
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 6 June 2020 

By Pastor Larry  

 

         Sometimes a tale comes along and it is just too 
good not to pass on to all of you. It is a story that 
comes from the noted Biblical scholar, R. Alan 
Culpepper in an article in The New Interpreter’s Bible 
Commentary (The Gospel of Luke, 
Volume IX; p. 298, 1995). It is not a new 
story but to read it again struck a strong 
cord in me. The crisp relevance of its 
message is drawn from Jewish tradition 
but comes to life in the "lost and found" 
parables of Luke 15.  

 

     In these months in which we have 
been separated by the Coronavirus and 
unable to participate in many "normal" 
activities, I believe we have come to 
appreciate in a renewed way things that we often take 
for granted. I think what Culpepper’s comments do is 
to help us appreciate in a timely way the necessity and 
power of our collective faith. It does so even in the 
midst of not being able to gather for church events. 

 

     Here is R. Alan Culpepper's commentary and story: 

 

     “The parables that are Jesus’ response to the 
Pharisees’ murmuring still have the power to expose 
the roots of bitterness that dig their way into us 
whenever we feel that God is too good to others and 
not good enough to us. Typically, we want mercy for 
ourselves and justice for others, but the Lukan 
parables call for us to celebrate with God because God 
has been merciful not only to us but to others also, 
even to those we would not otherwise have accepted 
into our fellowship. 

 

     “A Jewish story tells of the good fortune of a 
hardworking farmer. The Lord appeared to this farmer 
and granted him three wishes, but with the condition 
that whatever the Lord did for the farmer would be 
given double to his neighbor.  

 

     The farmer, scarcely believing his good fortune, 

wished for a hundred cattle. Immediately he received 
a hundred cattle, and he was overjoyed until he saw 
that his neighbor had two hundred.  

 

     So he wished for a hundred acres of land, and again 
he was filled with joy until he saw that his neighbor 

had two hundred acres of land.  

 

     Rather than celebrating God’s 
goodness, the farmer could not escape 
feeling jealous and slighted because his 
neighbor had received more than he.  

 

     Finally, he stated his third wish: that 
God would strike him blind in one eye. 
And God wept." 

 

Culpepper says: “The parables of the lost 
sheep and the lost coin expose the 

grudging spirit that prevents us from receiving God’s 
mercy. Only those who can celebrate God’s grace to 
others can experience that mercy themselves.”   

      

     As Christians, let us remember that we are people 
of grace! We live in an era when we hear bitter and 
divisive words both in the church and across our 
culture, opinions of a theological, social, and political 
nature. Perhaps the Coronavirus has quieted some of 
the harsh rhetoric within the church for now, but it is 
sure to gain momentum as we come to a semblance of 
social normalcy.  

 

     God help us! God help us to examine our own 
hearts to see where we harbor anger, grudges, and 
hypocrisy. Let us not become “blind guides” as did the 
Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 15:14). God help us to 
know that we cannot know the mercy of God in our 
own lives until we have extended it to others - not just 
who we like - but those we struggle to accept and love 
because they see things differently. Indeed, let us 
remember that, "there are none so blind as those who 
will not see." 

 

See you On-Line! 
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Typically, churches across our cities are packed on Sundays, with lots of activities taking place inside 
and outside of the buildings. Now, church campuses have very 
little traffic, and at times, seem quite empty. Do you remember 
Sunday mornings at Velda Rose UMC? People mingling with one 
another as they exit the sanctuary on their way to a Sunday 
School class, as others enter the building for the next worship 
service. Shopping carts filling up with canned goods for the Food 
Pantry, and tables in the patio area displaying information about 
various Velda Rose UMC ministries and/or programs. While 
others sit at a bench, enjoying conversation with friends, the 
library full of people enjoying a cup of coffee and half a 
doughnut. 

 
Recently, I read an article about the Black Plague in the 14th century and the impact it made in 
society and in everyday living. The Church of the Holy Sepulcher (In Jerusalem’s Old City) was closed 
to the public for a sustained period. This church is considered an important pilgrimage center for 
Christians all over the world. Today, due to the global health crisis, the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is 
again closed. In 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic is doing what wars, depressions and natural disasters 
have not: shutting down places of worship for Christians all over the world.   
  
The words in the bible, “love one another, forgive one another, rejoice with one another, bear with 
one another” appear in the New Testament 59 times.  These words give evidence of how significant 
and important a relational environment is needed to foster relationships in our lives.  It begs the 
question: are these relationships cultivated only on Sunday morning worship services?  The 
congregation not being able to assemble as the collective Body of Christ is a crucial challenge in our 
lives.   
 
Recently, Pope Francis stood alone at the Vatican, to give a blessing before a large-empty square.  As 
pastors, we are retooling our approach to connect and engage with our congregation as well, using 
various social media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, texting and Zoom.  We are learning how to 
use these resources to continue promoting relationships within the congregation, and aid in 
necessary interactions for new friendships.  Sometimes, the old reliable telephone is still the best 
engagement and connection tool.    
  
We are living in an environment that is restricting the pastoral care approach to our congregations, 
making it very difficult (if not prohibited) to do hospital visits and in-person crisis counseling.  The 
sacraments of baptism and communion are postponed, as are funerals and weddings.  The rituals of 
worship, of gathering as a church, of connecting with one another; look very different these 
days.  Whether we are using new tools and resources to do Online Worship, using  social media to 
stay engaged, or relying on the telephone to stay connected – the message remains the same.  Even 
though the methods have adapted, the mission remains unchanged. We still continue to bring the 
hope and healing of Jesus Christ to a world in need.  Not being able to gather at church does not keep 
us from being the church.  
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This period of isolation has affirmed many things I already knew in my 
heart: 
 

 People aren’t meant to be alone.  God created us for relationship with 
Him and with each other.  The sad thing is there are many in our 
congregation who face isolation even in normal times.  Please remember 
them when this is over.  
 

 People need human touch.  The thing I have been hearing more than 
anything during this time in our history is how much people long for a 
handshake, a touch, a hug.  I confess that on Mother’s Day, when our 
daughter and grandkids drove over for a “drive-by” hello, none of us could 

stand it anymore and we had to give each other a brief hug.  It felt like heaven. 
 

 God has not left us.  I have truly felt His presence as I have dealt with the difficulties and fears 
of the great unknown in front of us.  The truth is, there are always difficulties and fears in front of 
us, but rarely do we have something this broad, affecting the entire world and every part of our 
lifestyle, not just for a couple of months, but probably for a long time to come.  But God will bring 
us to a new day, I have faith in that.  I pray you do, too. 
 

 The most important thing that has been affirmed for me is very personal.  Some of you are 
aware of the struggles we are having in the Wagner household as Bob slides down into 
dementia.  But it only took a few days of isolation with him for me to finally acknowledge the 
truth.   

 

Bob needs me home.   
 

I love Velda Rose and for a few days I considered my options.  Could I work from home?  Not 
really.  Ministry, especially visitation ministry, requires presence.  Could I hire a caretaker?  No, the 
reality is Bob needs ME home, not a stranger, not even a friend.  During this bittersweet, difficult time 
of our nearly 50-year marriage, he has become very dependent.  Frankly, I want to be with him, as 
well, because all too soon the time will come when I can’t. 
 

So, as much as it pains me to leave Velda Rose as one of your pastors, I have given our District 
Superintendent, as well as our SPRC my letter of resignation as of June 30, 2020.  You all have a 
special place in my heart, and as you all move forward into an uncertain future, I pray you will all 
work hard together to bring Velda Rose to a new future, different, but God-kissed.  May God bless 
every one of you. 
 

Love,  
 
Pastor Pam 
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Sunday, June 7: Trinity Sunday         
Peace with Justice Offering 

Pastor Larry  
 

Sunday, June 14: Second Sunday  
After Pentecost 
Pastor Daniel 
 
Sunday, June 21: Third Sunday  
After Pentecost | Father’s Day 
Pastor Pam 
 
Sunday, June 28: Fourth Sunday 
After Pentecost 
Pastor Larry 

 
 June 3 Meditation 
 Pastors Daniel and Larry  

 

 June 10 Meditation 

 Pastors Larry and Daniel 

 

 June 17 Meditation 

 Pastors Larry and Daniel 

 

 June 24 Meditation 

 Pastors Daniel and Larry 

Worship Resources: Our worship resources reside in two places: Velda Rose's Facebook page, and VRUMC’s 
YouTube channel.  

 

The front page of our Facebook presence is located at https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/ and you can 
go directly to the video page at https://tinyurl.com/yd3opdfw. 

 

Our YouTube channel is at https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos. You can also access the YouTube vid-
eos on our website, veldarose.org. Choose the Connect tab and then the Watch tab (veldarose.org/connect/
watch). 

 
 
For your convenience, we now have a 
drop box located east of the office 
entrance (facing the parking lot) for tithes, 
offerings, and all other correspondence.  
 
The box is checked several times a day 
Monday through Friday.  
 
Thank you for continuing to help us 
maintain social distancing! 

https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/
https://tinyurl.com/yd3opdfw
https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos
http://www.veldarose.org/
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One of the great blessings of my life has been singing and playing our beloved hymns.  As a child, I 
have fond memories of the hymns our family sang when we attended church.  My father directed our 
congregation in singing the hymns for over thirty years!  

As I grew older, I took an interest in learning how certain hymns came to be written.  Some have been 
borne of tremendous adversity and tragedy; others from a deeply spiritual experience. 

I was touched by the story behind “It is Well with My Soul” and wanted to share it with you this 
month.  It was presented by Lloyd Newell during “Music and the Spoken Word”, recently broadcast 

from Salt Lake City.  

It Is Well with My Soul  

Life can be so unpredictable—joys and sorrows, beautiful blessings and distressing difficulties can come unexpectedly. 
Our life’s dreams and plans can change in an instant. We all know this to be true. So how can we find peace amid such 
turbulence? 

Horatio Spafford knew something about life’s unexpected challenges. He was a successful attorney and real estate 
investor who lost a fortune in the great Chicago fire of 1871. Around the same time, his beloved four-year-old son died 
of scarlet fever. 

Thinking a vacation would do his family some good, he sent his wife and four daughters on a ship to England, planning to 
join them after he finished some pressing business at home. However, while crossing the Atlantic Ocean, the ship was 
involved in a terrible collision and sunk. More than 200 people lost their lives, including all four of Horatio Spafford’s 
precious daughters. His wife, Anna, survived the tragedy. Upon arriving in England, she sent a telegram to her husband 
that began: “Saved alone. What shall I do?” 

Horatio immediately set sail for England. At one point during his voyage, the captain of the ship, aware of the tragedy 
that had struck the Spafford family, summoned Horatio to tell him that they were now passing over the spot where the 
shipwreck had occurred. 

As Horatio thought about his daughters, words of comfort and hope filled his heart and mind. He wrote them down, and 
they have since become a well-beloved hymn: 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, 

When sorrows like sea billows roll— 

Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know 

It is well, it is well with my soul. 

Perhaps we cannot always say that everything is well in all aspects of our lives. There will always be storms to face, and 
sometimes there will be tragedies. But with faith in a loving God and with trust in His divine help, we can confidently say, 
“It is well, it is well with my soul.” 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Coming this fall: 
 

"Grand Night of Singing" - Featuring Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon and Ryan Glover 
performing a variety of music, including opera, musical theatre and pop.  Accompanied 
by  Mary Ellen Loose. 

Organist Christoph Bull - A world class organist who is plays for the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles.  He has 
performed and recorded throughout the world! 

Amahl and the Night Visitors - An opera in one act by Gian Carlo Menotti with an original English libretto by 
the composer. It was commissioned by NBC and first performed by the NBC Opera Theatre on December 24, 1951, 
in New York City, where it was broadcast live on television. It was the first opera specifically composed for television in 
America. It will feature Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon, Ryan Glover, and Dr. Jeffrey Stevens. 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
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MISSION U 2020 EVENT CANCELED 

Due to our coronavirus pandemic, 
Summer Mission u events have 
been canceled.  Because of the 
virus and orders to stay home, we 
are finding new ways of connecting 
with each other.  The conference 
Mission u team will have some 
ideas and will let us know when 
they are finalized. 

HISTORY OF THE MISSIONS’ 
WAREHOUSE 

The Velda Rose UMW Unit has been 
greatly blessed to have been able to 
build a Missions’ Warehouse in 
2011 at a cost of over $800,000. 
Under the management leadership 
of Joan and Tim Most and with 
generous donations from many 
men and women here at Velda 
Rose, the UMW was able to pay off 
the building after only three years 
of operating. We utilize over 200 
volunteer workers each season to 
hold the twice-yearly three-day 
sales. Many volunteers donate their 
time and money to make home-
made goods for the Bake Sale.  

Most regular pick-ups and 
rummage drop-offs at the Missions’ 
Warehouse were not able to 
function during our Arizona “Stay at 
Home” mandate.  Those volunteers 
that have health concerns should 
not be coming to work at the 
Rummage Warehouse. We should 
continue to protect each other 
during the pandemic.  Hopefully, as 
the health issues with the covid19 
virus are resolved, we will be 
allowed to resume all our normal 
activities.  I personally would 
recommend we follow the CDC 
guidelines of social distancing, mask 
wearing, and frequent 

handwashing. 

UMW CONTRIBUTES TO LOCAL 
CHARITIES IN ARIZONA 

We continue to evaluate how to 
return to our local Charities in 
Arizona a substantial amount of 
mission money.  1. We have given 
yearly to “Kairos”.  This organ-
ization helps incarcerated men and 
women with opportunities in prison 
that prepare each for a productive 
life outside.  “Kairos” also supports 
the families of the incarcerated 
with retreats to build self-esteem 
and resources to cope with the loss 
of contact with loved ones.  2. We 
give to “Justice for our Neighbors” 
an organization sponsored by the 
United Methodist Church to help 
immigrants with legal issues. 3. We 
more recently have given to the 
“Inn Project” which helps immi-
grants with temporary housing and 
transportation to reach their final- 
destination after crossing the 
border.  4. We help our second 
language learners with tutoring 
here in Mesa by channeling money 
through the “Mesa Adult Literacy 
Program”.  5. We have given money 
regularly to “Duet” a program to 
help caregivers learn coping skills 
when taking care of family 
members.  6. We give to “Lura 
Turner House” a home for Adults 
with Developmental Delays.  We 
take seriously the words of Jesus to 
care for the poor, disadvantaged, 
the ill, the immigrant, and the 
incarcerated. 

WESTERN JURISDICTION FOR UMW 
RESCHEDULED 

Velda Rose was hoping to send two 
or more members to the Western 
Jurisdiction that was scheduled for 

April 17-19 in Tempe, Arizona. Once 
again because of the Covid19 virus 
pandemic, the new dates will be 
September 11-13, 2020 at the same 
Doubletree Inn in Tempe, Arizona. 
For those who have registered for 
the event named “Calling u”, your 
registration will be moved to the 
September event.  If you are unable 
to attend, you may transfer your 
registration to another person. 

RESPONSE (The Magazine of 
Women in Mission) 

From the March/April 2020 issue of 
the magazine, I recommend reading 
the article on pages 15-31.  This 
article is a comprehensive report on 
all the mission projects sponsored 
by the United Methodist Women. 
As a group, UMW gave $8.9 million 
in 2018 & 2019.  The money was 
given to 288 national and inter-
national projects and partners.  In 
the United States, Washington DC, 
and Puerto Rica, we women 
support 149 missions and 29 
scholarships. Each continent is 
visually represented and (by 
number and name) each project is 
identified.  It is very impressive 
what we women have 
accomplished by working together. 

FINAL WORD FROM OUR 
PRESIDENT, BILLIE LARIME 

“OUR FORE MOTHERS LEFT US A 
LEGACY OF INNOVATIVE MISSION 
AND WE CONTINUE THAT LEGACY BY 
BEING AN ORGANIZATION THE 
WORLD NEEDS TODAY.  UNTIL WE 
LIVE IN A WORLD WHERE ALL PEOPLE 
THRIVE, UNITED METHODIST 
WOMEN HAVE WORK TO DO IN THIS 
WORLD.” - Arvilla Jungman, 
chairperson committee on nom-
inations, Southwest Desert UMW 
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June - it’s time to bask in 
the, uh, warmth - or 
not!   I do hope by the 

time you receive this that we, as a 
society, are coming closer to finding 
a vaccine or cure for COVID-19. Like 
everyone else, I am truly looking 
forward to actually getting together 
with other people and musicians - 
LIVE! - to do what we do, pray, ring 
& sing our glory to God! 
 

In the meantime, I am very thankful 
for the opportunity to connect with 
our Choir via Zoom so we can all at 
least stay in touch during our isola-
tion.  I am hoping in the near fu-
ture, we can get our handbell quar-
tet together again and work on 
something for our virtual services 
online.  If you haven’t watched yet, 
please take time to do so - every 
Sunday morning at 9:30 MST.  Mary 

Ellen Loose, our Director of Music 
Arts and Robert Richter, our Organ-
ist both are providing some great 
music! Of course, our great Pastoral 
Team, led by Rev. Dr. Larry Norris 
provide excellent commentary on 
the scriptures of the day with words 
that are indeed pertinent for us to-
day.  Easiest way to do this is 
through Facebook [facebook.com/
veldaroseumc/], but can also be 
accessed through our website: 
veldarose.org.  If you have any 
questions you can call the office for 
help.   
 

While we don’t know what the fu-
ture holds for us, we do know that 
God is with us, and that when we 
hurt, He hurts with us, and His love 
is with us all the time, no matter 
what!  To me, this is very, very com-
forting!!  I am glad to be a musician, 
a member of a great church, and 
certainly a member of God’s people 

on earth.  I pray continually for our 
leaders in our government and our 
church and our medical community 
that they are all looking out for us 
in all respects, and that a positive 
answer to COVID-19 is found 
sooner rather than later!  Person-
ally, I cannot wait to go visit my 
daughter and her family in Colorado 
without need for facemarks and 
“social distancing”!  I can’t wait to 
give hugs to people and to shake 
hands once again.  But, whatever 
will be, will be, and, with God’s 
help, we will all get through this 
together. 
 

Please take good care, be well, and 
be safe! 
 

Love and blessings to all, 
 

Doug 

 

Douglas J. Benton, Bellmaster & Choral 
Director 
Velda Rose United Methodist Church 

"Never doubt that a small group 
of committed citizens can 
change the world...  Indeed, it's 
the only thing that ever has!"  
 
 

We are looking forward to 
celebrating graduates later this 
summer—as soon as we know 
more details, it will be posted in 

the newsletter. 

"The greatest waste that cannot 
be recycled or reclaimed is our waste 
of time that God has given us each 
day."  - Billy Graham  

Our Care Connectors Continue to make calls to those 
who just feel they need a connection to the church, 
especially during this time of crisis.  If you know of 
anyone, particularly a home bound or ill person, who 
would benefit from a caring person who will just call 
and chat on a regular basis, please let Pastor Pam 
know.  And don’t be shy...if you are feeling isolated and 
alone during this pandemic, we can put you on the list 
as well! 
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Imagine. For just a 
moment, walk with 
me, through more 
than 27,000* square 
miles in Arizona, 
New Mexico and 
Utah. 27,000 square 
miles of many homes 
without running wa-

ter or other infrastructure that many of us simply live 
with daily as part of our “normal”. A place where the 
temperatures vary from 15F to 83F. Imagine heating 
through only the use of propane or firewood in so 
many homes. A place where seasonal torrential rains 
render many unpaved roads impassible and flash 
floods are common.  Imagine meeting your economic 
needs with a median household income 
of  $20,005.00. 

  
Imagine a people 
with a spirit 
of survival and 
triumph. A peo-
ple who value 
not only their 
elders, but as a 
matriarchal soci-
ety have a strong 
sense of family 

allegiance and obligation. A people who place value 
on tradition and realize the stress brought about by 
reservation to urban migration. A people who’s cour-
age is exhibited in the Navajo Code Talkers from 
World War II. Navajo artists whose works are in 
many of our homes – from their woven rugs and 
blankets to jewelry of silver and turquoise. As the 
largest tribe their population as of the 2016 count 
equaled 356,890 tribe members – and roughly 
170,000 Navajos still speak Navajo. Such heritage! 

A rich history. A painful history such as in 1864, when 
thousands of Navajos were forced to surrender to 
American soldiers, enduring “The Long Walk” to Ft. 
Sumner New Mexico where they lived and died in 
horrible conditions from beginning to end. A history 

that includes the creation of the Four Corners Minis-
try, “Where the Holy Spirit Touches Navajo 
Hearts.”**  A history of trials and great achievement. 
  
While this background is interesting, perhaps this 
very day is of more immediate interest. Why should 
the people of the Desert Southwest Conference con-
cern themselves with the Navajo Nation? Among the 

many reasons: 
we are a peo-
ple of faith 
who care for 
the vulner-
able; many of 
our churches 
send work 
teams to sites 

on the reservation for hands-on mission trips; and 
we engage in ministry on the reservation, from Bible 
studies near Page to the United Methodist Church 
presence in concert with the Four Corners Ministry. 
  
But there is one painful event that is drawing our at-
tention to mission. COVID-19. The virus is devastat-
ing the Navajo. The greatest deterrent, simply wash-

ing our hands 
frequently, for 
many is im-
possible. It is 
hard to wash 
hands without 
running wa-
ter. Hospitals 
are few and 
not easily 
traveled to. 

We cannot do much about the hospital access. We 
can help with water. As of April 29, 2020,  1,977 posi-
tive cases have been identified for COVID-19, with 62 
deaths. These numbers rise daily. With population 
dispersal throughout the region and the lack of ac-
cessibility to health care and water, as with many 
parts of the country these statistics represent only 
what is known for certain and may not reflect accu-
rately how the virus has impacted the people. Addi-
tionally, as Rev. Tweedy Sombrero, former chair of 

Billie K. Fidlin, Director of Outreach & Justice 

https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the-reservation/#
https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the-reservation/#
https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the-reservation/#
https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the-reservation/#
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In June, VRUMC’s Pantry could use: 

 
-  Cereal 
-  Peanut Butter 
-  Jelly 
-  Spaghetti  
 

Since the church office is 
closed...  food donations can be brought to 
the Food Pantry office on Mondays & Thurs-
days from 9:30am to 11:30am.  

May/June 2020 UPPER ROOMS: 
Mail Delivery or Subscribing Online 

The May/June 2020 Upper Rooms 
are in! 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 

at officeadmin@veldarose.org OR call the office and 
leave a message with your name and address. 
(Please do NOT come to the office.) 
 
If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able 
to access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. 
(After that initial time period, you will receive an 
offer to subscribe for $1.99 a month.) 
 

the Conference Committee on Native American Minis-
tries shared, “Part of the reason COVID is spreading so 
fast, culturally families live in clusters and a handshake 
is very important. To greet one another with a hand-
shake is very important and then all of a sudden one 
cannot do this or see each other is devastating to tribal 
members.” 

 
This year’s Annual Conference 
Mission Project is to receive dona-
tions that will be put toward pro-
viding water where it is needed on 
the reservation. While we under-
stand that many of us have ex-
perienced furloughs or job lay-

offs, we also understand the mission heart of the De-
sert Southwest Conference. Your donation can be 
made electronically or by post mail. Please remember 
to indicate that this is for Mission Project 2020: Water! 
 
 
 
 

Online Giving: https://dscumc.org/secure/payments/  
 

NOTE: In “Purpose of Payment” please note AC Mis-
sion Project 2020. In “Other Details” please list your 
church name 
 
Mail in giving:  
 

Desert Southwest Conference   
PO Box 32830   
Phoenix, AZ  85064 
 

NOTE: On your check please note AC Mission Project 
2020 & please list your church name. 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
https://dscumc.org/secure/payments/
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We want to say a BIG 
thank you to 
Andrew’s 
Refrigeration Inc. for 
the various air 
conditioning and 
plumbing repairs they 
performed 
throughout our 
church campus. On 
April 22nd, 2020, we 
received an Email 
from this company 
saying:   
 
“We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to Velda 
Rose UMC for all of its community outreach efforts 
and all the amazing work you continue to 
do, despite the challenges COVID-19 presents. 
Because of your food pantry, you offer hope during 
this crisis and many families are being fed in these 
uncertain times.” 
 
Andrew’s company specializes in refrigeration, 
plumbing, electrical and concrete.  They were 
approved to receive the payroll protection program 

(PPP) funds 
through the 
recently passed 
Cares Act, and 
decided to “pay it 
forward” by 
offering their  
services (labor) 
for free.  They 
came and did 
some major 
plumbing work in 
Moore Hall, and 
performed repairs 
in various AC 

units throughout the church campus – for 
free!  When we called to thank them for their 
excellent services, they said the following: 
 
 “As a faith-based business, we stand with you and 
want to support you to ensure you are able to 
continue to provide the message we all need to 
hear, especially during difficult times such as 
these.”  
 
Thank You, Andrews Services Inc.! 

Frances Edward Lyle 4/18/20  

Arlyn Thomson  4/30/20 

Don Frederick 5/5/20 

Eleanor Childs 5/12/20 

For prayer requests, contact the Church office at (480) 832-2111, or Ruth Mogen (UMW Prayer Chain). 
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Bruce & Carmen Williams     6/1 

Lynn and Lynde Tenold   6/7 

Phil & Eleanor Garrison   6/9  

Jean & Robert DiCosimo  6/13  

Jim & Becky Knight    6/24 

Larry & Debbie Norris   6/24 

Karl & Beverly Wilhelm   6/27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles & Donna Foust    6/7   57 

Robert & Dorothy Lane    6/7  74 

Roger & Doris Christiansen  6/8   57 

Larry & Beverly Jackson   6/11  59 

Boyd & Sheila Arnold    6/13  56 

Gene & June Osborne    6/18  70 

Bill & Barbara Irving     6/29  57    

Yvette Amador     June 01 

Barbara Tucker     June 01 

Dorothy Francis     June 02 

Everna Vermaat     June 02 

Andrew Walsh     June 02 

Ben Clover       June 03 

Bill Irving       June 03 

Carl Anderson     June 04 

Bob Burwell      June 04 

Tish Roberts      June 04 

Lester Taylor     June 05 

Richard Poyer     June 06 

Lynde Tenold      June 06 

Lorrie Roberts     June 08 

Janet Durnal      June 09 

Pauline Benway     June 10 

Jean DiCosimo    June 10 

Paul Borneman    June 12 

Susan Kenyon    June 12 

Marilyn Kunde     June 12 

 

Helen Pierce     June 12 

Tobby Baca     June 13 

Alfred Bec      June 13 

Tom Chaney     June 15 

Judy Melling     June 16 

Jean Corkill     June 17 

Joy Moses      June 17 

Carol Mae      June 18 

Carolyn Marrow   June 18 

Tangesi  

Maumatapule     June 21 

Karen Plumm    June 23 

Bruce Williams    June 23 

Beverly Jackson    June 24 

Faye Peerbolt     June 24 

Marilou Welch   June 26 

Doris Christiansen  June 27 

Mary Killgrove   June 28 

Duane Clark    June 29 

   

   



 

12 

5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Rev. Pam Wagner, Minister of Visitation 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at noon 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch 

 

 


