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Autopsy of a Deceased Church: Part Two 

By Pastor Larry  

 

     In the Vision Article last month I wrote about the reasons 
why churches die. These were detailed in a book by Thom 
Rainer titled, Autopsy of a Deceased Church: 12 Ways to 
Keep Yours Alive, by Thom S. Rainer (2014, B&H Publishing 
Group). The purpose of the book is to offer an analysis of the 
causes of death of fourteen churches. 
 

     We examined the following factors: Slow Erosion; the 
Past is the Hero; the Church Refuses to Look Like the 
Community; the Budget Moved Inwardly; the Great 
Commission becomes the Great Omission; the Church 
Becomes Preference-Driven; Pastoral Tenure Decreases; the 
Church Rarely Prays Together; the Church Had No Clear 
Purpose; and the Church Obsessed Over the Facilities. 
 

     The study shows that churches may become "sick" in 
varying degrees. Here are twelve prescriptions that can help 
churches suffering from differing symptoms respond to 
their situation - and to create plans to keep alive and vital! 

      

1. My Church Has Symptoms of Sickness: Four Responses 

 

    1. Pray that God will open the eyes of the leadership and 
members for opportunities to reach into the community 
where the church is located. Most churches with symptoms 
have become inwardly focused.  

 

     2. Take an honest audit of how church members spend 
their time being involved. Are the members involved in 
ministries for themselves, often to the exclusion of 
ministries beyond the church? Avoid "holy huddles!" 

 

     3. Take an audit of how the church spends its money. As 
churches become ill, they are more likely to use funds for 
their own members rather than reaching their community. 
Balance is the key. Most failing churches are out of balance. 

 

     4. Make specific plans to minister and to do outreach in 
your community. The challenge, after a careful evaluation of 
programs and ministries, is to develop specific and concrete 
plans to impact the community. 
 

2. My Church Is Very Sick: Four Responses 

 

     1. The church must admit and confess its dire need. Most 
churches move toward death because they refuse to  

 
acknowledge their 
condition. Sometimes 
specific leadership will 
empower the church to 
move in a positive 
direction. 

 

     2. The church must 
pray for wisdom and 
strength to do 
whatever is necessary. 
The change will not be easy. The temptation is always to 
rationalize, blame, or make excuses as to why not to 
change. Yet to not change is to die. 

 

     3.  The church must be willing to take risks and to change 
radically. This is often the greatest point of resistance. The 
church may have to change decades of cumulative problem 
behaviors in a very short time.  

 

     4.  That change must lead to action and an outward 
focus. When a church begins to act positively with this 
radical change, it has essentially become a new church. 
Realistically, to effect this reversal is unlikely but it is not 
hopeless. 
 

3.  My Church Is Dying: Four Responses 

 

     1. Sell the property and give the funds to another church, 
perhaps a new church start that has begun or will soon 
begin. This action can reassured that the death of your 
church helped another church to come to life. 

 

     2. Give the building to another church. New churches are 
starting by the thousands every month in America. One of 
their greatest challenges is to find a place where they can 
meet and develop ministries. 

 

     3.  If your church is in a transitional neighborhood, turn 
over the leadership and property to those who reside in the 
neighborhood. A few Anglo churches are beginning to do so 
where the neighborhood is predominantly ethnic.  

 

     4.  Merge with another church, but let the other church 
have the ownership and leadership of your church. In 
simple terms, you are allowing the healthy church to take 
over your church. That is sacrificial. You are dying with 

(Continued on page 2) 
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While in Florida a few years ago Bob 
and I went with his cousin, Debbie, to 
the little Clearwater Aquarium.  Those 
of you who watched the delightful 
story, “A Dolphin’s Tale” (you can rent 
the DVD) probably remember that the 
little dolphin who lost her tail, Winter, 
is housed in that facility.  The story, 
itself, is largely fictionalized, but Win-
ter is definitely for real. 
 

It was fun to see her and the facility 
itself, where the movie was 
filmed.  We were delighted as her 
caregivers put Winter and a couple of 
other dolphins through their paces, 
and it was obvious that the dolphins 
were enjoying the attention of the 
crowd.  Winter had thoroughly accli-
mated to living without her tail, worm-
ing her way through the water like an 
eel. We were told that the prosthetic 
tail was only used for an hour or two a 
day for physical therapy. Very interest-
ing. 
 

For awhile Winter’s story brought a lot 
of attention and money to the little  
aquarium.  This is important, because 
the mission of the Clearwater Aquar-
ium is not to hold animals hostage for 
the entertainment of the world.  Their 
mission is to “rescue, rehab, and re-

lease.” While Winter obviously could 
never survive in the wild, the very 
heart and soul of the facility is to res-
cue and heal those marine animals 
who had been injured, largely by the 
trappings of the fishing and crabbing 
industries, and then to set them free. 
 

On the long drive back to her house, 
Debbie and I were suddenly struck by 
the mission statement of the Clearwa-
ter Aquarium: “rescue, rehab, and re-
lease.”  Really. Because isn’t that what 
Christ does for us? 
 

We are out there, swimming around in 
the sea of humanity; snares are grab-
bing at us from right and left.  The 
snare might be called illness, or adul-
tery, or jealousy, or alcoholism. There 
are endless snares out there, waiting 
to catch us, until finally, something 
awful manages to grab us. So there we 
are, thrashing around, unable to save 
ourselves. 
 

Until Christ enters the picture.  He gen-
tly untangles the snares from around 
our sad, sorry selves and rescues us 
into the safety of his care.  Through 
prayers, study, and the care of others 
around us, we begin to heal. As we are 
rehabilitated into Body of Christ we 
grow stronger and stronger. 

 

Then comes the precious day when 
Christ smiles at us and says, “My son, 
my daughter, you are healed and 
whole.  Let me release you into back 
into the seas that your wholeness 
might be a light onto the rest of my 
people, lighting the way for all to come 
to me.” 
 

Of course, while the sea animals who 
are rehabilitated in Clearwater are re-
leased back into the seas without any 
further care, OUR Rescuer makes sure 
that we know our way back to Him, 
that we may continually receive His 
nurture, even while we are released 
and free to live our lives for Him. 
 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Pastor Pam 

Continued… Autopsy of a Deceased Church: Part Two   Pastor Larry 

Rescue, Rehab, and Release           Pastor Pam 

 

dignity. 

 

     Of course, no one likes to think of “their” church as "dying." Just to imagine that even as a 
possibility is spiritually painful, and is contrary to anything that any church wants  to believe about 
their situation. However, what we need to remember is that churches with long histories who have 
lived through massive social changes are especially vulnerable to the causes of death. That is because 
while the world and community around these churches change, failing churches get stuck and in their 
denial to deal with reality, simply do not change. 

 

     I have received more comments and emails about the article last month than any I have written in 
the Vision. The reason is simple. We are aware that Velda Rose UMC, like many of our sister churches, is emblematic on 
a number of the unhealthy criteria! That is exactly why we are working hard to articulate and strategize our treatment 
plan! I ask that you pray with us and plan with us! The best days are ahead for Velda Rose! See you in church! 
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For By Grace You Have Been Saved...     Pastor Daniel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles Wesley, and a small army of lay preachers, 

brought a highly-organized evangelistic message to the 

people of Great Britain.  Along with John Wesley—who 

preached around 40,000 sermons in his lifetime—the first 

Methodists brought on an enormous movement of 

evangelism that spread quickly throughout many parts of 

the world.  Often faced with rejection, ridicule or 

persecution, these Methodists were motivated to 

persevere in proclaiming the Good News. Wesley himself 

described the reason(s) for emphatically sharing their 

message:  
 

“We see and who does not, the numberless follies and 

miseries of our fellow creatures.  We see on every side 

either men & women of no religion at all or living a lifeless 

formal religion.  We are grieved at the sight, and should 

greatly rejoice if, by any means, we might convince some 

that there is a better religion to be attained, a religion 

worthy of God that gave it. “ 

 

What was that better religion?  John Wesley understood it 

as none other than experiencing the love of God, and a 

love of all mankind: loving God with all our heart, soul, 

and mind, and the loving of every soul which God hath 

made… as our own soul.   
  

The first Methodists proclaimed God’s amazing love for 

us. They proclaimed the promise that lives could be 

transformed, enabling us to love God and others—as 

ourselves. 
 

Can that type of approach work today?  In a world that 

functions around social media, how can we better convey 

our message of a “better religion”?  Many people now 

find the words or concept of “practicing evangelism” 

troubling. When encountering strangers, they are 

unwilling to expose themselves with their personal 

faith.  Quite frankly, in today’s society, people are not 

comfortable with, nor do they trust, those who show up 

on their doorstep to share their beliefs. “Is evangelism 

relevant anymore?” they question. “Does it need to be 

done at all?” (Well, if it is to be done, surely it won’t 

involve them!) The concept “to evangelize” is difficult and 

frustrating to understand. It is oftentimes perceived as 

confronting individuals with an argument for the gospel, 

followed by an urgent call for an immediate decision for 

Christ. This decision would then determine whether 

someone is “lost” or “saved”.  
 

Ephesians 2:8-10:   For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can 

boast.  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us 

to do. 
 

John Wesley and the first Methodists did not see 

evangelism as an immediate fix-all ticket to heaven.  In the 

Wesleyan tradition, we see salvation as a gift of God. As it 

says in Ephesians 2, salvation is “by grace” a gift of God— 

not the results of works—received with gratitude, not 

effort-earned.  
  

John Wesley did not understand salvation as a gift that 

leaves us unchanged. Here again, many understand 

salvation as nothing more than being forgiven of one’s 

sins so that one goes to heaven when one dies (what 

Theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “cheap grace”, 

grace without fruits of discipleship). But in the Wesleyan 

tradition, evangelism is more relational than 

confrontational, more communal than solitary. It is more a 

beginning point than it is an end.  
 

Today, as United Methodists, we do not subscribe to this 

type of approach in sharing our faith. Evangelism is not a 

tool that is to be abused by applying pressure upon 

someone else to make an immediate decision about 

Christ. We are Christians—saved by grace—and as 

Methodists, our understanding of grace is that it has been 

given to all. Sharing our faith invites us into relationships 

with others. You don’t just go up to a stranger and expect 

them to trust what you’re going to say about your faith. 

Trust is about a relationship, and in order to make a 

relationship, that takes time. The model of Wesleyan 

evangelism is one that reaches out and welcomes, invites 

and nurtures, and speaks to both head and heart. 
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Adult Education 

February Sermons & Adult Education  

 
 

Sundays: 
 

The J.O.Y. Class: 8:00 AM in Room B—
led by Tom Ross (Spring theme: LIFE) 
 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS: 
approximately 10:30 AM in Martin 
Hall—led by Jeff Ferm 
 

We've had terrific studies on the book 
of Acts and on the biblical archaeology 
of the Exodus...we continue now, 
starting January 26th following the 
conclusion of the 9:30 am service (i.e., 
we start somewhere between 10:30-
11:00am). Classes will typically be 45-
60 minutes long and we will be 
studying the parables in Luke.  We will 
meet in Martin Hall.  We always try 
and bring something extra to our 
classes to help deepen our 
understanding of the message in the 
Bible, and this will be no 
exception!  EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
 

NEW HORIZONS: 10:45 AM in Room 
A—led by Lee and Pat Nixon 
 

Wednesdays: 

AUTOPSY OF A DECEASED CHURCH: 
Final class February 5th at 6:00 PM in  

 

 

Moore Hall—led by Pastor Larry 

For more than 25 years, Dr. Thom 
Rainer has helped churches grow, 
reverse the trends of decline, and has 
autopsied those that have died.  

From this experience, he has 
discovered twelve consistent themes 
among those churches that have died. 
Yet, it’s not gloom and doom, because 
from those twelve themes, lessons on 
how to keep your church alive have 
emerged.  
 

Thursdays: 

READING THE BIBLE AGAIN FOR THE 
FIRST TIME: 10:00 AM in Martin Hall—
led by Pastor Larry  

Come and join us as we explore 
Marcus Borg’s book, Reading the 
Bible Again for the First Time: Taking 
the Bible Seriously but Not Literally.  

 

Many Christians mistakenly believe 
that their only choice is either to 
reconcile themselves to a  
fundamentalist reading of scripture  
(a "literal-factual" approach) or to 
simply reject the Bible as something  
 

 
 

that could bring meaning and value 
into their lives. Marcus Borg shows 
how instead we can freshly appreciate 
all the essential elements of the Old 
and New Testaments—from Genesis 
to Revelation—in a way that can open 
up a new world of intelligent faith. 

 

In Reading the Bible Again for the First 
Time, Borg reveals how it is possible to 
reconcile a scientific and critical way 
of thinking with our deepest spiritual 
needs, leading to an insightful 
experience of ancient text. This unique 
book invites every reader—whatever 
his or her religious background—to 
engage the Bible, to wrestle with its 
meaning, to explore its mysteries, and 
to understand its relevance. Borg 
challenges readers to encounter the 
Bible in a fresh, new way that rejects 
the limits of simple literalism and 
opens up the rich possibility of living a 
life of authentic faith. 

  

The ten-week class is discussion-
oriented and will meet at 10 AM on 
Thursday mornings in Martin Hall. 
Books are $8. All are invited! 

 

Sunday, February 2 | Communion Sunday 
 

Scripture: *Mark 1:16-27; Psalm 111 
Sermon Title: "When Church Service is 
Disrupted" 
Rev. Daniel Gómez 
 

Sunday, February 9 | UMC Scouting Sunday 
 

Scripture: *Matthew 5:13-20 
Sermon: "What Happens When the Lights Go 
Out?" 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 
 

 
 

Sunday, February 16 
 

Scripture: *2 Samuel 6:1-12 
Sermon Title: "Don’t Park the Ark!” 
Rev. Pamela Wagner 
 

Sunday, February 23 | Transfiguration Sunday 

Scripture: *Matthew 17:1-9 
Sermon Title:  “How Brightly Do We Shine?” 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 
  
Wednesday, February 26 | Ash Wednesday (Noon & 7:00 PM) 
 

Scripture: *Matthew 6:1-6; 16-21; Psalm 51:1-17 
Sermon Title: "What Fills Our Time?” 

February Scriptures & Sermons  

CDs , DVD, & Thumbdrives of the Traditional Sunday Worship are available by contacting the church office.  
Thumbdrives & DVDs are $5, CDs are $3.  (You may also reload a thumbdrive for $2.)  

Printed sermons are also available upon request. Send an e-mail to Pastor Larry . 
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VRUMC Music Arts 

 
 
 

I am writing this after our first Choir 
rehearsal, which I thought went very well. I 
learned a lot about who we have and now 
we are ready to polish some music to sing 
in church.  I am really looking forward to 
this Sunday (Jan. 19), when the Choir will 
once again offer a blessing to our 
congregation in song! 
 
I am very appreciative of the very positive 
response I have received from the 
leadership of Velda Rose UMC, the staff - 
especially my long-time friend, Mary Ellen 
Loose, Director of Music, and my fairly new 
friend, Robert Richter, our Organist, whom 
I’ve only know for just over a year, and the 
congregation - many of which have come 
to me wishing me well!  I pray we all have 
very many years together making music for 
our church and for our Lord. 
 
Thank you all, and blessings to you, 
 
Doug 

Bells & Voices 

 
For many years, Velda Rose UMC has hosted the inspirational "Legacy Quartet". Once again, 
and as part of our new concert series, they will perform on Sunday, February 23 at 3:00 PM in 
the Sanctuary. From a presenter... 

 

“The Legacy Quartet will warm your heart and stir your soul like no other group you have 
experienced. 

 

"From its inception in 1981, Legacy Quartet has maintained its style in the Southern Gospel 
tradition. Their unique harmony, the joy and spirit with which they sing, and the variety, 
depth, and meaning of the songs they have chosen, create loyal audiences wherever they 
perform. Their goal is that through their singing ministry, people will be uplifted, encouraged, 

entertained, and most importantly, through the Holy Spirit, brought to a decision to serve Christ. 

 

"Legacy Quartet’s ministry has enabled them to sing in a wide variety of places, including churches, banquets, retreats, 
athletic events, high schools, colleges, universities, radio and television, municipal auditoriums, malls, fairs, resorts, and for 

Chambers of Commerce, the U.S. Army, and many other events." 

 

In their own words... 

 

"We exist to lift and magnify our Great God, the Holy Trinity. We are not the Message, but 
are so blessed that our Lord allows us to be His Messengers. We pray to be used by Him, 
and that we be minimized, and He be maximized." 

 

The event is open to the public; a free will offering will be taken. 

Legacy Quartet 

 

On Sunday, February 9, at 
3:00pm, we will initiate our new 
"Infinity in Music Series" with Leo 
Marchildon, an outstanding, 
accomplished Organist! 

 

Hailing from Toronto, Ontario, Leo has earned 
performance degrees through the Royal Canadian 
College of Organists, the Western Conservatory of 
London, Ontario and the Royal Conservatory of 
Music.  In addition, he has degrees in composition 
from the University of Toronto and the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles. 
 

Leo is not only Music Director/Organist for St. 
Dunstan's Basilica in Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island, but he serves as Music Supervisor for the 

Diocese of Charlottetown. He is also an Atlantic Representative for the 
National Council for Liturgical Music and Chair for the National Hymnal 
Committee. 
 

He conducts the Prince Edward Island Pops, 
accompanies for the University of Prince 
Edward Island Concert Choir and can often 
be seen performing in various concerts and 
theatre projects throughout the Island. 
 

Leo has planned a wonderful concert for us 
in the Sanctuary.  There is no charge for the event; a free will offering 
will be taken. 
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United Methodist Women 

2020 Reading Program, Donation Project, Prayer Chain, and More 

UMW READING PROGRAM 2020 

Our 2020 books and catalogs for the 
Brown Bag & a Book Club are now 
available in the Fitch Library.  You can 
check-out books each Sunday 
morning during Coffee Fellowship and 
each Wednesday morning from 9:00 
am to 11:00 am.  Enjoy reading the 
book: A Low Country Christmas by 
Mary Alice Monroe.  This is a fun and 
easy to read fiction book.  It was 
picked as a non-UMW Program Book. 
All women can enjoy this quick 
read.  It is located on the UMW Shelf, 
West Wall, in the BB&B section for 
2020. 

RESPONSE (The Magazine Of Women 
In Mission) 

The latest arrival is the (January/
February) 2020 edition of the 
magazine.  My recommendation this 
month is the article for the Bible 
Study. “A Faith Prophet, Judge and 
Leader” by Robin Ridenour is found 
on pp. 8-9.  One of my favorite 
women of the Bible is Deborah, a 
prophetess, who judged Israel. The 
sons of Israel came up to her for 
judgment. “Deborah has a message 
for us today.  We women have a 
voice. Some of us are called to speak 
out, to lead and support others, to 
prophesy.” This is the message of 
Deborah according to author Robin 
Ridenour. Read her comments for 

yourself.  Check-out the magazine 
from the Fitch Library. 

WESTERN JURISDICTION METHODIST 
WOMEN QUADRENNIAL 

Billie Larime, President, and Grace 
Van Brunt, Vice-President, will be 
representing Velda Rose UMW at the 
Quadrennial on April 17-19, 
2020.  The meeting place is in Tempe 
for the Western Jurisdiction of United 
Methodist Women. It is being planned 
as a MIMI ASSEMBLY with workshops, 
a Native American cultural evening, a 
climate change action event and 
exciting worship.  For the Day of 
Service we have been asked to 
contribute Plastic Grocery Bags that 
can be cut and crocheted into 
sleeping mats for the homeless in the 
Phoenix area. Please help by bringing 
your bags to Circles, lunch meetings, 
or to the Welcome Center on 
Sundays.  Circles will be holding 
meetings to fold Grocery bags for 
transport. Thank you all for 
participating in this Service Project. 

DONATION PROJECT FOR “SAVE THE 
FAMILY” 

United Methodist Women at Velda 
Rose are sponsoring a month of 
collecting for the “BOUNCING BABY 
BUCKET”.  Start saving the following 
items for homeless babies being 
served by “Save the Family”. This 
Charity has operated in Mesa for over 
30 years and helped in 2018 (1306 
children) and served (688 
families).  They are in need of the 
following baby supplies: DIAPERS 
(SIZE 4, 5, OR 6), BABY WIPES, BABY 
SHAMPOO, BABY BODY WASH, BABY 
LOTION, and (ONESIES ALL SIZES). 
More details to come later. 

PRAYER CHAIN NEEDS YOU!   

The Prayer Chain under the direction 
of Ruth Mogen has announced the 
need to have additional Prayer 
Warriors to pray for Velda Rose 
members and their families during 
times of stress and need.  If you have 
time to answer the phone and pray 
for members of our church, please 
consider this opportunity to serve. 
Contact Ruth to request prayers or to 
volunteer to join the current Prayer 
Chain at Velda Rose.  Both men and 
women are welcome to join.  

UMW POTLUCK LUNCH, FEBRUARY 6, 
2020 

Our speaker for that date will be 
Paulette Turner from Red Mountain 
UMC.  She will be speaking on 
UMCOR, our church Relief 
Organization. This is one of our 
favorite UMC Organizations that help 
people all over the world when 
disasters occur.  Hostesses will be 
Circle #2. Please, if you are able, bring 
your own “Table Service” as part of 
our contribution to Climate Justice 
and the reduction of waste in the 
world. 

Remember that we are God’s hands, 
feet, and mouth.  Through us, he 
feeds the hungry, gives water to the 
thirsty, clothes the naked, shelters the 
homeless and cares for the 
handicapped.   Join United Methodist 
Women in our many projects of 
service and fund raising to do God’s 
work in Mesa and around the world. 

 

Sincerely,   

Billie Larime, President of Velda Rose 
UMW 



 

7 

Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

Heart Cleaning 
 

I was cleaning out my heart one day, 
And there in the dust of my life,  
I discovered in all of the corners  
lay bitterness, fear and strife. 
Hatred I thought was forgotten, 

pettiness anger, regret… 
Selfishness and vanity were stored there, molded in 
black silhouette. 
I tossed them out in my cleaning and burned them 
with fire from my shame, I waxed, I polished and 
worked there until I heard someone calling my name. 
“My dear what have you done to yourself?” 
said my neighbor across the way. 
“You look so happy…” Why of course she knew. 
I had cleaned out my heart that day! 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Remember to Save the Date: 
 

April 19, 2020 
 

 

VRUMC Foundation 

I have chaired the Finance Committee for the last 18 
months with two philosophies; that the current congre-

gation has to carry its own water—e.g. pay for what it consumes; and that our reserves invested in the church, not pay-
ing for the church. Prior to this past year, we have incurred operating losses increasing in each the prior 3 years totaling 
$221K; $163K of that in 2018 alone. 

  

I am happy to report that while not completely fulfilling the first tenant, we have experienced a significant reversal of the 
trend. Our contributions for 2019 were up 14% or $71.2K, and our total revenue increased $63.7K or 10.2%. Our ex-
penses for 2019 were $18K less than 2018.   

  

Despite this progress, as of the end of 2019, our operating revenue was $65K shy of covering our expenses. This still is 
50% or better than the typical operating deficit of the prior 3 years. Non-operating revenue—e.g. our cash investment 
accounts, provided an on the books (unrealized) gross surplus for the year to date of $97K. 

  

Looking to 2020, we must continue a conservative approach to our financial management. In our first Draft of the 
budget, we are seeking an increase in 2020 contributions of 2% over 2019, because that is a realistic achievable figure. 
With this modest increase, we project that we will still have an operating loss of $94K; erasing this would require a 16% 
increase in our collective gifts, which is not a historically viable expectation. While our investments in 2019 performed 
exceedingly well, counting on a repeat, in light of the uncertainty of an Election Year, is tenuous at best. As recently as 
2018, our investments actually decreased in value by $18K. 

  

This budget assumes, as last year, that Velda Rose would receive credit for $20K of UMW Mission donations to the DSWC 
that duplicated destinations of our Apportionments. The UMW has not indicated whether they will entertain repeating 
that process. This would add an additional $20K in operating loss. 

 

I ask for your prayers in helping Velda Rose to find financial peace and prosperity in 2020. 

 

Bob Burwell 

It is TAX Time.  The Velda Rose United Methodist Church 
(VRUMC) Foundation wants you to know that you can 
electronically transfer conventional IRAs (eligible for 
MRDs) from your brokerage directly to the VRUMC 
Foundation for TAX-FREE withdrawals.  You must be 
70.5+ years according to IRS Tax Code and the IRA must 
be directly assigned to a qualified charity (VRUMC 
Foundation).  If you need assistance, please check with 
the Church Office and/or consult your financial advisor. 
 

Did you know… You can donate money to the Velda 
Rose United Methodist Church Foundation and still 
receive an income from that money. For more 
information contact Tim Most. 

Financial Snapshot & 2020 Budget 
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Church News 

Please, Please, Please…The Rummage sale is coming on February 27-29! 

The rummage sale is only a few 
weeks way.  It takes a lot of people 
to pull this sale off.  If you have 
worked in a department in the 
past, please contact the depart-
ment chair and let them know that 
you can help.  Please remember 
there is a new chairperson for 
cashiers (K Roemmich). It takes a 
lot of volunteers to pull off this 
sale.  We are going to need people 
to work in the holding area, people 
to cashier; people to help with the 
bake sale, people to work at the 
doors, and people to work at the 
wrapping stations.  Volunteers can 
be men or women, either Velda 
Rose members or just friends who 
might want to help. One of the 
perks of working is that you get to 
buy ahead of time and you can 
come in all during the year.  

The last pick up day is Friday, Feb-
ruary 7.  Plan ahead; if you need 
something picked up, get it sched-
uled by contacting David (If you 
have to leave a message, be sure 
to leave a name and phone num-
ber so you can be called back).  

 

 

Here is how the calendar looks for 
February. 

February 7 (Friday) last day for 
getting a large item picked up. 

February 10-14, from 8 a.m. to 11 
a.m. is the last week for worker-
family and friend shop-
ping.  (Family and friends must be 
accompanied by the worker.   

February 17  Last day to drop off 
items for this sale. 

February 17-21 is for workers only 
and workers can buy. 

February 19 Pre-Sale Meeting for 
all Workers, 10 a.m. Moore 
Hall.  This meeting should last 
about an hour or less.  Workers 
please try to attend. 

February 25 (Tues.) Help needed 
to set up the tents and empty the 
pods, starting at 8:30 a.m. 

February 24, 25, and 26 are work-
ers only (no friends and/or family) 
and there are no sales.  This gives 
the departments time to put finish-
ing touches to their shelves and/or 
racks prior to the sale opening. 

February 26 (Wed.)  Your bake sale 
items need to be brought to the 
building for the sale. 

We need people to help now in 
some departments.  Small Appli-
ances can use a person or persons 
to help check out merchandise and 
be sure it is working.  

 

 

Furniture Reduction Sale 

The rummage sale has a lot of nice 
furniture.  If you are in need of fur-
niture, please check out the rum-
mage sale from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
on Monday through Friday.  Last 
day to shop for furniture before 
the sale is Friday, February 7. If you 
are coming to shop, be sure to en-
ter through the sorting room, not 
through the large garage door. You 
will need to pick up a “Visitor” 
badge in the sorting room and turn 
it back in when you leave the build-
ing. 

Department Chairperson Needed 
and Many Good Workers 

A & E is the only department need-
ing a chairperson.  We have a new 
bake sale chairperson, and she 
needs people to work with her dur-
ing the sale.  Many volunteers are 
needed to carry out this sale. Per-
haps you know a person or persons 
who would be a good worker; they 
do not need to be members of 
Velda Rose.  The sale chairperson 
cannot cover all these areas. We 
can use workers during the sale in 
many departments. Contact Joan/
Tim Most, if you can help or know 
some people who would be willing 
to help.   

Bake Sale Items Needed for the 
Sale  Clean the cobwebs out of 
your oven, and let’s see how many 
great goodies we can have to 
sell.  Cookies sell great. Pies (big or 
little) are favorites. Peanut brittle 
goes well.  

Rummage 
Sale 

Thursday through Saturday 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Board of Trustees Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2/1:  Attention Men’s Club! United Methodist Men will 
be meeting in MOORE HALL Saturday, February 1st at 
8:00 AM. Lura Turner Homes executive director Max 
McQueen will be our speaker. Questions? Contact Tom 
Ross. 

 
2/18:  VRUMC will be taking a trip 
to Feed My Starving Children 
Tuesday, February 18 to label and 
pack food bags. The bus will depart 

the church at 12:15 pm. A signup sheet will be available 
Sunday mornings, or in the church office.  

 
2/19:  CIRCLE 2—Circle 2 will meet at 1:00 pm on 
Wednesday, February 19 in Martin Hall. 
 

MEN’S CLUB PIE NIGHT—Pie Night is set for Wednesday, 
February 19.  Join us for an exciting night of live auction 
and entertainment.  Tickets are only $5 and include a 
piece of pie, and a beverage. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. 
 

2/20:  CIRCLE 3—Circle 3 will meet at 1:00 pm Thursday,  
February 20 in Martin Hall.  Our program will be 
presented by Pastor Daniel.  He will talk about our Food 
Bank as an outreach to our community. 
 

CIRCLE 4—Circle 4 will meet at 1:00 pm Thursday, 
February 20 in Room B. Our program will be presented by 
Pastor Daniel. He will talk about our Food Bank as an 
outreach to our community.    

 

3/4:  A SIX-WEEK LENTEN STUDY will begin 
Wednesday, March 4 at 6:00 PM in Moore Hall. 
More information coming soon! 
 

3/6:  ELVIS, THE EARLY YEARS VRUMC has acquired 30 
tickets to Showtune Productions’ March 6th performance 
of Elvis the Early Years at the Apache Junction Performing 
Arts Center. 
 

Sign up Sunday mornings, or in the church office during 
office hours starting Sunday, February 2—the deadline to 
sign up is Tuesday, February  18.  
 

 

The Trustees Committee met on 1/2/2020: 

Attendees:  Rev. Larry Norris, Rev. Daniel Gómez, Duane Clark, Howard Orr, Marcus Bentley, Larry Jackson, Tim 
Most 
1. The annual election of officers for the Board of Trustees was conducted. The officers for 2020 are: President 
– Duane Clark, Vice-President – Tim Most, and Secretary – Howard Orr. 
2.    The 2020 annual budget has been submitted and approved. 
3. A new Medical Company, ‘Phoenician Medical Center’, is taking over the Leasing of 2 of the 3 suites previ-
ously rented by a single doctor.  Suite 3 will be separated from suites 4 & 5 and will be listed for rent. 
4. The WiFi programmable thermostats in the Sanctuary and Moore Hall are now locked in such a way that the 
temperature can be temporarily adjusted locally but other changes need to be done through the Control APP or 
with a code which the Ministers, Office Manager and 6 other members have (Duane Clark, Howard Orr, Marcus 
Bentley, Ron Roberts, Bob Burwell and Jim and Susan Kenyon). 
5. Marcus and a helper have been fixing and adjusting the lighting timers and controls all around the campus, 
all outside lighting is now working. 
6. All roof leaks in the Sanctuary, Library and the Office areas have now been repaired.  After recent repairs it 
has become evident that new roofing will be needed very soon over the office and the Library.  
7. Marcus has replaced the old, leaking water heater for the office and library. 
8. Marcus and Tim will investigate adding rooms or lockable cabinets in Room 608 to prevent items from dis-
appearing. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday, 2/6/2020 at 6:30 PM in Martin Hall  
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Alan Burke 

Carl Anderson Family  

Carol Collins 

Celene Gonzalez 

David Soldinger 

Don & Liz 

Donald Huisman 

Donna Ulrich 

Dorsey Karl 

Eloise Wilson 

Frank Klasson 

Geri Edson 

Glenda Veborg 

Gloria Lewis 

Imiguel Rojas 

Jana & Brent 

Jane Miller 

Jim & Betty White 

Kathy Andrews 

Kathy Kasparek 

The Krolick Family 

Marie Gagne 

Mark Bishop 

Mary Waters 

Pastor Noni Dye 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Renee Roswell 

Roy & Tina York 

Sher Reynolds 

Susanne Ulbrich 

Tom Poole 

Wermager Family 

Wille Nelson & Family 

Australia (Wildfires) 

Kenneth Andrews 

Zella Scheidler    1/16/20 

 

Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is available before SonRise and Traditional services Sunday 
mornings, and is open to everyone with a loved one or friend they would like to have 

lifted in prayer. For prayer requests during the week, please contact the office. 
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen   

In need of prayer? Call head of the 
UMW Prayer Chain Ruth Mogen, the 
church office, or fill out the Prayer 
Request section on back of the 
Sunday services attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can accomplish 
much [when put into action and made 
effective by God—it is dynamic and can 
have tremendous power].  James 5:16 AMP 
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Also Celebrating  

 

2/14/87   Bud & Jeanette Hawley   

2/18/87   Tobby & Bonnie Baca    

2/20/87   Palei & Melisa Ika     

2/28/98   Sione & Sulia Kaipelea   

2/28/13   Michael and Faye Peerbolt  

 

50+ Years 

 

2/26/50  John & Trudy Inglebright   
 
2/27/51  John & Everna Vermaat   
 

Dale Smith    2/2 

Melissa Jeter   2/4 

Ardis Bengtson  2/5 

Dee Rogers    2/7 

Ann Adams    2/8 

Irene Baker    2/8 

Tom Daggy    2/9 

Kay Cooke    2/11 

Rita Vestal Holec 2/12 

Lila Bartlett    2/14 

Helen Taylor   2/14 

Claris Olson    2/15 

 

Harold Miller    2/20 

James Taylor    2/21 

Richard Williams   2/23 

Mary Elaine Wertz  2/24 

Janet Armold    2/25 

Seini Latu     2/26 

Robert Macha    2/27 

Mary Rothermel   2/27 

Don Schwendener  2/27 

Deonna Larson   2/29 

Karl Wilhelm    2/29 

Anniversaries 

February  

February Birthdays  
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

 
Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, February 12, 2020. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org with your 
newsletter articles. 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 

President’s Day: Mon., Feb. 17 

7:15—7:55 am   SonRise Worship  
       Douglass Chapel (Sanctuary) 
 

8:00—9:00 am   Holy Grounds  
       Moore Hall 
 

9:30—10:30 am  Traditional Worship  
       Sanctuary 

 

 

 


