prevent manually changing the 
settings. If this is not possible, then 
we will purchase and install lock boxes 
on the thermostats. This is due to 
people changing the settings on the 
thermostats and now setting some to 
heat and some to cool at the same 
time. 

A second motion passed to install a small 
(2-ton) wall-mounted AC unit for the 
Office Work Room for a maximum 
cost of $2,000. Marcus and Duane will 

coordinate purchase and installation 
of the unit. Marcus has located a 
licensed contractor to cut the hole in 
the block wall – donating his labor to 
the Church. This will save considerable 
electricity, since it is now necessary to 
run a large 15-ton Library / Work 
Room AC / Heat Pump 5 days a week 
to condition the small Work Room.  

There was a discussion that concluded 
that the Trustees need to become 
more aware of the Church’s financial 
accounts, especially bequests and 
memorial funds. Duane will be 
attending future Finance Committee 
meetings. 

Marcus will contact SRP and the Medical 
Building tenants to get keys to access 
the utility rooms and the offices.  SRP 
has now agreed to remove existing 
Electrical Room SRP Locks and supply 
us with new locks with 2 keys to each. 

Duane will meet with the office staff to 
review and update the Medical 
Building rental contracts. Gail to help. 
After the leases are updated, we will 
negotiate the leases with the 
tenants.   

Daniel is working with Jessica and Marcus 
to inventory the contents of all rooms 
on our campus as needed for Church 
Mutual Insurance. They will take 
digital photos of all rooms and list the 
major contents. They are planning to 
complete this by December 12.  

The Cholla Quilters wish to have a holiday 
luncheon in Moore Hall on 12/6/2019. 
We agreed to their request and 
requested that they pay the standard 
after-hours charge for Facilities 
Specialist (custodian) to set up and 
reset the room.  

There was also a request by a member to 
rent Moore Hall for a wedding dance 
the evening of 12/6/2019.  We agreed 
to their request and informed Church 
Staff of the appropriate charges. A 
motion passed to approve the 
charges. 

Repairs have been made to the irrigation 
lines that water the trees along 56th 
Street and the bushes in one of the 
parking lot islands.  This was an 
inexpensive temporary fix, repairing 
the old decaying thin-wall pipe that 
goes under the pavement. Our 
Irrigation contractor advised that we 
should plan on a more long-term 
repair that they estimate at $1,500 to 
replace these very old crumbling 
water lines with heavy wall lines, as 
we are doing throughout the campus 
on an as-needed basis. 

The parking lot resurfacing is now 
scheduled for December 13 & 14 (Fri. 
& Sat.). Restriping of parking lines will 
be done on the following Monday.      

 
Next meeting: Thursday, 12/5/2019, in 
Martin Hall at 6:30 PM. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

Help the Pantry Make Holiday Bags! 

Did you know… Every Christmas our Food Pantry includes a Holiday Bag in addition to the Food Box?  
They include the following: 
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Holiday Covered Dish Dinner 

December 12, 2019 

5:00 PM 

Moore Hall  

Entertainment to start at 6:00 PM 
 

Sliced Ham & Lemon Chicken  

Iced Tea & water 

provided by the church 
 

Please sign up to attend and for covered dish to 
bring (according to first letter of last name): 

A — G: salads or raw vegetables 

H — M: pasta, potatoes, casserole 

N — R: Cooked veggies/vegetable casserole 

S — Z: desserts 
 

Each person must have a ticket  

and dish to join us for dinner.  
 

NO CHARGE: A “Free Will” Offering envelope will be 
available on each table to contribute to cost of meat, 

etc. You can sign up on Sunday mornings on the  

Patio and during the week in the office.  
 

Questions?  

Call Doris McMahon 

or Billie Klaus  

 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
 Back to Church Sunday / World Communion Sun-

day, October 6 

 Charge Conference, October 17 

 Reformation Sunday, October 27 

 Reformation Day, October 31 

 All Saints Day, November 1 

 All Saints Sunday, November 3 

 Congregational Charge Conference, November 9 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING PROJECT: Christmas is coming sooner than we think.  Again, we are accumulating items to 
fill 500 Christmas stockings for children at 4 local schools. Circle 2 is again chairing this project.  As you travel, please save 
those unused lotions, shampoos, conditioners and soaps.  When you go to the dentist, please ask for extra toothpaste and 
tooth brushes.  McDonald happy meal toys are great for stocking stuffers.  We appreciate your support to make less 
fortunate children have a merrier Christmas.   
Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
    Toothpaste and tooth brushes                          Small toys for stockings                          
     Cereal bars                                                       Crayons 
     Lotions (travel size)                                           Small story books 
     Shampoos and conditioners (travel size)       Stuffed animals 
     Soaps (travel size)                                             Cash to purchase what we need 
     Combs                                                              Coloring Books 
     Individually wrapped Candies (no chocolate) 
 
We will be stuffing stockings on Tuesday, December 10 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 608.  Mark your calendars to help.   
      
If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten .  Items can be left at the gazebo on Sunday mornings.                       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? Velda Rose UMC has a Foundation 
called the Velda Rose United Methodist Church 
Foundation. Its purpose is to receive, invest, and 
manage all kinds of property given to the 
Foundation.  For more information contact, Tim Most. 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN: The United Methodist Men 
will meet at JB’s Restaurant (NE corner of Power and 
Main) on Saturday, December 7, at 8:00 AM. All men 
are welcome.  

RED HAT LADIES: The Red Hat ladies will be going to 
lunch Friday, December 13th to Charleston's 
Restaurant located at 1623 S. Stapley Drive Mesa, AZ 
85204, just south of the 60. We will meet at 
Charleston's at 11:30 AM. This will be our Christmas 
gathering. In lieu of exchanging gifts, we will be 
collecting funds to donate to a local charity. All ladies 
are welcome to join us. Please contact Marj Troute for 
reservations /more information. 
 

Circle 2: Circle 2 will meet Dec. 18 for a Christmas Party 
in Martin Hall at 1:00 pm.  If you would like to join us, 
please contact Arlene Oisten.  
 

Circle 3: Circle 3 will meet Dec. 19 at Pat Nixon’s at 
noon. 

 

Circle 4: Circle 4 will meet in Martin Hall Dec. 19 at 
noon for our Christmas celebration. Bring Christmas 
decorations and finger food to share. Come and join 
us!   
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I n f in i t y  in  M u s i c  S e r i e s  

 

ORPHEUS AT VELDA ROSE: Orpheus Male Chorus 
presents its annual “Holidays with Orpheus” concert at 
Velda Rose Tuesday, December 10, at 7:30 PM, featuring 
traditional and contemporary holiday songs along with 
our audience sing-a-long featuring everyone’s favorite 
Christmas carols. For tickets, go to Orpheus.org. 

______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
We are one month closer to launching the "Velda Rose 
Infinity in Music Series".  
 

These outstanding musicians and groups will perform in 
our Sanctuary in 2020: 
 

February 9 - Leo Marchildon, Organist 
A professional organist, music director, film/theatre 
music composer and producer based in Prince Edward 
Island. 
 

February 23 - Legacy - Gospel Quartet 
This popular group has visited us every winter for many 
years.  They tour the nation with their inspiring message 
through song. 
 

March 28 - A Night of Opera 
Featuring three accomplished opera singers:  Samuel 
Loose, Melissa Solomon & Ryan Glover.  Accompanied by 
Mary Ellen Loose 
 

April 5 - East Valley Chorale 
A choir of 100 singers from 50 different Phoenix area 
churches. The Chorale performs a variety of styles that 
include traditional Hymns, Light Classical, and 
Contemporary Christian arrangements. This concert will 
be an evening of beloved hymns—including a few "sing-a
-long" songs for all to enjoy—and will benefit the 
Phoenix Rescue Mission. 
 
May 10 - Nicholas Schmelter, Organist 
A professional organist and composer, he is Director of 
Worship and Congregational Life at First Presbyterian 
Church of Caro, Michigan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Wednesday night community dinners and Wednesday 
night Bible studies will cease following the final  Advent 
study on December 18th. We will start up again with 
dinners and a new study (to be announced) Wednesday, 
January 8. 

 

MISSIONS WAREHOUSE HOLIDAY HOURS: 

The Missions Warehouse (Rummage Building) will be 
closed on Christmas Day and December 26 and 27 (the 2 
days following Christmas) and will also be closed on New 
Year’s Day (January 1) and January 2 and 3.   

 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, January 19th Velda Rose will 
be visiting Organ Stop Pizza! 

____________________________

UPCOMING EVENTS 

V e l d a  R o s e   

VRUMC 

& 

THE EAST VALLEY CHORALE 

WITH FULL ORCHESTRA 

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF  

DR. BRUCE COCHRAN 

PRESENTS 

A CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS LOVE AND 
HOPE 

DECEMBER 15, 2019  6:00 PM 
 

A love offering will be  

taken during  

intermission. 

 

Don’t be afraid! Listen! I bring good news, news of 
great joy, news that will affect all people every-
where. Today, in the city of David, a Liberator has 
been born for you! He is the promised Anointed One, 
the Supreme Authority!    Luke 2:10-11  The Voice 
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Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is on the podium outside the Sanctuary doors on Sunday. 
The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend they would like to have 

remembered in prayer. Contact the office with prayers during the week.  
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen  

Alan Burke 

Anna Bentley 

Bob Bonney 

Carl Anderson Family  

Carolyn L. 

David Soldinger 

Dominique Espinoza 

Don & Liz 

Donald Huisman 

Frank Dunn 

Geri Edson 

Jennifer Lambert  

Valerie Seymour 

 

 

 

Jan Armold 

Jim & Betty White 

John Bur 

John Burley 

Karen Burwell & Family 

Kathy Kasparek 

The Krolick Family 

Lance Paulsen 

Les Capps 

Lloyd Paulsen 

Liz Deyo 

Lyle & Marylou Wermager 

Marie Gagne 

 

 

 

Our Church Family 

Pam & Steve Hass 

Pat Pratt 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Roy & Tina York 

Ruth Keilholtz 

Sunny Grover 

Tim Most 

Trudy Inglebright 

Walter Schott 

Wille Nelson & Family 

Zella Scheidler 

Those affected by the CA fire 

In need of prayer? Call head of the 
UMW Prayer Chain Ruth Mogen, the 
church office, or fill out the Prayer 
Request section on back of the 
Sunday services attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can accomplish 
much [when put into action and made 
effective by God—it is dynamic and can 
have tremendous power].  James 5:16 AMP 
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Karen Taylor          12/2 

S. Louise Middleton     12/3 

Sonja Smith           12/4 

Barbara Murray        12/8 

Janet Batuk           12/9 

Maridel Spiegeler       12/9 

Marlene Fuks          12/12 

Gail Unruh            12/12 

Madison Leigh Vance    12/12   

Eunice Tesoriero       12/14 

Clinton Bartlett         12/15 

Judith Lowum          12/15 

Sylvia Morgan         12/15 

William Sitka          12/17 

 

 

Sherrill Weary          12/17 

Geri Edson            12/19 

Marilyn Heckman       12/20 

Don Sakshaug         12/20 

Bonita Lundin          12/22 

Ardath Flocken         12/23 

Imogene Hulett         12/23 

Anne Marie Knudson    12/23 

Cheryl Stalnecker       12/23 

Phil Garrison          12/24 

John Spykerman        12/24 

Robert Hina           12/27 

Larry Jackson          12/29 

Peggy Snowdall        12/31 

 
 

Brenda and Ray Monks 12/10 
 

Darrel and Odelia Boyer 12/21  

Also Celebrating  50+ Years 
 
 
 

Ted & Marceda Vail 12/9 
 

Charles and Ruth Anne White 12/26 
 

James and Sherrie Bludorn 12/28  

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 

To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The  
Vision, please update your mailing address with the 
Church Office. Thank you! 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

NEXT ISSUE: 
 

Items considered must be submitted  

no later than 

 Tuesday, December 10,  2019.  
 

Please e-mail Jessica at 
officeadmin@veldarose.org 

with your newsletter articles.  

STAFF LEADERSHIP 
Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:15 a.m. SonRise Worship 

8:00 a.m. Holy Grounds Worship 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  

ADDRESS  
CORRECTION  
REQUESTED 


