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The Vision 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 1 January 2020 

   Autopsy of a Deceased Church: Part 1                            Pastor Larry 

                It may seem somewhat unusual to write 

about death in the pastor’s Vision article. 
However, there is a book that caught my 
attention some time ago that I think you will 
find interesting, if not enlightening. It is 
titled, Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 
Ways to Keep Yours Alive, by Thom S. 
Rainer (2014, B &H Publishing Group).  

 

     We plan to have a four-week Wednesday 
evening study of Rainer's book in January. 
The following is a preview of what we will 
be discussing in the class. 

 

     The purpose of the Rainer’s book is to 
offer insight into the causes of death of 
fourteen churches studied by the author in 
the hope that “sick” churches may be able 
to gain insight into how they may prevent 
their own demise. Across our country, 
mainline churches are failing at an alarming 
rate. Many others are barely hanging on. 

 

     At a time when Velda Rose UM Church is 
carefully examining its own mission and 
vision, the insights of Rainer’s book are 
especially helpful. They are not presented as 
a full evaluation of any particular church, 
including ours. While Velda Rose is 
maintaining vitality in worship, mission, and 
other programs, Rainer's study suggests key 
markers that empower any church to reflect 
on their journey as a faith community. Here 
is what the post-mortem of deceased 
churches tells us.  

 

Slow Erosion 

 

     Decline, unlike growth, is usually slow, 
imperceptible. Members may not see the 
decline at first. The slippage is found in once
-vibrant ministries, the prayer lives of the 
people, the previously outward focus, the 
community connection, and the hopes and 
dreams of the members.  

 

The Past Is the Hero 

 

     Biblical truths, Christian morality, and 
primary doctrines were not retained, but 
members still fought for the past, the “good 
old days”. Dissenters left the church. Their  

mantra was, "We can respect the past but 
we cannot live in it." They clung to older  
worship styles, orders, and times, focusing 
on their own needs. They often said, "This is 
the way we've always done it, and that is 
what makes us comfortable” (p. 22). 
 

The Church Refused to Look Like the 
Community 

 

     As members move away from the 
neighborhood there were few attempts to  
 
 
 
 
 

 
reach out to the changing community.  No 
new local leadership was sought. The church 
became a fortress, focused on self-
preservation and protected from the locals 
who did not feel welcomed. It did not look 
"outwardly," and became increasingly  “self-
centered and self gratifying." (p. 29).  

 

The Budget Moved Inward 

 

     Follow the money and you quickly 
discover where the money goes, and so goes 
the health of the church. Financial death 
patterns emerge in failing churches and the 
members are often unaware of what is 
happening. Even as the church has less to 
spend, personnel cost are maintained; staff 
is viewed as personal caretakers and on call 
for members. Building and facility expenses 
“are reduced only as a last resort” (p. 32). 
Cuts tend to be from programs with 
outward focus, outreach and community 
ministries, which are justified by declining 
receipts.  

 

Like the rich young ruler in the Gospel of 
Mark, some churches die in spite of having 
financial resources. This seems ironic, but 
declining churches stop asking how they can 
use their funds for something beyond 
themselves. The financial pattern that 
emerges is greater use of financial resources 

to “keep the machinery of the church 
moving and to keep the members happy. 
Funding directed toward the living into the 
Great Commission and the Great 
Commandments” (p. 36) result in the 
maintenance of an inward focus which 
causes spiritual “heart failure.” 

 

Great Commission Becomes Great 
Omission 

 

     Dying churches forget the clear command 
of Christ, to “Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded 
you….” (Matthew 28:19-20). Action words: 
“go,” “make disciples,” “baptize,” and 
“teach” are in less use in failing churches. 
Deceased churches forget – or just stop 
depending on Christ.  They become fixated 
on the past, wondering what happened, but 
blaming others, and forgetting it was about 
hard work, prayer, and sacrifice. Then, 
paradoxically, if growth occurs, it might not 
let them stay comfortable with their 
preferences” (p. 42). 

 

The Preference-Driven Church  

 

     In declining and failed churches, personal 
preference of members is the focus. Self 
centeredness (what is in it for me?") trumps 
Christian attitudes. The true meaning of 
servanthood is forgotten. A self-sacrificing 
attitude as espoused by Paul is not found in 
dying churches. “…the attitude was self-
serving, self-giving, and self-entitled. It was 
about me, myself, and I” (p. 50).  

 

Pastoral Tenure Decreases 

 

     Pastors leave dying churches before their 
most productive, prime leadership years 
with the church. “For the majority of the 
churches, pastors came and went at a pace 
of every two to three years, especially in the 
two decades leading to the death of the 
churches” (p.55). New pastors come, receive 
a year of grace and optimism, but once they  
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 Christian Resolutions                                   Pastor Pam 

  Continued from page one: 
 

begin to initiate changes, membership 
initiates their departure; sometimes the 
discouraged pastor just leaves. For some 
pastors, conflict is worse than the 
inevitability of church closure, and they 
“go along to get along.” 

 

The Church Rarely Prayed Together 

 

     Prayer times are often limited to formal 
prayers during services, and grace before 
meals. People on lists are prayed for but 
members in dying churches do not come 
together for focused, sustained prayer. To 
the early church, prayer was their life-
blood, but not so much for the dying 
churches. 

 

The Church Had No Clear Purpose 

 

     In Philippians 1:3-5, Paul gives thanks 
for the church at Philippi because the 

people understood they were to live and  
proclaim the Gospel and tat was their 
focus. Dying churches develop "spiritual 
amnesia," and lose their sense of purpose. 
Over time, through a lengthy process, they 
began to die. “A church without a gospel-
centered purpose is no longer a church at 
all” (p. 75). 

 

The Church Obsessed Over the Facilities  

 

     In failing churches, arguments over 
facility use are common. Sometimes 
members split over things like who can use 
a room or whether or not to replace the 
old pulpit. It is good to be good stewards. 
It is not so good to obsess to the point of 
idolatry. We are admonished to be storing 
up treasures in heaven, not focusing on 
earthly things.  

 

     I am sure that you will agree with me  

that we never want to read the expression 
“R.I.P.” about our church! That being said, 
Rainer’s book is a timely reminder that we 
must be ever vigilant to our mission and 
vision in the place where God has placed 
us to represent his kingdom. The greatest 
sin of any church is to become irrelevant! 
We are continually called to honest, and at 
times, painful self-examination. God grant 
us the courage, resources, and desire to be 
his church!    

 

Don't  forget the Wednesday night study, 
6:00 P.M., January  8, 15, 22 , 29 

 

In the next Vision: “12 Ways to Keep Your 
Church Alive!” - Part 2 

 

See you in church! 

 

Pastor Larry  

 

    How many of your New 
Year's Resolutions will 
make it intact through the 
first full week of 2020? 
Will you get out there and 
exercise? Is the Keto diet really going to 
work for you this time? Can you handle 
texting less and talking face to face 
more? Will you stopped eating 
chocolate, or is that something you 
decided to leave for Lent? 

 

Most "resolutions" we make are self-
directed: get thinner, work smarter, be 
stronger, take control of our lives. We 
want to make changes that will help 
ourselves, improve ourselves, and bring 
us good feelings about ourselves.  

 

You know, Jesus said to be "in" the 
world but not to be "of" the world. 
Maybe we should start this New Year 
by being "in" a world where we make 
deeper, truer resolutions that are not 
purely self-centered.  Instead of our 
typical egocentric resolutions, what if 
we simply resolve to live a life that 
brings pleasure to God this year? What 
if we were all to resolve to so live 2020 
that in January of 2021 God will look 

back at our year of living and declare, 
“Your life brings me great 
pleasure.  Well done, good and faithful 
servants.” 

 

Seriously, could there be any greater 
joy than hearing those words? 

 

Remember how as a little child you 
loved to get the approval of your 
family? Piano recitals, school plays, 
science projects, Christmas and Easter 
pageants - all were at the same time 
fearful and fun. But for you to feel like 
you'd really accomplished something, it 
took a parent, one of your grands or 
that "special someone," watching and 
cheering, applauding and effusing 
"great job," "well done," "bravo," "I'm 
so proud and pleased." Or even just an 
"I love you." 

 

If the praise of our imperfect human 
parents could bring such a sense of 
satisfaction to our childish hearts, think 
how much more the affirmations of our 
perfect, all powerful, heavenly parent 
would mean to our life. 

 

The absolute best thing that we will 
ever know in life is that we have lived 

in such a way that it brings God great 
pleasure. So here are some suggestions 
to move into 2020. Let’s call them 
Christian Resolutions. 
 

 

Like Paul, let’s forget those things 
which are behind us and press 
forward with holy boldness.  

Like David, let’s lift up our eyes to the 
hills from which our help comes.  

 Like Abraham, let’s trust our God fully 
and in all things.  

 Like Enoch, let’s walk in daily 
fellowship with our heavenly 
Father.  

 Like Moses, let’s suffer for a time 
rather than enjoy the pleasures of 
sin.  

  Like Job, let’s be patient and faithful in 
all circumstances.  

 Like Joseph, let’s turn  our backs on all 
evil advances.  

 Like Gideon, let’s move forward even 
when it feels our friends are few.  

 Like Andrew, let’s strive to lead our 
brothers and sisters to Christ. 

 

As the New Year blossoms, my prayer is 
that we will ponder these things in our 
hearts and resolve to live a life filled 
with a desire to please the One who 
gave all for us.  Happy New Year. 
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 The Best is Yet to Come!                             Pastor Daniel 

 

I believe that Velda Rose UMC has been strategically placed in 

our community as a beacon of hope, a place of refuge and 

salvation, for all who are searching. The bible tells us “we are 

that city on a hill that cannot be hidden”.  At Velda Rose 

church, we are an anchor of refuge for the drifting souls and a 

guiding light to those who have been blinded by society’s 

rejections and abuses. We are called to guide and lead the 

way to a life of new beginnings, new hope, peace, and rest in 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  For the year 2020, we have a daunting 

task before us to which God is calling us. This work will not be accomplished by just a few though. It requires the 

whole community of faith at Velda Rose UMC. As the body of Christ, we have been called to faithfully participate in 

the ministries of the local church by our prayers, our presence, gifts, service, and our witness.     
 

In 2019, I witnessed firsthand the tremendous work that this body of Christ achieved through the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  We were able to accomplish many effective and life-changing opportunities for so many people in our 

congregation, our neighboring communities, and throughout the world.  Because of the UMW efforts and the many 

volunteers at the rummage sale(s), financial donations were made to UMCOR, UMOM and the Samaritan fund…to 

name a few. Early in the Fall of 2019, many school supplies were collected at the church and over 500 Christmas 

stockings were donated to elementary schools within our community.  Almost 1300 food boxes were distributed 

through the Food Pantry fulfilling the needs of over 1,000 persons. For 10 weeks, the church launched a small 

group for caregivers of those suffering from some form of Dementia or Parkinson’s disease. The Stephen ministry 

program was able to launch a new class for Stephen Ministers and we launched a new Grief class.  Women’s Small 

groups are growing through their bible studies and the Christian Education classes are attracting many more people 

before, and after the 9:30am worship service. Because of the dedicated efforts of excellent volunteers, the church 

offered a 5pm dinner and a book study at 6pm. The efforts for offering radical hospitality continued in the patio, 

and inside the library with coffee, doughnuts, and on occasion—McDonald’s McMuffin’s. 

  

As we look ahead to 2020 I share a quote from Thomas Cranmer: 

  

“As drink is pleasant to them that be dry, and meat to them that be hungry; so is the reading, hearing, searching, 

and studying of Holy Scripture to them that be desirous to know God, or themselves, and to do his will.“  

  

If you are planning to make a New Year’s resolution, may I suggest one that will delight your heart and satisfy your 

soul?  Commit to regularly experience God through reading and studying of his Word.  In 2020, I invite us to 

diligently invest time in prayer.  Prayer is the fuel for God’s mission.  Our lives will not have the power we need to 

complete our calling as a people, unless we are daily being filled by the Holy Spirit in our times of prayer alone and 

with each other.  We need to pray for our church to become what God desires it to be!  In our gatherings together 

on Sundays, in our midweek smaller group settings, and in our own lives individually, I hope that 2020 is a year in 

which we grow in our love for and our practice of prayer.   

  

 So what’s going to happen next?  The best… is yet to come! 
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LESSONS FROM THE LIBRARY:  

  

Family Movie Night: Hachi: A Dog’s Tale 

Friday, January 17 at 5:00 PM in Moore Hall 
 
 

From Academy Award®-nominated director Lasse Hallström comes HACHI: A 
DOG’S TALE, a film based on one of the most treasured and heartwarming true 
stories ever told. Golden Globe winner Richard Gere stars as Professor Parker 
Wilson, a distinguished scholar who discovers a lost Akita puppy on his way home 
from work. Despite initial objections from Wilson’s wife, Hachi endears himself 
into the Wilson family and grows to be Parker's loyal companion. As their bond 
grows deeper, a beautiful relationship unfolds embodying the true spirit of family 
and loyalty, while inspiring the hearts of an entire town.  
 
Sign up Sunday mornings or in the office during office hours (it helps give us a proper  
count for purchasing food).  

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP  

FROM THE GREEN TEAM:  

  
 
 

Save the date: April 19th, 2020 

 

 

 
 

Everyone deserves to be greeted with a SMILE!  

 

 

 A Foundation for the Future 

 

What:  Grief support group 

When:  Every Monday at 2:00 PM 

Where: Madsen Parlor 

Who:  All who are grieving are invited 

Facilitator:  Pastor Pam Wagner 

Recommended book:  "Life After Loss" by Bob Deitz, available for $8 

                                

 

 

What if you could invest in Velda Rose’s future? What if it was guaranteed to grow and give even more in the future? 
The Velda Rose United Methodist Church Foundation (to give its full name once!) was established to accept all kinds of 
funds and properties and to manage and invest them for the benefit of the church and the furtherance of its objectives. 
Only charitable or religious projects are supported so you know your donation will benefit Velda Rose’s future.  

 

The Velda Rose Foundation is only allowed to the spend earnings from its investments (unless otherwise directed by 
the Donor) and our bylaws specify only 15% of the yearly earnings can be spent. So your gift will not only help the 
church today but will grow to help even more for future generations! 

 

The foundation also acts as a rainy day fund. In hard times monies can be used as approved by the Foundation Board. 
Your donation to the foundation is tax deductible, a subject which might cross you mind this time of the year! All or 
part of minimum required distributions or other payments can be made directly through your broker. And please 
remember the Foundation in your end-of-life decisions.  
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The J.O.Y. Class: Sundays at 8:00 AM in Room B—led by 
Tom Ross 
 

NEW HORIZONS: Sundays at 10:45 AM in Room A—led by 
Lee and Pat Nixon 
 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS: Starting Sunday, January 5 at 
10:30 AM in Martin Hall—led by Jeff Ferm 
 

AUTOPSY OF  A DECEASED CHURCH: Starting Wednesday, 

January 8 at 6:00 PM in Moore Hall—led by Pastor Larry 

READING THE BIBLE FOR THE FIRST TIME: Starting Thursday, 

January 9 at 10:00 AM in Martin Hall—led by Pastor Larry  

 

 

Religious Education—Adult Study Classes 

Fulfilling God’s Purpose!  
January Sermon Schedule 

 
November 28:  

Thanksgiving Day | 10:00 AM, Sanctuary  
 

 Are We Free?     Luke 12:22-34    Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
 

C.S. Lewis said, “There are two kinds of people: those who say to God, ‘Thy will be done,’ and those to whom God 
says, ‘All right, then, have it your way.’ ” As redeemed children of God, of course, we desire to belong to that first 
category, “Thy will be done.”  

 

On Sundays January 5, 12, 19, and 26 the theme of our worship services will be Fulfilling God’s Purpose! We will 
learn how the Holy Spirit, working through Word and Sacrament, transforms us to be more like our Chief Steward, 
Jesus, who willingly poured out his life in giving and serving, ultimately sacrificing his very life for our eternal lives.  

 

As your pastor, I pray that each of you will take advantage of these opportunities to grow in the grace and knowl-
edge of your Lord that you might be strengthened in faith both for eternity and for a fruitful life here on earth.  

 

The particular themes for the four Sundays are as follows: 

 

Sunday January 5:  “Building Relationships”—Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 
Sunday January 12: “Witnessing for Jesus”—Rev. Daniel Gómez 
Sunday January 19: “Living as a Servant”—Rev. Pamela Wager  
Sunday January 26: “Giving Joyfully and Generously” (Commitment Sunday)—Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 

 

“Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, 
because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58).  

Starting January 8:  

Autopsy of a Deceased Church 
12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive 

The Book:  Autopsy of a Deceased Church 
 

No one wants to see a church die. And yet, far too 
many churches are dying. For more than twenty-five 
years, Dr. Thom Rainer has helped churches grow, 
reverse the trends of decline, and has autopsied those 
that have died.  Dr. Thom Rainer shares the following… 

The most pervasive and common thread of our 
autopsies was that the deceased churches lived for a 
long time with the past as hero. They held on more 
tightly with each progressive year. They often clung to 
things of the past with desperation and fear. And when 
any internal or external force tried to change the past, 

they responded with anger and resolution: “We will die 
before we change.”     
 

And they did. 
 

From this experience, he has discovered twelve 
consistent themes among those churches that have 
died. Yet, it’s not gloom and doom because from those 
twelve themes, lessons on how to keep your church 
alive have emerged.  
 

We will meet January 8, 15, 22, and 29 at 6:00 PM in 
Moore Hall. Books are $10 and can be purchased 
Wednesday nights, or in the church office. 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

UMW LUNCHEON 
MEETING  

DECEMBER 5, 2019  

Our local Unit of United 
Methodist Women here at Velda 
Rose UMC elected their 2020 officers 
and committee chairs.  We thank all 
these women and men for their 
service and continued commitment 
to “Faith, Hope, and Love in Action”.  

Leadership Team:   

Billie Larime / President 

Grace Van Brunt / Vice-President 

Karen Taylor / Secretary, 

Arlene Oisten / Treasurer 
 

Chairs and Coordinators:   

Kathy Kolbo / Nominations  

Mary Killgrove / Program Resources  

Grace Van Brunt / Spiritual Growth 

 K Roemmich / Education for Mission 

Tish Roberts / Social Action 

Lynette Dunn / Membership & 
Nurture 

Other Active Committees 

Sharon Soboski / Reservations and 
Name Tags 

Jill Prather / Cards and Cutlery Sales 

Elaine Wertz / Cards and Cutlery 
Sales 

Ruth Mogen / Prayer Chain 

Becky Guither / Directory 

Eileen Bergquist / Church Women 
United 

Joan & Tim Most / Rummage 
Managers 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
APPROVE NEW BUDGET 

At the December 5, 2019 meeting 
we approved our budget for 
2020.  We have added three new 
Mission Projects for the coming year: 
Hope Women/local help for women 
in need, Ethiopian Orphans/mission 

in Africa, and Mesa Youth Program/
local help for at-risk youth.  

 We are continuing to support our 
Local Community and Velda Rose 
United Methodist Church through 
the following mission 
projects:  Velda Rose Youth 
Camperships, Local School 
Emergency Funds, Velda Rose 
Samaritan Fund/Refugee Fund, 
Christmas Stocking Project for Local 
Schools, Treasures for 
Teachers,  Matthew 25:36, Church 
Women United, Velda Rose Food 
Bank, Kairos, House of Refuge, Duet, 
The Inn Project, Circle the City, Mesa 
Adult Literacy Council, and AZ 
Blankets 4 Kids. 

We have been blessed to be able to 
help many national and international 
mission projects that you may 
recognize such as:  Wesley Center/
Golden Gate Community, Justa 
Center, Starbright Foundation, 
UMOM,UMC Nomads, International 
Missions, Lura Turner House, Native 
American Indian Program, UMCOR, 
and Justice for our Neighbors,  

All 2019 budget items were paid in 
full, due to a very successful 2019 
October Rummage Sale and the 
removal of two projects that were 
not in operation at the end of 
2019.   We anticipate in our 2020 
budget to be able to support 
$83,000 worth of mission work 
projects as identified above. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
READING PROGRAM 

New books have arrived at the Fitch 
Library this week and should be 
ready for check-out by January 
2020.  Ten UMW members have 
turned in records to support a 
Reading Certificate to be awarded 
this coming February 2020.   Next 

month the Program Resource 
Secretary will be announcing the 
complete list of new books for the 
Brown Bag and a Book Club.  Fitch 
Library is available for book check-
out each Sunday morning during 
Coffee Fellowship and each 
Wednesday morning from 9-11 am. 

RESPONSE (THE MAGAZINE OF 
WOMEN IN MISSION) 

The new addition of the November/
December issue of the magazine is 
currently available in the Fitch 
Library.  On pp. 8-10 is the article 
“World Thank Offering: A Light for 
the World to See” by Janet Wolf and 
Alisha Gordon.  Yearly, we women at 
Velda Rose take time for a World 
Thank Offering to be taken up in 
each UMW Circle Meeting. This 
article clearly explains why we take 
time to observe this ritual 
yearly.  Our call to be the body of 
Christ to eradicate injustices in the 
world is a weighty task, but we know 
that every gift we share has impact.  

JANUARY 9TH, UMW POTLUCK 
LUNCHEON 

Our annual installation of officers 
will occur at the Potluck Luncheon in 
Moore Hall at 12:00 noon.  Every 
woman of the church is invited to 
join us to celebrate. Our District 
mentor, Linda Munsil, will present 
the program.  We encourage you to 
provide your own table service as a 
means of helping to reduce 
waste.  Hostesses for this event will 
be the UMW Executive Committee 
members. 

Proverbs 31:30 “Charm is deceptive, 
and beauty does not last; but a 
woman who fears the Lord will be 
greatly praised.” 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
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The Trustees Committee met on 12/5/2019: 

Attendees:  Rev. Larry Norris, Duane Clark, Howard Orr, Peg 
Snowdall, Gail Unruh, Marcus Bentley 
 

1. A new Medical Company is planning to take over the 
Lease on the 3 Suites of the Medical Building currently 
rented by a single Doctor. A new Lease agreement for this 
new tenant was prepared and is currently being reviewed by 
others within the Church. 
 

2.   The Trustees Budget estimate for 2020 was assembled 
and supplied to Finance. 
 

3. The parking lot resurfacing that was scheduled for 
December 13 & 14 was delayed due to the heavy rains and 
Church Holiday activities. It will be rescheduled in early  
2020.  

 
 
4. Marcus has installed a new outdoor LED light in front of 
the Church Office. He will also be installing lights under the 
covered parking structure when time is available. A motion 
was passed to purchase LED bulbs to replace fluorescent 
tubes as needed around the campus. This will require 
removing old ballasts and rewiring each fixture. 
 

5.     Church Insurance Policy is being reviewed. 
 
 
Next meeting: Thursday, 1/2/2020, in Martin Hall at 6:30 
PM.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 

Thank you for your very warm 
welcome.  I promise to do the 
very best that I can to continue 
Velda Rose UMC’s long-time 
reputation for excellence in 
choral and handbell music! 

 

Just a little about myself.  I 
began my career in professional 
church music at Bethel 
Methodist Church, 7th St. & 
Osborn Road in Phoenix, as a 
high school sophomore in 
1963.  The Organist was in an 
auto accident that severely 
injured her back resulting in 6-
months in traction.  I was asked 
if I would like to play the organ, 
and, of course, I said yes! I 
always sat next to the organist 
while she played the Postlude 
transfixed by the sound, playing 
more than one keyboard, and of 
the course, playing “the sticks” 
with her feet!  I added Choir to 
my resume two years later at 
Capital Methodist Church along 
with the organ. My major in 
college – ASU – was Organ 
Performance. 

 

A friend invited me to hear a 
concert at ASU during the 

summer of 1973 where the top 
handbell team in Great Britain, 
the Thurlstone Ringers gave a 
concert.  I was completely blown 
away – 9 men ringing a couple of 
hundred bells!! My church back 
then, Mount of Olives Lutheran, 
purchased a set of bells that 
same year, and our first 
performance was Christmas Eve, 
1973.  I kept adding bells and 
ringers for the next 17 years and 
we ended up with 5 octaves plus 
3 additional octaves of handbells 
and 3 octaves of Malmark 
Choirchimes all rung by 5 choirs 
ranging in age from kindergarten 
to Senior Adults.  Our touring 
choir – made up of high school 
and Jr Hi ringers (The MOO 
Ringers - short for Mt of Olives) 
toured annually throughout the 
country, including a 28-day 
national tour with a group from 
Tucson, as the Grand Canyon 
State Ringers. 

 

I am very excited to be here at 
Velda Rose UMC working with 
two very good friends of mine, 
both outstanding musicians, 
Mary Ellen Loose and Robert 

Richter.  We will begin Choir 
Rehearsals on Wednesday, 
January 8 from 6:45-8:00. The 
Choir will sing on Sunday, 
January 19 for the first time in 
2020. Handbells will begin on 
Wednesday, January 15 from 
5:30-6:30. 

 

There are no auditions for the 
Choir.  All I ask is that you can 
sing on pitch – or at least close 
to it – and can read music – at 
least a little.  I’ll take care of the 
rest. We will take those that 
come and we will become the 
very best Choir that we can be, 
with a focus on who we are 
doing this for – our 
Congregation and ultimately, 
our God – and having fun at the 
same time!  I learned a long time 
ago, especially working with 
volunteers, that if you don’t 
have fun, it simply ain’t worth 
doing!!  So I invite all who can 
sing, and all who would like to 
sing!  Of course, if you all come, 
we can’t get you all in the Choir 
room, but we will figure that out 
later!  ☺  In the meantime, those 
who can, please come and see 

what the fun is all about! 

 

Handbells, this is a little 
different that the Choir.  For 
now, I really need those who are 
already experience in ringing 
bells, maybe along with those 
who are fluent music readers/
pianists, etc.  In the future, we 
may add other handbell groups, 
but for now, I really need to just 
“get my feet wet” with who 
already have. 
 
Again, thanks for your warm 
welcome!  I promise to give this 
church the very best that I 
have.  I you have any questions 
or comments, please let me 
know. I would love to talk with 
you. 
 
Blessings and all good things – 
including great music - to you in 
the new year, 
 
Doug 
Douglas J Benton,  
Bellmaster and Choir Director 

Choralmusic@veldarose.org 

BELLS & VOICES 
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CHURCH HAPPENINGS 

UPCOMING DATES 
 
 Back to Church Sunday / World Communion Sun-

day, October 6 

 Charge Conference, October 17 

 Reformation Sunday, October 27 

 Reformation Day, October 31 

 All Saints Day, November 1 

 All Saints Sunday, November 3 

 Congregational Charge Conference, November 9 

 
 
 

Thanks to all of you who supported our Christmas Stocking Project.  We stuffed and delivered a total of 507 full Christmas 
Stockings to Jefferson Elementary, Stevenson Elementary, Sousa Elementary, and Taft Elementary.  You made Christmas 
a lot merrier for these young children.   
 

Merry Christmas to all,  

Arlene Oisten, Christmas Stocking Coordinator 
 

 
 

It is TAX Time.  The Velda Rose United Methodist Church (VRUMC) Foundation wants you to know that you can 
electronically transfer conventional IRAs (eligible for MRDs) from your brokerage directly to the VRUMC Foundation 
for TAX-FREE withdrawals.  You must be 70.5+ years according to IRS Tax Code and the IRA must be directly assigned to a 
qualified charity (VRUMC Foundation).  If you need assistance, please check with the Church Office and/or consult you 
financial advisor. 

VELDA ROSE UMC FOUNDATION: 

CHRISTMAS STOCKING PROJECT:  

 

Could You Be a Caring Connector? 
Pastor Pam is putting together a group of caring folks who 
would be willing to make monthly calls to folks who are 
homebound or just need the caring contact.  Could you be 
one of them? It is a blessing to be able to be in connection 
with our folks at home—both for them and for you! Please 
call Pastor Pam if you are interested.  She is making a list 
and checking it twice! The team will meet in late January for 
simple instructions and we will begin making calls in 
February.   
Thanks! 
 
New Member Class  

If you are interested in becoming a member of Velda 
Rose United Methodist Church, or simply want to learn 
more about the United Methodist Church, you are 
cordially invited to attend a new member orientation, 
scheduled for Tuesday evening, January 28, 2020, from 
6:00-8:30 PM. We will discuss aspects of United 
Methodist history, beliefs, and polity. We will also learn 
about the history of Velda Rose. There will be plenty of 
time for questions! Your pastors will lead the class. A light 
meal will be served. Please call the church (Ph. 480-832-
2111) if you would like more information, and let us 
know if you will be attending no later than Monday, 
January 20, 2020. 
 
DID YOU KNOW... 
That only a portion of the interest income of the Velda Rose 
United Methodist Church Foundation is available for 
distribution to church projects.  This allows your 
contributions to grow each year, forever.  For more 
information contact, Tim Most. 
 
 

Rummage Sale 

The February Rummage Sale will be held on February 27-
29.  Since we have only a short time between the October 
sale and the one coming in February, now is the time to 
clean out those closets, drawers, storage sheds, and 
garages.  We need the merchandise if we are going to set a 
new sales record. Flyers are available in the church office, at 
the gazebo on Sunday, and at the UMW Missions 
Warehouse (Rummage Building) Monday through Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.  Help spread the word of the sale by 
handing out flyers to your friends and neighbors. 
Chairpersons Needed 

The A & E Department is still looking for a chairperson.  This 
department has the CDs, DVDs, office supplies, gift bags, 
greeting cards, wrapping paper, music, magazines, 
etc.  Several people help in this department; however, it 
needs a leader. The Bake Sale needs a new chairperson.   
If you are interested in heading up either the bake sale or A 
& E, please contact Joan Most  
Help Needed Now 

The Hardware department needs help now.  If you are 
familiar with hardware type items and would like to help 
sort stuff in that department, come in and volunteer.  The A
-Team can use people who are willing to help with pickups 
(especially Monday, Tuesday or Friday).  They also recycle a 
lot of metal objects, and they can use help with tearing 
these items apart.   
Rummage Pickups 

If you need a pickup of large items or lots of items, contact 
David.  Please do not wait until the last minute.   
Missions Warehouse Holiday Hours: 
The Missions Warehouse (Rummage Building) will be closed 
on New Year’s Day (January 1) and January 2 & 3.   
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We are excited to announce the beginning of our "Velda 
Rose Infinity in Music 
Series" in 2020!  We have 
lined up several well-
known organists,  talented 
opera singers and excellent 
choirs to begin the 
series.  It will run from 
February through May and 
will resume in the fall. 
 

On Sunday, February 9, we will feature Leo Marchildon, 
an accomplished organist, as our first guest.  

 

Hailing from Toronto, Ontario, Leo's 
music training started at St. Michael's 
Choir School, eventually earning 
performance degrees through the Royal 
Canadian College of Organists, the 
Western Conservatory of London, 
Ontario, the Royal Conservatory of Music, 
as well as degrees in composition through 
the University of Toronto, and the 

University of Southern California in Los Angeles. 
 

Leo is not only Music Director/Organist for St. Dunstan's 
Basilica in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, but he 
serves as music supervisor for the Diocese of 
Charlottetown. In addition, he is an Atlantic 
representative for the National Council for Liturgical 
Music and chair for the National Hymnal Committee. 
Leo is conductor of the Strathgartney Chamber 
Orchestra (which later became the Prince Edward Island 
Pops!),  accompanist for the University of Prince Edward 
Island Concert Choir and can often be seen performing 
in various concerts and theatre projects throughout the 
Island. 
 

Leo will perform in the Sanctuary on our Rodgers Infinity 
Series Pipe Organ.  The concert begins at 3:00pm and 
will be followed by a reception with refreshments. 
 

Please join us as we begin this exciting, new chapter in 
music ministry at Velda Rose Methodist Church. 

 
UNITED METHODIST MEN: The Men’s Club meets on the 
1st Saturday of each month at J.B’s. Restaurant on the NE 
corner of Power and Main at 8 a.m.  All men are 
invited. The next meeting will be January 4 and election of 
officers will be held.  

RED HAT LADIES: The Red Hat ladies will be going to lunch 
on Friday, January 11th to Osaka Japanese Steakhouse 
located at 6730 E Superstition Springs Blvd, just south of 
the 60 on Power Road. We are going to be meeting at 
Osaka’s at 11:30 AM. All ladies are welcome to join us. 
Please contact Anita Miller for reservations or for more 
information. 

CIRCLE 2: Circle 2 will be meeting January 15th in Martin 
Hall at 1:00 pm.  Our Presenter will be Dawn Blake of the 
Mesa Police Department to speak on scams that are 
affecting our community and prevention measures we 
need to take.  This is an important, informative 
presentation, if you wish to join us, please contact Arlene 
Oisten. 

CIRCLE 4: Circle 4 will meet in Room B January 16 at 1:00 
PM. The program will involve the Pledge to Mission and 
then Stephen Ministry with Circle 3. Come and join us.   

Kathy Kolbo, chair 

ORGAN STOP PIZZA: Velda Rose 
UMC has made a reservation 
from 12:30 to 2:30pm for a 
private luncheon at The Organ 
Stop Pizza on Sunday- January 

19th.  The cost is $8.75 per person and everyone will pay at 
the restaurant on the day of the event - cash or check 
only.  We need at least 100 people to guarantee a private 
luncheon! Sign up on Sunday mornings or in the church 
office no later than Monday, January 6th.  The cost of $8.75 
includes a special music program (Organ), pizza & salad 
buffet. 
 

Organ Stop Pizza | 1149 E Southern Ave. | Mesa, AZ 85204 
 

MEN’S CLUB PIE NIGHT is set for 
Wednesday, February 19.  Join us for an 
exciting night of live auction and 
entertainment.  Tickets are only $5 and 
includes a piece of pie and 
beverage.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/6730+E+Superstition+Springs+Blvd?entry=gmail&source=g
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Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is on the podium outside the Sanctuary doors on Sunday. 
The book is open to everyone who has a loved one or friend they would like to have 

remembered in prayer. Contact the office with prayers during the week.  
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen  

Bob Barrett 

Bob Bonney 

Carl Anderson Family  

Carolyn L. 

David Soldinger 

Dominique Espinoza 

Donn Davis 

Don & Liz 

Donald Huisman 

Donna Hoy 

Frank Dunn 

Geri Edson 

Jim & Betty White 

Karen Burwell & Family 

Kathy Kasparek 

The Krolick Family 

 

 

 

 

Lance Paulsen 

Lloyd & Lloyd Paulsen 

Liz Deyo 

Lynnette Dunn & Family Marie Gagne 

The McGuire Family 

Our Church Family 

Pam & Steve Hass 

Pat Pratt 

Pat Nuget 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Tim Most 

Trudy Inglebright 

Wermager Family 

Wille Nelson & Family 

Zella Scheidler 

 

 

In need of prayer? Call head of the 
UMW Prayer Chain Ruth Mogen, the 
church office, or fill out the Prayer 
Request section on back of the 
Sunday services attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can accomplish 
much [when put into action and made 
effective by God—it is dynamic and can 
have tremendous power].  James 5:16 AMP 

 
Lois Ford          12/4/19 
 
Linda J. McGuire     12/9/19 
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Arlyn Thomson         1/1 

Connie Zimmerman     1/1 

Phyllis Dunn           1/3 

Melisa Ika             1/3 

Fern Killgrove          1/3 

Richard Melling         1/3 

Richard Nixon          1/3 

Marilyn Colby          1/4 

Geraldine Misch        1/8 

Leona Vander Vorste-Schott 1/8 

John Burley           1/12 

Robert Lane           1/12 

Clifford Lowum         1/12 

Rita McDaniel          1/12 

Ashleigh Orr           1/12 

Patricia Schmitt        1/13 

Gene Claybaugh        1/14 

Paula Latu            1/14 

Carol Ball            1/16 

Joyce Damron        1/16 

Suzi Reed           1/16 

Diane Fischer         1/17 

MaryAnn Little        1/17 

Gayle Ottman         1/17 

Judith Dunn          1/18 

Lois Rowe           1/18 

Jordon Robert Vance   1/19 

Kristi Ann Anderson    1/21 

Tom McMahon        1/21 

Sherman Roose       1/21 

Harold Hartley        1/22 

Seth Veik            1/25 

Norma Winslow       1/25 

Robert Maumatapule   1/26 

Richard Miller         1/27 

Dierdre Poyer         1/30 

 

 

 William & Jean Corkill      1/26     68 

 Dick & Judy Melling        1/29     60 

 Richard & Virginia Williams   1/29     64 

Also Celebrating  50+ Years 
 
 
 
 Paula & Seini Latu 1/21  

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 

To ensure you continue to receive your copy of The  
Vision, please update your mailing address with the 
Church Office. Thank you! 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

NEXT ISSUE: 
 

Items considered must be submitted  

no later than 

 Tuesday, January 15, 2020.  
 

Please e-mail Jessica at 
officeadmin@veldarose.org 

with your newsletter articles.  

STAFF LEADERSHIP 
Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

7:15 a.m. SonRise Worship 

8:00 a.m. Holy Grounds Worship 

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship  


