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“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 3 March 2020 

Why the Ashes? 

   By Pastor Larry  

 

      In the midst of all the activities that consume us, we are 
invited, even confronted, to once again encounter one of 
the most important times of the year. I say, “confronted,” 
because Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Holy Week provoke very 
different reactions than other times of the Christian year. 
Christmas makes us feel hopeful about “Emmanuel, God 
with us!” Pentecost excites us as we reflect on the power of 
the Holy Spirit! Easter is about joy, hope and resurrection!  
 
     Yet beginning with Ash Wednesday and continuing 
through Good Friday, we are invited to a different kind of 
experience. This is a time to open the windows of our souls 
to hear what the Spirit has to say to us about some of the 
deepest niches of our humanity. What lies within us that 
needs to be confessed to God? What do we need to repent 
of that has worn us down and out? What are the dark 
secrets we carry that harbor bitterness and resentment? 
 
     Ash Wednesday is a time to not only remember that we 
are dust, and unto dust we shall return, but also a reminder 
that we need to be prepared to take the journey to the 
cross. Ash Wednesday is thus many things: remembering 
our mortality, confession of sin, letting go of the past, 
preparation for the future, and hope in the grace of God. 
Perhaps most of all, Ash Wednesday and Lent are a time to 
get honest with God, our neighbor, and our self. 
 
     Secrets and regrets can be destructive, no matter how 
long they have buried. This was especially true for residents 
in one Ukranian village. The Associated Press reported their 
story this way: 
 
     “For forty-three years Zinaida Bragantsova had been 
telling people there was a World War II bomb buries under 
her bed.  
 
     The story began in 1941 when the Germans advanced 
toward the Ukrainian city of Berdyansk. One night at the 
very start of the war, she was sitting by the window and 
sewing on her machine. Suddenly a noise was heard and a 
whistling close by. She got up and in the following moment 
was struck by a blast of wind. When she came to, the 

sewing machine was gone and there was a hole in the floor 
as well as in the ceiling. 
 
     Zinaida couldn’t get any officials to check out her story, 
so she just moved her bed over the hole and lived with it—
for the next forty years. Finally, the woman’s problem was 
uncovered. As phone cable was being laid in the area, 
demolition experts were called in to probe for buried 
explosives. 
 
     “Where’s your bomb, grandma?” asked the smiling army 
lieutenant sent to talk to Mrs. Bragantsova? “No doubt, 
under your bed?” 
      
     “Under my bed,” Mrs.  Bragantsova answered dryly. 
 

     Sure enough, there they found a five-hundred pound 
bomb. After evacuating two thousand people from 
surrounding buildings, the bomb squad detonated the 
bomb. According to the report, “The grandmother, freed of 
her bomb, will soon receive a new apartment.”  (Citation: 
Lee Eclov, Lake Forest, Illinois: from Associated Press, 
November, 1984). 
 

     Many people live like that grandmother! There is a bomb 
under the bed—a terrible secret, a great hurt, a seething 
anger, a pernicious wound—that lays there for years while 
everyone goes about his or her business. Here is the 
problem: no one is safe until it is removed.  

 

     Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Holy Week are all about 
getting right with God. In the deepest part of the suffering 
of Jesus, we find release from all that keeps us in bondage.  

 (Continued on page 2) 
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Why the Ashes? continued                Pastor Larry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We acknowledge what the Psalmist knows, “You spread out our sins before you – our secret sins – and you 
see them all.”  (Psalm 90:8 NLT). 
 

     The writer of Ephesians says this in a very direct way: 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, 
and slander, as well as all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.”  (Ephesians 4:31-32) 
 

     We need Ash Wednesday, Lent, and Holy Week. We need the journey in the desert to reset our spiritual 
compass. Let us travel together individually and as a community of faith! 

 

     See you in church! 
 

Partaking of All Lent Is Meant To Be      Pastor Pam 

Jesus says, “Follow me.” So it is we pay special attention during these next few weeks 
to the footsteps we are to follow.  We started with Ash Wednesday, and it continues 
as we eavesdrop on Christ’s final sermons, and as He tries to encourage, teach, 
implore, and embolden the knee-weakened, befuddled, often slow-witted friends 
who called themselves his disciples. As we follow, we may well be drawn into the 
frustration and the agony, as well as the pure love that drives this season. 
 
Lent. A period of time extending forty days back from Easter, not including Sundays, 
which are considered to be “little Easters.”  The forty days were to commemorate the 
significant “forty” periods in Scripture—the forty years the Israelites wandered in the 
desert after escaping Egypt; the forty days Jesus was tested in the desert before He 

began His ministry, among others.  
 
Lent is a time of deep reflection and introspection. We are called during this time to contemplate our 
sinfulness; to think about the ways and times we have purposely done things that separate us from the love 
Christ will so freely give on the Cross. It is to be a time of quiet contemplation, but not a time of despair. How 
could we despair when we know how the story ends?! 
 
But how are we to respond when Jesus tells us to follow during this season? Here’s some suggestions: 
 

  Practice the wonderful spiritual disciplines of prayer, meditation, and study.   

  Attend Sunday school or find a new devotional in our library.   

  Consider a fast—take a break from something that preoccupies your time (computers, basketball, TV)     
and dedicate that time to listening for God’s word or doing God’s work. 
 

Then make sure you take time to commemorate the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday and the deep, exquisite 
painfulness of Good Friday.  Partake of all that Lent is meant to be. For only then, only when you have come to 
the deepest part of the season, when you have followed every last footstep, can you fully appreciate and 
celebrate the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 

Pastor Pam 
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Making Room For...               Pastor Daniel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Welcome to the season of Lent!  This season begins on the day of Ash Wednesday and draws to a close on 

Palm/Passion Sunday at the start of Holy Week.  The season of Lent serves as one opportunity for 

Christians to prepare for the coming celebration of Easter.  The theology of Lent is varied in its origins as 

the indicated season of preparation for baptism.  In its most recent development, it has become an 

accepted practice for repentance and self-examination. 

 

There are few opportunities within the Christian year that call us to reflect on a personal (intimate) 

transformational change the way Lent moves us towards Resurrection Sunday (Easter).  However, too 

often, we want to race to the Easter Resurrection without fully embracing the Lenten process that carries 

us there. The season of Lent invites us to take time to “slow down” and take notice of the busyness in our 

lives.  Life moves so quickly that we don’t get to reflect or enjoy the experience(s) of Lent itself.  In today’s 

fast-paced society, our lives are constantly being overwhelmed with a variety of stimulus from the news, 

social media, doctor’s appointments, family, and so on.  While some of these events are necessary, too 

much busyness can dull our senses from adequately discerning what really matters.   
 

Lent is a six-week pilgrimage which begins with the powerful ritual action of ashes at the beginning and a 

parade at the gates of Jerusalem at the end.  It  reflects the forty days that Jesus wandered in the 

wilderness — tempted by Satan — in readiness for a ministry destined to end in tragedy. 

 

Oftentimes, the season of Lent is when we think about “giving something up”— a hold-over from its 

penitential flavor in the medieval church. But, what if we thought less about “giving up”, and more about 

“making room”?  Perhaps we can make room to study and practice the works of piety (spiritual disciplines) 

which are Prayer, studying the Scriptures, Holy Communion, Fasting, Christian Community and Healthy 

living. Springtime is lush with rebirth, new beginnings and new growth.  In this season of spiritual 

pilgrimage, let’s be intentional about seeking a rebirth in our own lives.  Let’s create a “frame” around the 

scenes of Jesus’ last week and also frame our own lives so we can see what really matters. Perhaps, 

through the 40 days of lent, making room for these important disciplines, we will find out what it really 

costs to be so… “busy”.    
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Adult Education 

March Sermons & Adult Education  

 
 

Sundays: 
 

The J.O.Y. Class: 8:00 AM in Room B—
led by Tom Ross (Spring theme: LIFE) 
 

THE PARABLES OF JESUS: 
approximately 10:30 AM in Martin 
Hall—led by Jeff Ferm 
 

We've had terrific studies on the book 
of Acts and on the biblical archaeology 
of the Exodus...we continue now, 
starting January 26th following the 
conclusion of the 9:30 am service (i.e., 
we start somewhere between 10:30-
11:00am). Classes will typically be 45-
60 minutes long and we will be 
studying the parables in Luke.  We will 
meet in Martin Hall.  We always try 
and bring something extra to our 
classes to help deepen our 
understanding of the message in the 
Bible, and this will be no 
exception!  EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
 

NEW HORIZONS: 10:45 AM in Room 
A—led by Lee and Pat Nixon 
 

 

 

Wednesdays: 

LENTEN STUDY: The Walk: Five 
Essential Practices of the Christian Life  

starting Wednesday, March 4 at 6:00 
pm. in Moore Hall—led by Pastor Larry 

The practices that we will examine 
include Worship and Prayer: A Living 
Hallelujah; Study: The Importance of 
Listening and Paying Attention; Serve: 
Here I Am, Lord, Send Me; Give: 
Where Your Treasure Is; Share: Going 
Fishing, Reflecting Light; and The Five 
Practices from the Cross. (For a more 
detailed description, see page 7.) 

Thursdays: 

READING THE BIBLE AGAIN FOR THE 
FIRST TIME: 10:00 AM in Martin Hall—
led by Pastor Larry  

Come and join us as we explore 
Marcus Borg’s book, Reading the 
Bible Again for the First Time: Taking 
the Bible Seriously but Not Literally.  

 

Many Christians mistakenly believe 
that their only choice is either to 
reconcile themselves to a  
fundamentalist reading of scripture  

(a "literal-factual" approach) or to 
simply reject the Bible as something  
that could bring meaning and value 
into their lives. Marcus Borg shows 
how instead we can freshly appreciate 
all the essential elements of the Old 
and New Testaments—from Genesis 
to Revelation—in a way that can open 
up a new world of intelligent faith. 

 

In Reading the Bible Again for the First 
Time, Borg reveals how it is possible to 
reconcile a scientific and critical way 
of thinking with our deepest spiritual 
needs, leading to an insightful 
experience of ancient text. This unique 
book invites every reader—whatever 
his or her religious background—to 
engage the Bible, to wrestle with its 
meaning, to explore its mysteries, and 
to understand its relevance. Borg 
challenges readers to encounter the 
Bible in a fresh, new way that rejects 
the limits of simple literalism and 
opens up the rich possibility of living a 
life of authentic faith. 

  

This ten-week class meets at 10 AM on 
Thursday mornings in Martin Hall, and 
will conclude around the middle of 
March. All are invited! 

Sunday, March 1 | Communion Sunday  
1st Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: *Matthew 4:1-11 
Sermon Title: "How Far Can We Push the 
Boundaries" 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 
 

Sunday, March 8 | 2nd Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: *John 3:1-17 
Sermon: "How Are These Things Possible?" 
Rev. Daniel Gómez 
 
 

 

Sunday, March 15 | 3rd Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: *John 4:5-42 
Sermon Title: "How Can We Smash the Barriers” 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 
 

Sunday, March 22 | 4th Sunday in Lent 

Scripture: *John 9:1-41 
Sermon Title:  “Sight for Blind Eyes” 
Rev. Pamela Wagner 
  
Sunday, March 29 | 5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Scripture: *Romans 8:6-11 
Sermon Title: "What’s in Your Nest?” 

Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris 

March Scriptures & Sermons  

CDs , DVD, & Thumbdrives of the Traditional Sunday Worship are available by contacting the church office.  
Thumbdrives & DVDs are $5, CDs are $3.  (You may also reload a thumbdrive for $2.)  

Printed sermons are also available upon request. Send an e-mail to Pastor Larry at seniorpastor@veldarose.org. 
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VRUMC Music Arts 

 
 
 

March – what a great time to be in Mesa, 
and at Velda Rose!  I hope you are enjoying 
the beautiful weather God has blessed us 
with, and all the great music events 
scheduled by our Director of Music, Mary 
Ellen Loose. 
 

I really appreciate Robert Richter, our very 
fine organist, for bringing organist, Leo 
Marchildon, from Toronto, Canada, to play 
for us in February, and look forward to more 
events in our new Infinity in Music Series 
that Mary Ellen Loose has programmed for 
us!  Velda Rose is becoming known as a 
great concert venue, as well as a great 
community of dedicated Christians!  I am 
very thankful that this church has asked me 
to serve you as Bellmaster and Director of 
Choral Music – I have truly found a new 
home! 
 

We are always looking for new musicians to 
sing and ring.  If you like to sing and you can 
sing on pitch at least a little, please come 
and join us!  Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 pm in the Choir 
Room. We have a great, fun time together 
singing for our Lord, and our church!  We 
would love to have you join us!  We can 
always use more experienced handbell 
ringers.  If you are one, please come join us! 
It would be great to use all of our bells with a 
full bellchoir.  If you have any questions 
about either group, please give me a call – I 
would love to talk with you about this! 
 

Love and blessings to all, 
 

Doug 

 

Douglas J. Benton 

Bellmaster & Director of Choral Music 

choralmusic@veldarose.org 
 

Bells & Voices 
 
 
 
 
 
A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came to see Leo 
Marchildon’s organ concert on February 9th. We had a lovely 
time learning about music, and experiencing it through Leo’s 
point of view! Leo was generous enough to request that the 
entire good will offering be given to the church to go toward 
future Velda Rose UMC’s Infinity Series events. Thank you for 
being such a blessing, Leo! 
 
 
 

 
We have four more events in our spring Infinity Music 
Series (please note that details for the March event have 
been changed): 
 
March:  "Opera Night" - Sunday, March 29 at 3:00pm (new 
day and time), featuring Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon and 
Ryan Glover, all outstanding opera singers who sing with the 
Arizona Opera and other opera companies. It promises to be 
a wonderful evening! 
 
April:     East Valley Chorale - Sunday, April 5 at 6:00pm. This 
is a special fund raiser to benefit the Phoenix Rescue Mission 
with an evening of beloved hymns, including a few "sing-a-
long" songs for all to enjoy!  All proceeds from the offering 
will be given to the Phoenix Rescue Mission to help them care 
for those in need. 
  
               “Orpheus Goes Pop and Much More” - Orpheus 
Men's Chorus - Tuesday, April 28 at 7:00pm. Orpheus will 
present popular music and other genres that will 
demonstrate our versatility of styles, such as Broadway, film, 
and folk music. Tickets are available at Orpheus.org. 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God.              Colossians 3:16 ESV  

mailto:choralmusic@veldarose.org
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United Methodist Women 

The Best Book Ever, A Church-Wide Mission Opportunity, and More 

 

UMW READING PROGRAM REPORT 

At our East District Leadership Event, 
ten Velda Rose UMW Readers were 
recognized for completing one of four 
plans in the UMW Reading Pro-
gram.  Those readers completing Plan 
I are Jan Armold, Kathy Kolbo, Doro-
thy Grafft, and Tish Roberts. Those 
readers completing Plan II are Helen 
McIntire and Anita Miller.  Those 
readers completing Plan III are Myrna 
Bowman and Beverly Loftin. Those 
completing Plan IV are Billie Larime 
and Pat Nixon. Those in Plan I read 5 
books, in Plan II read 10 books, in Plan 
III read 15 books and those in Plan IV 
read 20 books. Congratulations! 
Certificates will be presented at our 
next UMW Potluck Luncheon. 

BEST BOOK EVER:  KINDNESS AND 
WONDER by GAVIN EDWARDS 

The Velda Rose “Brown Bag and a 
Book” club picked one of the best 
Christian Biographies I have ever 
read.  I cried at sad parts and rejoiced 
at examples of human kindness. This 
book is a biography of Fred Rogers. I 
personally did not view as a child his 
TV program “Mister Rogers’ 
Neighborhood”. But I did know of his 
philosophy of using television to 
educate young children.  I learned 
many personal things about Fred 
Rogers such as his ordination as a 
minister.  Coming from a rich upper-
class childhood, he was able to use his 

many talents and experiences; such as 
a musical background, child psychol-
ogy studies, and his prior experience 
in the early TV programming for 
children.  His pulpit became the 
television set. This book encourages 
us to live a similar spiritual life. Fred 
Rogers is an amazing man that lived 
the way he preached.  

Find this book on the UMW book-
shelves at Fitch Library in the 2020 
BB&B book area.  As stated by Fred 
Rogers frequently on this television 
show, “I like you just the way you 
are?”   How amazing is God’s Love as 
exemplified through Fred Rogers! 

RESPONSE (THE MAGAZINE OF 
WOMEN IN MISSION) 

From the (January/February 2020) 
edition of the magazine, I recommend 
reading the article on pages 37-
39.  “United Methodist Women 
General Conference Legislation” by 
Tara Barnes is about the legislation 
that UMW will be bringing to the 
General Conference 2020.  The 
following four issues are aimed to 
prioritize women, children and youth. 
These are the issues: Observing 
Children’s Sabbath, protecting the girl 
child, protecting voting rights, and the 
status of women and realizing full 
human rights.  The Response is found 
in the Fitch Library.  What can you do 
to support these issues?  Specific 
details are found in the article. 

CHURCH-WIDE MISSION OPPORTU-
NITY “SAVE THE FAMILY” 

United Methodist Women will spon-
sor a collection of Baby Products to 
help our local “Save the Family”, 
charitable organization that has been 
in Mesa for over 30 years.   This 

organization helps homeless families 
with housing, food, clothes, and 
retraining for jobs. Each Sunday in 
March, UMW will collect the following 
items to donate to the “Bouncing 
Baby Bucket “.  Look for the table on 
the patio or hand in donations at the 
Welcome Center. We need DIAPERS 
(SIZES 3, 4, or 5) BABY WIPES, BABY 
SHAMPOO, BABY BODY WASH, BABY 
LOTIONS and (ONESIES all sizes).  

UMW POTLUCK LUNCHEON ON 
MARCH 5, 2020 

All women are welcome to attend our 
noon Potluck in Moore Hall.  Our 
speakers are Lesley Marshall & Kay 
Asuma from the Adult Literacy Coun-
cil.  If able, bring your own table 
service. This is our Climate Justice 
initiative to reduce  plastic and paper 
waste at Velda Rose. 

UMW PRESENTS MISSION PINS ON 
JANUARY 12TH 

On Sunday, at the 9:30 service, 
President Billie Larime and Member-
ship Chair Lynn Dunn presented to 
Gene and June Osbourne their Mis-
sion Recognition Pins to honor their 
years of work as the administrators of 
the New Horizons Sunday School 
class.  Theressa DeWeerd received 
her Mission Recognition Pin for her 
volunteer service in the Fitch Library. 
Congratulations for a job well done!! 
Thank you for your service. 

EXAMPLES OF HOW TO LIVE MORE 
LIKE MISTER ROGERS 

Connect with other people everyway 
you can and always see the very best 
in other people.        

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
President 
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Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

From the Apache Sentinel on 
March 3rd, 1967: 
 
Ground to be broken on Sunday 
afternoon for the new 
$500,000 Velda Rose Methodist 

Church to be built on a nine acre site at 5540 
Apache Trail. 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Remember to Save the Date: 
 
April 19, 2020 

Watch for our newest table on Plastic 
Pollution. 

Learn how you can help. 
 

 

VRUMC Foundation 

      

 

We invite you to join out Lenten Study as we prepare our hearts for the arrival of Holy Week 
and Easter. The study will begin on Wednesday, March 4, 2020 and will continue through 
Wednesday, April 1 (a five-week study). Our resource will be Adam Hamilton’s book, The 
Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life (Abingdon, 2019).  

The practices that we will examine include Worship and Prayer: A Living Hallelujah; Study: 
The Importance of Listening and Paying Attention; Serve: Here I Am, Lord, Send Me; Give: 
Where Your Treasure Is; Share: Going Fishing, Reflecting Light; and The Five Practices from 
the Cross.  

Adam Hamilton brings his usual freshness to this study of the Christian life. Magrey R. DeVega, Senior Pastor of 
Hyde Park United Methodist Church, states: “Many of the problems that plague our human condition can be 
solved by taking an intentional, faithful walk with God, and Adam Hamilton’s The Walk is a clear call and practi-
cal trail guide to lead the way. For anyone wanting to take their next steps in strengthening their spiritual prac-
tices, read this book and start a journey that can change your life.” 

Come and join us as we journey together! Books are $10.00 and are available in the office, or on Wednesday 
nights. Dinner is at 5:00 PM. The class begins at 6:00 PM. See you there! 

It is TAX Time.  The Velda Rose United Methodist Church (VRUMC) Foundation wants you to know that you can 
electronically transfer conventional IRAs (eligible for MRDs) from your brokerage directly to the VRUMC Foundation 
for TAX-FREE withdrawals.  You must be 70.5+ years according to IRS Tax Code and the IRA must be directly assigned 
to a qualified charity (VRUMC Foundation).  If you need assistance, please check with the Church Office and/or consult 
your financial advisor. 
 

Did you know?... 
 

You can donate stocks, bonds, insurance policies, vehicles, and real estate i.e., homes, to the Velda Rose United 
Methodist Church Foundation. For more information, contact Tim Most. 

The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 
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Church News 

The Walk, Breakfast for Dinner & Son of God, and More 

3/4:  LENTEN STUDY BEGINS 

The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian Life 

We invite you to join our Lenten Study as we prepare our 
hearts for the arrival of Holy Week and Easter. The study 
will begin on Wednesday, March 4 and will continue 
through Wednesday, April 1 (a five-week study). Our 
resource will be Adam Hamilton’s book, The Walk: Five 
Essential Practices of the Christian Life (Abingdon, 
2019). Books are $10.00 and are available in the office, or 
on Wednesday nights. Dinner is at 5:00 PM. The class 
begins at 6:00 PM. See you there! 

 

3/7:  UNITED METHODIST MEN will be meeting in MOORE 
HALL Saturday, March 7 at 8:00 AM. Doug Benton, 
VRUMC’s Bellmaster and Choral Director, will be our 
speaker. Questions? Call Tom Ross . 

 

3/13:  THE RED HAT LADIES will be going to lunch on 
Friday, March 13 to the 5 R Cha Thai Bistro located at 2011 
N. Recker Road, Mesa 85215, just north of McKellips. We 
are going to be meeting at 5 R Cha Thai at 11:30 AM. All 
ladies are welcome to join us. Please contact Mitzi Pearce 
for reservations or for more information. 

 

3/14:  LEISURE WORLD SPRING CONCERT 

You loved them when they sang here at Christmas, so you 
are invited to: 
 

The Leisure World Mixed Chorus 
Spring Concert 

“I’ve Got the Music in Me!” 
 

When:  March 14, 7 PM or March 15, 3 PM 
Where:  Leisure World Rec. 2 
Tickets:  $7 each, available from Pastor Pam 
Or at the door! 

 

3/19:  CIRCLE 3—Circle 3 will meet March 19th at 1:00 PM 
in Martin Hall.  Natalie Weaver from the New Leaf 
Organization will be presenting our program. 
 

CIRCLE 4—Circle 4 will meet March 19th at 1:00 PM in 
Room B. Program: Prayer and self-denial and Service 
project for the Quadrennial Event in Tempe. Please join 
us.  

3/22:  UMCOR SUNDAY: FROM “THEY” TO “WE”  
UMCOR is the United Methodist Committee on Relief, and 
yet they are anything but a typical committee. They are a 
program by the General Board of Global Ministries taking 
action when disaster strikes around the globe. UMCOR 
acts as the hands and feet of Christ’s church, moving 
towards the most vulnerable in their time of need. Helping 
people in their darkest days doesn’t have to be something 
“they” do, it can be something “we” do. We hope that you 
will give generously this upcoming UMCOR Sunday so that 
we, along with our United Methodist congregations 
around the globe, can share compassionate relief in the 
midst of devastation. Until then, let’s be praying for the 
volunteers, the lives they touch, and for hearts to be 
moved. 
 

3/27:  FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT + BREAKFAST FOR DINNER! 

Join us Friday, March 27 at 5:00 
PM in Moore Hall for SON OF GOD 
and a potluck! Share your favorite 
breakfast for dinner before 
heading over to the Sanctuary for 
SON OF GOD, “the larger-than-life 
story of the New Testament---from 
Jesus' humble birth through his 
teachings, crucifixion, and 
resurrection---gets its own motion-
picture treatment! Told with the 

scope and scale of an action epic, it features powerful 
performances, exotic locales, dazzling visual effects, and a 
rich orchestral score from Academy Award winner Hans 
Zimmer. Rated PG-13.” 
 

Please sign up Sunday mornings or during office hours to 
let us know what you’re bringing (and give us a proper 
beverage count). 

 

3/29:   OPERA NIGHT Sunday, March 29 at 3:00 PM, 
featuring Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon and Ryan Glover—
all outstanding opera singers who sing with the Arizona 
Opera and other opera companies.  

 

“I want the whole Christ for my Saviour, the whole Bible 
for my book, the whole Church for my fellowship, and the 
whole world for my mission field.”  ~ John Wesley 
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Board of Trustees Report 

 
The Trustees Committee met on 2/6/2020: 

Attendees:  Rev. Dr. Larry Norris, Rev. Daniel Gómez, Duane Clark, Howard Orr, Marcus Bentley, Larry Jackson, Tim Most, 
Peg Snowdall, Jill Prather, Gail Unruh  Guest: Tom Ross 

1.   As reported in January, the flat roof over the office and the Library needs replacement very soon. This will be a very 
complicated repair. It is a deteriorated,19 year old single-ply rubber roof over collapsed foam board, electrical conduits and 
a pre-stressed concrete structure. There are also several large heat pumps and a lot of ducting that will need to be moved. 
We have had 2 roofing contractors review the roofing issues so far. Two more are scheduled. One has taken core samples. 
One estimate is in. It is $99,879 for just the areas over the Office and Library, not including the electrical and AC/HP work. 
This is about ¼ of the 19 year old single-ply rubber flat roof area. Two more Contractors are scheduled to review and pre-
pare estimates. There are several re-roofing options. Options will likely include installing a significant amount of foam to 
get some slope for drainage and to provide some amount of insulation over the totally flat concrete roof structure. We 
have also hired a commercial roofing Consultant Engineer to review the roof issues and make recommendations. He will 
start the review on 2/24/20. 

 

2.   The new Medical Company, ‘Phoenician Medical Center’(PMC), has taken over the Leasing of 2 of the 3 suites previ-
ously rented by Dr. Rodarte as Desert Family Physicians. Dr. Rodarte will stay with PMC. A new commercial rental agree-
ment is in place, deposit and first month’s rent has been received. Suite 3 will now be separated from suites 4 & 5 and will 
be available for rent as soon as it is separated from suite 4. Two small wall sections are being installed to complete the 
separation. We have contacted the Dr. currently renting suite 2 about possibly expanding into suite 3. He is considering the 
option. We have also started working with a commercial realtor to help rent the unit if the Dr. next door doesn’t rent 
it.  Marcus is contacting SRP to get the electric bill switched over to the new tenant PMC per our new rental agreement and 
is scheduling the new wall installations. 

 

3.   Mesa Fire Dept. inspected the Medical Building and found a few minor issues that need corrected within the next two 
weeks when they will re-inspect. Marcus has checked the existing equipment and found that all the exit signs will need to 
be replaced with new battery powered emergency exit signs and several emergency lights will need special batteries. We 
are working to get these before the next inspection.     

 

4.   To improve security and access some of the items stored in room 608 are being moved to room 610 and some to stor-
age rooms above Moore Hall. This has been coordinated with all groups using these rooms. 

 

5.   The SW District held a live Trustee training webinar this week. Howard and Duane attended online. The training was 
very good and reminded us of all the responsibilities of the board of Trustees per the UMC Discipline. The PowerPoint pres-
entations are also on the District web site. The presentations followed the Trustee Manuals which all VRUMC Trustees 
have. 

 

6.   Martin Hall heat pump quit heating a few days ago. American Cooling checked it today and found that the low voltage 
transformer was improperly connected. It was quickly fixed. This is a fairly new Heat Pump that was installed by our previ-
ous AC contractor a few years ago. 

 

7.   The roughly 40 year old Chapel Heat Pump has finally died. It is a 13 ton split unit with a huge air handler mounted in a 
closet in the second floor Youth Room. We have repaired it several times in the last few years. The compressor is now 
shorted to ground. Since it is an old R22 HP unit it will likely need to be replaced. I will be meeting with Am. Cooling tomor-
row to see if there are any other options. The Air Handler was apparently installed before or during the Youth Room con-
struction and is too big to remove without complete disassembly. The UMW would like to replace some appliances in the 
Moore Hall kitchen as a service project. They will proceed with planning the project and review details with the Trustees 
before replacing the appliances. 
 
8.   The UMW would like to replace some appliances in the Moore Hall kitchen as a service project. They will proceed with 
planning the project and review details with the Trustees before replacing the appliances.  
 

Next meeting: Thursday, 3/5/2020, in Martin Hall at 6:30 PM. 
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Ben Keene 

Betty Elm 

Billie Larime /  

   Stephen Schmuki 

Carl Anderson Family  

David Soldinger 

Don & Liz 

Don Wallace 

Donald Huisman 

Donna Hoy 

Dorian & Nadia 

Dorsey Karl 

Fran Loots 

Gail Meltcher 

Gail Mutcher 

Geri Edson 

Gloria Lewis 

Grace Van Brundt 

Jan Harrison 

Jim & Betty White 

Judy Dubois 

Kathy Andrews 

The Krolick Family 

Laura K. 

Marie Gagne 

MariLou Welch 

Matt M.  

Ona Morgan 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Ray Farley 

Renee Roswell 

Rhiannon Ross 

Sher Reynolds 

Shirley Stock 

Sidney Bono 

Wermager Family 

Australia (Wildfires) 

Our Troops 

 

Bette Goddard 1-7-20 

Ardath Flocken 2-1-20 

 

Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is available before SonRise and Traditional services Sunday 
mornings, and is open to everyone with a loved one or friend they would like to have 

lifted in prayer. For prayer requests during the week, please contact the office. 
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen  

In need of prayer? Call head of 
the UMW Prayer Chain Ruth 
Mogen, the church office, or fill 
out the Prayer Request section 
on back of the Sunday services 
attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can 
accomplish much [when put into action 
and made effective by God—it is 
dynamic and can have tremendous 
power].  James 5:16 AMP 
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Also Celebrating  

 

Bob & Louise Middleton     3/3 

David & Mary Killgrove     3/9 

Richard & Margaret Reeves   3/19   

 

 

50+ Years 

 

Carl & Doris Anderson    3/2 

Dick & Jackie Gissel     3/19 

Don and Frances Sakshaug  3/29  

Robert Bormuth    3/3 

Evyn Fetty      3/4 

Rebecca Reed    3/4 

Erin McVeigh     3/6 

Esther Phillips     3/6   

Janet Schiltz     3/7 

William Corkill     3/8 

John Vermaat     3/8 

Roger Gorman    3/9 

Alyssa Amador    3/10 

Sulia Kaipelea    3/10 

Naida Simpson    3/11 

Ann Gemertsfelder   3/13 

Sally Small      3/13 

Anjuliet Walsh     3/13 

Johnny Amador    3/14 

 

 

 

 

Dana Chaney      3/15 

Kathleen Johnson    3/15 

Earle Lagro       3/15 

Doris Anderson     3/16 

Shantelle Ramirez    3/19 

Ron Roberts      3/21 

Nisi Kaipelea      3/23 

Lynda Boysen      3/23 

Anne Marie Griffiths   3/24 

Charles Foust      3/28 

Ruth Keilholtz      3/28 

Sally Clover      3/29 

Meredith Nelson     3/29 

Alyce Christenson    3/30 

Linda Cropper      3/31  

March  

March Birthdays  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Anniversaries 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

 

 
Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, March 10, 2020. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org with your 
newsletter articles. 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

 

This year’s Lenten study,  

The Walk, by Adam Hamilton, 

starts Wednesday, March 4  

at 6:00 PM in Moore Hall 

7:15—7:55 am   SonRise Worship  
       Douglass Chapel (Sanctuary) 
 

8:00—9:00 am   Holy Grounds  
       Moore Hall 
 

9:30—10:30 am  Traditional Worship  
       Sanctuary 

 

 

 


