
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2020 

 

   From Pastor Larry  

 

 

Greetings to all members and friends of Velda Rose United 
Methodist Church! 
 

To say that we are living in an unprecedented period is 
more than an understatement. We are encountering a time 
that is challenging us to make hard decisions that we have 
never had to make before.  
 

The worst thing that we can do is to make no decisions at 
all, or make decisions that are so arbitrary that they 
become meaningless. 
 

The leadership at Velda Rose has listened carefully to local, 
state, and national updates and recommendations 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. We have also received 
advice from you, our parishioners, and have consulted with 
our District Superintendent and other conference leaders.  
 

In a release issued by Bishop Robert Hoshibata on March 
16, 2020, he said, “The Desert Southwest Conference office 
is closely tracking and following the recommendations from 
the CDC and state officials. In consultation with the 
Extended Cabinet, I strongly recommend Desert Southwest 
Conference churches suspend all in-person gatherings 
through April 6, 2020.” For further updates about COVID – 
19, go to this link: https://dscumc.org/disaster-response-
resources/ 
 

Churches may respond in various ways, but in light of the 
fact that we serve the most vulnerable population group to 
the coronavirus, those above sixty-five years of age, and 
host relatively large worship services and congregational 
events, we have made the following decisions. 
 

1. All activities and events on the campus of Velda Rose 
UMC will be cancelled until further notice.  

2. This closure includes weekly worship, Bible studies, 
circle meetings, choral and bell practices, committee 
meetings, and rummage activities.  

3. This closure also applies to all other outside groups or 
community activities that use our facilities.  

4. We ask that, if you have attended any event or activity 
at Velda Rose UMC and have tested positive for the 

coronavirus, that you notify one of your pastors or the 
office as soon as possible. All information will be held in 
strictest confidence. 
 

We realize that this decision will be challenging in many 
ways. Nonetheless, your pastors will continue to reach out 
in ministry through a weekly livestream service on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30 a.m., accessible on the Velda Rose 
website (veldarose.org on the Connect tab/Watch), or on 
Facebook.  We are also planning to do a midweek 
devotional outreach, whose final form and delivery is yet to 
be established.  
 

Your pastors will be available by email and by telephone. 
The front office will be closed, but all staff, including 
pastors, will be on site daily during normal office hours.  
We will take messages and respond to pastoral concerns 
and issues.  
 

In this time of self-imposed social distancing, your pastors 
and staff will continue to prepare and plan for Palm 
Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday, as well as the 
months ahead. In the event that special days and events 
need to be cancelled, we will do our best to bring them to 
you through other forms of communication.   
 

Finally, we thank you for your faithfulness. You are a 
wonderfully devoted and loyal congregation, and your 
sustained giving is crucial during this time. The church will 
maintain all financial obligations regarding personnel and 
building expenses during the closure. 
 

Please remember that you can mail your tithes and 
contributions to the office, or give electronically. If needed, 
our office staff is available to provide assistance with 
electronic giving.  
 

 Above all else, remember that no matter where or how we 
meet, in good times or in difficult times, that we are the 
church. Christ is our Great Shepherd and He will continue 
to lead us as we move into the future. 
 

May God’s richest blessing be upon each and every one of 
you in the days ahead. 

https://dscumc.org/disaster-response-resources/
https://dscumc.org/disaster-response-resources/
http://www.veldarose.org
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     The faces of the human being come in many shapes and hues. The ancient 
traditions of the church carry a poignant story that on the journey to the cross, 
Jesus’ face was stained by blood, dust, and sweat. A woman by the name of 
Veronica came forward. She knelt down and wiped his face with a 
handkerchief.  Once again one could see the face of the Lord. 

     We must remember that all persons are created in the image of God. Our 
faces reflect our Creator’s image. Yet at times our faces become unrecognizable 
because they have been covered or marred by the grime and dirt of life. Jesus 
does not accuse or condemn. He welcomes, forgives, and restores. Should we not 
do the same? 

      As Holy Week and Easter approach, let us look into the faces of those with whom we journey. Let us peer 
into the eyes of those who carry visible and invisible wounds that betray painful crosses that have been 
carried deep in their souls. These folks are all around us. Let us become healers of the heartbroken and the 
downtrodden. In their faces. Let us see the image of God, the face of Jesus!  

     A meditation from India by Mother Teresa* expresses it this way: 
 

Jesus is the Word - to be spoken 
Jesus is the Truth - to be told 

Jesus is the Light - to be lit 
Jesus is the Life - to be lived 

Jesus is the joy - to be shared 
Jesus is the Peace - to be given 

Jesus is the Bread of Life - to be fed 
Jesus is the thirsty - whose thirst is to be quenched 

Jesus is the naked - to be clothed 
Jesus is the homeless - to be taken in 

Jesus is the sick - to be healed 
Jesus is the lonely - to be loved 

Jesus is the unwanted - to be valued 
Jesus is the leper - whose wounds are to be washed 

Jesus is the beggar - to be given a smile 
Jesus is the drunkard - to be listened to 
Jesus is the mentally ill - to be protected 
Jesus is the little one - to be embraced 

Jesus is the blind - to be led 
Jesus is the dumb - to be spoken for 

Jesus is the crippled - to be walked alongside 
Jesus is the drug addict - to be befriended 

Jesus is the prostitute - to be removed from danger 
Jesus is the prisoner - to be visited 
Jesus is the elderly - to be served 

 

   In our own wounds and suffering, Jesus has gazed upon us in mercy and forgiveness. In the assurance of 
Resurrection Faith, let each of us become the face of Jesus to a world that needs to see his love. Let us 
become the face of Easter!   -- Pastor Larry 
 

*From A Procession of Prayers, Meditations and Prayers from Around the World, John Carden; Moorehouse Publishing, pp. 228-229, 
1998. 
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In the bible, the book of Ecclesiastes says 

there is a time to weep, and a time to 

laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 

dance”.  In the midst of difficult moments 

of crisis, the churches typically find 

comfort in those hymns that embrace 

grief, pain, and even anger.  It is such 

songs (hymns) of both lament and praise 

which also express hope and God’s grace 

amidst crisis and uncertainty. Singing 

hymns (songs) are essential to worship as 

members of the community of faith, both 

locally and globally.  Today’s reality with COVID-19 challenges our practice(s) of coming together to worship 

and grow with one another. 

Social distancing is the new buzz word and it’s become the new strategy about gathering with others.  The 

NBA season is suspended; and airlines are cutting back on domestic & international flights. Many 

restaurants are closed, as are movie theaters and schools.  The NCAA March Madness basketball 

tournament is gone and the “strip” in Las Vegas is empty due to the closure of 14 Casinos. We are being 

warned about not stepping into large crowds and abstaining from shaking hands with others.  We wash our 

hands frequently and are worried about hand sanitizer and toilet paper.   

As pastors, we face new challenges during this time of national and global upheaval.  Many churches—if 

not most—are now closed because of the possibility of contagion, practicing "social distancing" to minimize 

the possibility of exponentially passing on the virus that has disrupted our lives.  As pastors, we have begun 

to creatively adjust by seeking ways to worship online, to “live-stream” a service on Sundays through a 

variety of platforms like ZOOM, Facebook live-streaming, perhaps online Bible studies, and more.  As 

pastors, our challenge is to be mindful of not selling out for for high tech in-lieu of high touch. That is, to 

continue to provide the pastoral presence (touch) in the lives of the flock that Christ has entrusted us to 

care for.   

It is not in God's nature to be distant. In the story of the “Woman at the Well”, social distancing was a norm 

between the Jews and the Samaritans.  Jesus brought a paradigm shift between these two groups as he 

offered the story of salvation.  The Incarnation story is all about God entering our lives, our experiences, 

not departing from them.  Immanuel, God with us! The central event in the story of salvation—the 

Incarnation—is all about God entering our experience, not departing from it. Immanuel—God with us! God 

will not and does not, distance himself from us. Paul reminds us that we are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed 

(2 Cor. 4:8-9 NRS). This is a theme that runs throughout Scripture. God is near us, not distant from us.  God 

will be with us no matter where we are. 
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For three years the unlikely group of followers has followed Jesus around 
Galilee. The twelve have listened intently to His teachings and have been 
awe-struck by one incredible miracle after another.  More recently, they 
have been watching with increasing fear and astonishment as He boldly 
challenges the authorities with a reckless sort of daring-do. These insiders 
know who He is. At least, they proclaim to know who He is, and yet… 
 
When Jesus’ growing defiance toward those in power begins to turn nasty, 
Jesus knows it.  His disciples, however, don’t seem to have a clue. The last 
meal they have together is filled with some sort of apprehension and unease 
that they can’t quite put their finger on.  Jesus alone knows the real meaning 

behind the bread and cup. Jesus alone knows about Judas’ bloody betrayal.  
 
But that betrayal is not the worst one.  In spite of everything they’ve heard, everything they’ve witnessed, 
everything they should have known, the remaining disciples soon turn their back on their beloved 
leader.  Things start getting violent in the Gethsemane garden, and soon after that, nine of them run and 
hide. Peter, the “rock,” watches for a little while from a distance, but as soon as his relationship to Jesus is 
about to be discovered, he, too, runs for the hills.  The only one who stays until the gruesome end is John 
the beloved. 
 
The truth is, we don’t want to stay until the gruesome end, either.  We’ll tolerate the growing storm clouds 
as the season of Lent marches on.  But once we get to the parades on Palm Sunday we are eager to skip the 
rest of the story and get to the good stuff on Easter. Don’t make us think about the gloom descending on 
Maundy Thursday.  Please don’t make us look at that horrible cross on Good Friday. Let us just move right 
on to the overwhelming joy of Resurrection Day! We don’t want to witness the rest. 
 
Oh, but please don’t skip it.  Please don’t go running from the solemnity of the Last Supper; don’t ignore the 
dreadful darkness of the Cross.  Because truly, we cannot comprehend or appreciate the wondrous miracle 
of Easter Sunday unless we first face the death that was overcome through that miracle. 
 
This season of Lent there is much uncertainty.  We don’t know if Velda Rose will be open for that most holy 
of weeks.  But will there be a year without an Easter?  
 
Uncategorically no!  If we cannot be with one another in fact, we sure can be with each other in Spirit!  I 
encourage you to take that journey from Palm Sunday to Easter by opening your Bible.  Read the stories. 
Contemplate your place in them. Spend time in deep prayer. And when Easter comes, celebrate!  For not 
even Co-Vid19 can stop His resurrection!   
 
Rejoice!  No matter what…He is risen, indeed! This season of uncertainty will pass.  The church in Diaspora 
(if you don’t know that word, look it up!) will at last be reunited, and on that glorious day, we will celebrate 
the Risen Lord with great joy, together!  
 
What a day that will be!  
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April – one of my most favorite months of the 
year! Not only does God share His great beauty 
with us during springtime—great weather, beau-
tiful desert flowers, the great scent of oranges (at 
least for a couple of days before the sinuses clog 
up!) and, this year, God also reminds us of His 
sharing His son with us, who has taken all of our 
sins away and is saving a special place for each of 
us in heaven! What an awesome God we have!! 
 

We are probably still worrying about COVID-19, 
though by the time you read this, I hope and pray 
that we are on the downhill side of the curve! 
This has certainly been a trying time for every-
one—indeed, everyone on earth! Thank God, that 
we have Him to rely on for comfort and hope and 
healing. 
 

We here at Velda Rose are very thankful for the 
leadership of our Pastors—Larry, Daniel and 
Pam—who continue to care for all of us, and pray 
with us for all the people of God. We are very 
thankful that we have this great church who re-
minds us now online, as we have continually been 
reminded on Sundays, and other days, of God's 
continual love for us.  
 

We are thankful for a staff who continues to an-
swer the phone, help people, keep things clean 
and going, and are there when we need them! I 
am truly honored to be a member of this incredi-
ble group of people and a member of this incredi-
ble church. Thank you for having me! 
 

Be sure to watch services online on our website 
and on our Facebook page. Once we are back in 
the church again, I ask anyone who feels they can 
sing, to think about joining the Choir! If you have 
handbell experience, please contact me and let's 
talk!  
 

Please continue to financially support our church, 
and pray for us and especially for our Pastors. Be 
safe, and know you are loved! 
 

In Christ's name, 

 

Doug 

 

Douglas J. Benton 
Bellmaster & Choral Director  

 
 
 
 

 

 
Thank you, everyone, for your tremendous support of 
our concert series this spring. (A big thank you to 
those who performed or were scheduled to perform 
in the future, as well!) The response to our Infinity in 
Music Series exceeded our expectations. We’ve had a 
strong start!  
 
However, due to our current circumstances, we have 
decided to cancel all upcoming concert series events 
through May. Here’s the good news: plans are 
already under way for the fall season—and we are 
excited for what’s coming up! 
 
Until then, let us not forget that music is a gift from 
the Lord. No matter where we are or who we are 
with, His words can edify our minds, our hearts, our 
spirits, our souls. 
 
 

“Sing a new song to the LORD; 
    he has done wonderful things! 

By his own power and holy strength 
    he has won the victory.” 

 
Psalm 98:1  

Good News Translation 
 
 
 

_______________________________________________ 

 
Praise the Lord! For the Lord is good; sing praises to 
His name, for He is gracious and lovely! 
 

      Psalm 135:3  AMP  
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UMW LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
AWARDS 

At the Red Mountain UMW Leadership 
Training on January 18th, our UMW 
Unit received two Certificates of 
Recognition.  The first certificate was 
“Velda Rose Exceeded Mission 
Pledge”.  The second certificate was 
“Living the Charter for Racial 
Justice”.    Our project for the Racial 
Justice Certificate was for members of 
UMW to experience a different 
cultural style of worship.  Two 
members of our Executive Committee 
participated in our local Tongan 
Sunday Service. It was a beautiful 
spiritual and musical experience. 

In addition to the first two Certificates 
of Recognition there was the 
announcement that ten members of 
our Velda Rose Unit received UMW 
Reading Certificates.  Yearly the Velda 
Rose UMW contributes at least 30 new 
books to the Fitch Library. When you 
visit the Library for coffee fellowship, 
notice all the UMW books along the 
west wall.  Simply fill out (one time) a 
registration card from the desk with 
your name, address, and phone 
number. When checking out books, 
use the date stamp on both the blue 
card and the pocket paper.  Add your 
name and phone number each time 
you check out a book using the blue 
card in the back of each book. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 

There are several opportunities for 

new volunteers here at Velda Rose. Be 
a part of our mission work! UMW 
needs one or two women to help us 
buy “Nurse Emergency Supplies” for 
our local elementary schools that we 
have been supporting for many 
years.  In our budget we have 
designated several thousand dollars 
for children at Jefferson, Stevenson, 
Taft and Sousa. Some medical supplies 
are not always available to our 
students. We send an interested adult 
to ask the school nurses what supplies 
they need for the 2020 school 
year.  We buy the supplies and take 
them back to the appropriate school at 
the beginning of each school year. 
Please contact Billie Larime if you 
would like to help. Having been a 
schoolteacher all my working career, I 
would be glad to help an interested 
person learn the ropes. 

RESPONSE (the magazine of women 
in mission) 

In the January/February 2020 issue is 
the article about “a Sanctuary to Grow 
and Heal” by Nile Sprague on pp. 18-
24.  This article tells about one of the 
projects that our mission money goes 
to when we give through the UMW 
East District Mission Pledge.  Read the 
article about how our money helps a 
divided and marginalized community, 
find housing, employment, wellness 
and peace. The article tells about the 
East Belfast Mission in Northern 
Ireland.  After decades of conflict and 
over 3,500 deaths, a major move 
toward peace happened in 1998. Two 
communities are coming together in 
community outreach. Read more 
about how this is accomplished. 

RAISING MONEY FOR MISSION 
THROUGH THE MISSION WAREHOUSE 

What a great experience to be able to 
raise money for mission here in our 

own community!  Through helping 
each other recycle, we help many 
women, children, and youth in our 
local East Valley.  A special thank you 
to our volunteer managers Joan & Tim 
Most for their dedication to Velda 
Rose and mission work.  I want to 
highlight just five of those very local 
mission projects. 1. We provide “Nurse 
Emergency Funds” for our local 
Elementary Schools:  Taft, Stevenson, 
Jefferson and Sousa. 2. Every 
Christmas we provide “500 Christmas 
Stockings” to the same schools. 3. We 
provide money and materials to 
“Arizona Blankets 4 Kids”.  These 
blankets are given to local foster 
children. 4. We donate supplies and 
money to “Treasures for Teachers”. 
These are craft materials given to local 
teachers for projects in our local 
schools.  5. We provide church -wide 
donations of Baby Diapers, Baby 
Wipes, Baby Lotion, Baby Wash, and 
Baby Clothes to “Save the Family”. This 
charitable Mesa organization helps 
homeless families with food, clothing, 
shelter, and job training. 

POTLUCK LUNCHEON CANCELLED  

Our last Potluck Luncheon of the 
spring has been cancelled.  

 

Remember that our purpose is to 
“Love the poor, hear the cries of the 
oppressed, protect the victim and 
welcome the stranger” (Micah 6:8) 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
President 
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Appreciate what you have, before 
you haven't… Tax day is April 
15th!!! 

 
The April 19th, 2020 Earth Day 
Celebration has been postponed until 
sometime this fall, circumstances 
allowing. Watch the Newsletter for 
ongoing information. We hope all of our 
winter visitors will be back and able to 
enjoy the festivities with us. 
Thank you for understanding. 
 

     1-13 You who sit down in the High God’s presence, 
    spend the night in Shaddai’s shadow, 
Say this: “GOD, you’re my refuge. 
    I trust in you and I’m safe!” 
That’s right—he rescues you from hidden traps, 
    shields you from deadly hazards. 
His huge outstretched arms protect you— 
    under them you’re perfectly safe; 
    his arms fend off all harm. 
Fear nothing—not wild wolves in the night, 
    not flying arrows in the day, 
Not disease that prowls through the darkness, 
    not disaster that erupts at high noon. 
Even though others succumb all around, 
    drop like flies right and left, 
    no harm will even graze you. 
You’ll stand untouched, watch it all from a distance, 
    watch the wicked turn into corpses. 

Yes, because GOD’s your refuge, 
    the High God your very own home, 
Evil can’t get close to you, 
    harm can’t get through the door. 
He ordered his angels 
    to guard you wherever you go. 
If you stumble, they’ll catch you; 
    their job is to keep you from falling. 
You’ll walk unharmed among lions and snakes, 
    and kick young lions and serpents from the path. 
14-16 “If you’ll hold on to me for dear life,” says GOD, 
    “I’ll get you out of any trouble. 
I’ll give you the best of care 
    if you’ll only get to know and trust me. 
Call me and I’ll answer, be at your side in bad times; 
    I’ll rescue you, then throw you a party. 
I’ll give you a long life, 
    give you a long drink of salvation!”   

It is TAX Time.  The Velda Rose United Methodist Church (VRUMC) Foundation wants you to know that you 
can electronically transfer conventional IRAs (eligible for MRDs) from your brokerage directly to the VRUMC 
Foundation for TAX-FREE withdrawals.  You must be 70.5+ years according to IRS Tax Code and the IRA must 
be directly assigned to a qualified charity (VRUMC Foundation).  If you need assistance, please check with the 
Church Office and/or consult your financial advisor. 

A new group of soul servers has come together to keep those who are in need feeling 
connected.  They have a list of folks already that they will call and keep contact with.  
If you know of anyone, particularly a homebound or ill person, who might need a caring 
person to just call and chat with on a regular basis, please let Pastor Pam know. 
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4/26:  Native American Ministries Sunday 
 

One tribe in North America has told this story for centuries: 
when people “pale as birch” crossed the great water in large 
canoes, they brought with them “The Black 
Book.”  However, the bringers of the physical Book could not 
have known what it would mean and look like to be Native 
and a follower of Jesus.   

Today Native Americans—with many unique languages, 
many unique cultures—honor their heritage, and live as 
Jesus-followers, led by a rotation of primarily Native 
American pastors. 

Supporting the Ministry of Christ Among Native People 

Most Americans today recognize that the history following 
the arrival of the large canoes bore little resemblance to the 
one all Christians identify as Creator. That’s why the people 
of The United Methodist Church, Native and non-Native, are 
creating a new history. Through Native American Ministries 
Sunday, we’re able to equip and empower Native American 
pastors, congregations and seminary students to do what 
only they can do: authentically worship and serve Jesus. 

As a member of The United Methodist Church, your gift, on 
this day, equips Native congregations—like New York’s 
Onondaga Nation UMC and Nebraska’s Native American 
Sacred Winds congregation—to worship and serve as only 
they can. 

This work, and hundreds of other ministries, are possible 
because you give. 

Our Giving Allows Native Americans to Encounter, Worship 
and Serve Jesus 

When you support Native American Ministries Sunday, 11 
congregations that are finding fresh new ways to minister to 
their communities with the love of Christ. 

Dr. Richard Twiss, a member of the Sicangu Lakota Oyate 
from the Rosebud Sioux Reservation in South Dakota, asked: 

“Will we be allowed to develop new ways of doing church 
that honor God’s purposes for the creative expression of our 
cultures? Will new ministry partnerships and 
coalitions form? Will you help be a part of this wonderful 
process of reconciliation, restoration and release?”    

Say yes. 

To give by mail, please put name of Sunday in note section and 
send checks to:  
GCFA 
P.O. Box 340029 
Nashville, TN 37203 

       = 

 

Electronic giving is Corona free! (We 
accept all major credit cards except 
American Express.) 

 

 

As we go through a period of suspended church services, 
it is important for us to continue to remember the 
faithfulness of the Lord by returning our tithes and 
offerings. God is always faithful to His word and it is 
through giving that we express our love to Him and 
continue to move His work forward. Hebrews 10:23 
NRSV says: “Let us hold fast to the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who has promised is 
faithful.”  

Even after the current crisis is over, giving electronically 
is free of the risks of handling cash and checks, as well as 
collection plate itself. Since we will not be meeting 
together as a church for a while, below are instructions 
as to how we can give electronically.  

HOW DOES A WORSHIPER SIGN UP FOR PushPay? 

Signing up with PushPay offers several fairly simple 
processes.  

If you have a Smartphone and know how to Text, simply 
type veldaroseumc and send it to 77977. You will be 
taken to a place to give a single gift, or set up an 
account and define regular custom giving. 

Go to our website http://veldarose.org/connect/
give/ and follow the link "$ Electronic Giving" 

Get our App on your iPhone or Android device. Search, in 
the App or Play Store, Velda Rose, and download the 
app. This will also give you other features include real 
time news and announcements. 

If you are unable to do any of these methods on your 
own, call our office and we will get what we need from 
you to make this happen.  

WE ALSO CAN ACCEPT DONATIONS ON OUR FACEBOOK 
PAGE  

Go to https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/ and a 
Donate Now button appears right below our Cover 
Photo. 

You may then pay with a credit or debit card, or with an 
electronic check.  

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/native-american-ministries-sunday#
http://veldarose.org/connect/give/
http://veldarose.org/connect/give/
https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/
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The Trustees Committee met on March 5, 2020: 
 
Attendees:  Rev. Dr. Larry Norris, Duane Clark, Howard Orr, Marcus Bentley, Larry Jackson, Tim Most, Peg 
Snowdall 
 
1. As reported previously, the 19 year-old flat roof over the office and the Library has had repeated leak repairs 
and needs major repairs or replacement very soon. We have now received 3 qualified roofing contractor 
proposals to replace and we have received a roof evaluation and recommendations from the only certified 
Commercial Roof Consultant in AZ. The results are: 
 
 A)  It will take $140,416 to properly replace the existing single-ply PVC roof over the Office and Library, 8,371 
SF (which are the current repeated leak areas). Two lower prices estimates ($65K and $100K) were received for 
spray-in-place (SIP) foam roofing.  This SIP roofing would be an inferior systems with questionable drainage 
which should last about 10 years and then would need re-coating every few years. They would not meet current 
building codes and would probably have ponding water issues – like our current roof. With any of these 
proposals there would be additional costs to move Air Conditioners and relocate, repair or replace electrical 
wiring and conduit buried in the roof system. 
 
 B)  To redo all the low-level 19 yr. old roofs (33,990 SF) per current code and per roofing consultant 
recommendations and current Code, would cost $490,000 to $545,000 (per Consultant). This is about half of the 
roofs on Campus. It does not include the main Church (Sanctuary), the Chapel or the Moore Hall Bldg.  These 
roofs are in better shape, have some slope (for drainage) and have not yet become repeated leak issues. 
 
 C)  After reviewing this, reviewing current VRUMC Finances, consulting with several experienced roofing 
contractors and doing extensive flat roof research the Trustees have decided to clean and re-coat the existing 
leaking roof areas with compatible roof coating materials to extend the life of the existing roof system.  We 
believe we can do this with volunteer and some hired labor for less the $10,000 for the 8,371 SF area over the 
Offices and Library. This will be done with relatively new Silicone coating materials that should prevent leaks and 
extend the structural life of the existing single-ply PVC roofing with ponding water for several years (expect 5 to 
10 yrs.).  Less expensive acrylic and solvent-based coatings would not work with our PVC roofing and ponding 
water. Concurrently, we are requesting a funding campaign to raise money to eventually replace the roofing 
properly with 20-year plus materials and adequate slope for drainage. 

 
2. We have listed Suite 3 of the Medical Building for lease with a commercial realtor with extensive expertise in 
Medical-related office properties.  
 
3.     The very old Chapel Heat Pump, with a failed compressor, has been replaced with a new 7.5 Ton Heat Pump. 
Cost was $11,517.83. Unit is now in and working properly. 
 
 
 
Trustees are also Meeting with I-Connect and 2020 Vision to help plan a way forward considering current 
Campus size, Expenses and Church Income. 
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Anna Bentley 

Ashley LaRonde 

Bev Svobela 

Billie Larime /  

   Stephen Schmuki 

Brad Taylor 

Carissa Zamora 

Carl Anderson Family  

Carlos Aguilera 

David Soldinger 

Diane Fischer 

Don & Liz 

Donald Huisman 

Dorsey Karl 

Gail Mutcher 

Geri Edson 

Gloria Lewis 

Grace Van Brundt 

Gwen 

Herb Stowers 

Jack Nelson 

Janet Schlitz & Family 

Jeff Shirley 

Jim & Betty White 

Jim & Susan Kenyon 

Judy Dubois 

Kathy Andrews 

The Krolick Family 

Larry Gorthey 

Linda Faye Raan 

Marie Gagne 

MaryLou & Terry Strain 

Penny Ponte & Family 

Priscilla Jones 

The Roberts Family 

Shiela Waterbury 

Sue Summers 

Suzy Popuaz 

Tom Poole 

Wermager Family 

Winnie Tutor 

The Future of our UMC 

Our Troops 

VRUMC Congregation 

The World-Wide Population 

Elizabeth Waltrip 2/19/20 

Robert Bormuth 2/25/20 

Michael Flamme 3/14/20 

 

Prayer Requests 
The Prayer Request Book is available before SonRise and Traditional services Sunday 
mornings, and is open to everyone with a loved one or friend they would like to have 

lifted in prayer. For prayer requests during the week, please contact the office. 
 

Church office: (480) 832-2111   
UMW Prayer Chain: Ruth Mogen  

In need of prayer? Call head of the 
UMW Prayer Chain Ruth Mogen, the 
church office, or fill out the Prayer 
Request section on back of the 
Sunday services attendance sheet.  
The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a 
righteous man (believer) can accomplish 
much [when put into action and made 
effective by God—it is dynamic and can 
have tremendous power].  James 5:16 AMP 
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Tom & Angie Daggy      4/1 

Maggie & Scott Foster      4/13 

Stephen & Sherrill Weary    4/23 

Tom & Dana Chaney      4/30 

  

 

Steve & Lois Benson    4/2 

Bob & Jane Collins     4/5 

 
  

Dorothy Kuspis    4/1 

Eileen Bergquist    4/3 

Edward Lyle      4/3 

Charles Simons    4/3 

Margaret Foster    4/6 

Adam Orr       4/6 

Frank Yoder      4/6 

Jo Lynn White     4/7 

Becky Duffy      4/8 

Barbara Irving     4/9 

James Oisten     4/10 

Donn Larson     4/11 

Sheila Arnold     4/12 

Earla Long      4/14 

Rebecca Cassavaugh  4/15 

Lorraine Coffey    4/16   

Shirley Lindner    4/16 

Doris McMahon     4/16 

Richard Poyer      4/16 

Daniel Jeter       4/18 

Sherrie Bludorn     4/19 

Frances Sakshaug     4/19 

Jon Contreras      4/20 

Eli Gómez       4/20 

Gerald DeLand     4/22 

Beverly Gibbons     4/22 

Alan Burke        4/24 

Maurice Meschke    4/24 

Maryoris Walsh     4/24 

George Oldham     4/25 

Barbara Clayburn    4/26 

Roy Knight       4/28 

Billie Larime       4/28 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Easter Sunrise Service:  To Be Determined 
1st Easter Traditional Service:  To Be Determined 
2nd Easter Traditional Service:  To Be Determined 

 
CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

VRUMC’s New Communion Protocol 


