
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 5 May 2020 

By Pastor Larry  

 

     The momentous Birthday 
of the Church, Pentecost, 
was nurtured in the womb 
of Jewish culture. The 
term Pentecost, from the 
Greek term meaning 
"fiftieth," refers to the 
festival celebrated on the 
fiftieth day after Passover, 
also known as the "Feast of 

Weeks" (the Jewish festival of Shavuoth), or the "Feast 
of 50 days" in rabbinic tradition. For Christians, 
Pentecost is the festival celebrating the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his Ascension, 
held on the seventh Sunday after Easter. 

      

     Pentecost was a Pilgrim Festival, and every Jewish 
male within twenty miles of Jerusalem was expected to 
attend. Thus Pentecost hosted a more diverse crowd 
than at any other time of the Jewish year. Historically, 
Pentecost commemorated the giving of the Law to 
Moses on Mount Sinai. One other thing is unique 
about the Festival of Pentecost. By Jewish Law, no one 
worked. It was a day to celebrate, remember, and yes, 
party!  

 

     For the followers of Jesus, Pentecost would take on 
deeper truths. At Sinai, Moses had given the Law and 
the blessings in living out the Law. At Pentecost, God 
has given his Spirit and the blessings of living in God’s 
grace and love. A new kind of harvest is going to occur. 
Peter, sensing and seizing the moment to clarify what 
has happened, gives interpretation to the wind and 
tongues that are firing people’s joy and imagination!  

 

     Peter’s sermon begins and ends with a quotation 
from Joel (Joel 2:28-32a): “Your old men shall dream 
dreams, and your young men shall see visions” (Joel 
2:28). Peter is telling us that the church is to dream 
and to have visions! The church needs to be a 
possibility place, not a museum to the status quo. The 

Spirit will challenge every outmoded expectation that 
keeps us frozen in time. The church is to be a place of 
new beginnings and fresh starts.  

 

     Pentecost is the “Birthday of the Church!” It is a 
story that we need to remember and celebrate. It is 
about being open to the unexpected! Whenever we 
experience the Spirit moving in our lives, whether by 
wind, fire, quietness, miracle, prayer, service, or 
growth in faith – there is Pentecost! 

 

     In 1880, a Christian couple, George and Sarah 
Clarke, purchased the lease for the Pacific Beer 
Garden. Promptly dropping the word Beer, the couple 
added the word Mission, and launched a ministry to 
homeless alcoholics and downtrodden men and 
women. Thus was born the Pacific Garden Mission of 
Chicago – the Old Lighthouse – the second oldest 
rescue mission in the United States. 

 

     Colonel and Mrs. Clarke bore the cost of the mission 
themselves, but as expenses grew and the ministry 
expanded, their funds ran low. Eventually the day 
came when they could not pay the rent. Attempts to 
secure the needed funds failed, and Colonel Clarke was 
told that he had only twenty-four hours to make the 
payment. Otherwise, he would lose his lease, and the 
Pacific Garden Mission would close.  

 

     Throughout the night, Colonel and Mrs. Clarke 
prayed, asking God to guide and to provide in his own 
way and time. They reminded the Lord of the souls 
being saved each night, of the men and women whose 
lives were being salvaged. They asked him why they 
should find themselves in such straits while doing his 
work. Determining, however, to trust and not to 
question, they remained before the throne of grace in 
simple faith and in earnest pleading until the breaking 
of the dawn. 

 

    When they emerged from their Morgan Park house 
that morning, they gasped. What had happened to 
their front yard? It was covered with something white, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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something that instantly reminded them of the manna of the Old Testament. Looking closer, they discovered 
their lawn was filled with mushrooms of the very best quality, which was quite mysterious because it wasn’t 
the season for mushrooms.  

 

     Gathering the crop, the Clarkes carted the mushrooms down the street and sold them to the chefs at the 
Palmer House, the famed hotel just off of Michigan Avenue, for a large price. The receipts were enough to 
pay the rent, with enough left over to meet other ministry expenses. So, the Pacific Garden Mission carried 
on, its work undeterred. (Citation: Sandi Patty and Larnelle Harrris, I’ve Just Seen Jesus; J. Countryman Books, 
2000)  

 

     To me, this is a Pentecost! God breaks into the ordinary affairs of daily living, and brings new life and new 
possibilities. God wants each of us to experience Pentecost in our lives. God may not put mushrooms in our 
front yard to sell at the local market. What God will do, however, is wake us up! His Spirit is ever at work in 
our lives with the fruits of his love and grace, right here and right now! 

Without a doubt, Sunday, 
March 22, 2020 will become 
one of the most unexpected 
Sundays in the history of the 
church. Across the world, 

church-organized worship was either not permitted 
to gather as we know it, or completely prohibited. 
Like any other Sunday, Christians across the world 
sought to gather with friends and family for 
corporate worship—for a communal experience in 
sharing of the bread and the cup. However, as of 
Sunday, March 22nd, many 
began huddling in their 
home(s) as they were asked 
to “shelter in place”. With 
bibles in hand, families 
gathered for “house 
church”. Many others participated in various forms of 
online worship through recorded or live-streamed 
services. Churches across our nation and the world 
are responding to additional COVID-19 guidelines 
with admirable flexibility and creativity. God is at 
work, and His people understand this is a time of 
gospel advancement, not retreat.  

What does this look like across 
the world? The sun rose first 
over the Pacific and believers in 
Fiji, New Zealand, and Australia 
began to worship in their 

homes. 

Neighbors met in one home in Ethiopia; others in 
Russia took the opportunity 
to assemble in one home). 

From the Philippines, 
Guatemala, to Cleveland 
USA… people of faith 
continue to gather for 
worship—in their homes. Hopeful, that soon they’ll 
be able to assemble with others in their familiar 
house of worship. 

 

Our sorrows are all, like ourselves, mortal. There are 
no immortal sorrows for immortal souls. They come, 
but blessed be God, they also go. Like birds of the air, 
they fly over our heads. But they cannot make their 
abode in our souls. We suffer today, but we shall 
rejoice tomorrow. (Charles Spurgeon) 

There are many elements that go into the total concept of fellowship, as it is described in the New 
Testament, but the sharing together in suffering is one of the most profitable. It probably unites our hearts 
together in Christ more than any other aspect of fellowship. (Jerry Bridges) 

Fiji 

Singapore 

Ethiopia  

Russia 
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     This.  Has.  Been.  Hard.  No doubt about it.  We could see it 
coming, but our human capacity for denial has been almost as 
strong as a little germ called COVID-19.  Even I was guilty of 
downplaying the coming tsunami of illness—flu, after all, kills 
tens of thousands every year and nobody panics over that.  Just 
be careful, stay home if you are sick, keep your hands clean and 
to yourself. 

 

 Then it became real.  The possibilities of sick and dying 
people overrunning our ICUs, the news from Italy that they 
were having to chose whom to save, the empty shelves in 
grocery stores, the panic.  Then came the growing understanding of “flattening the curve” and the realization 
that both Bob and I have conditions to make us more vulnerable. Finally there was the sudden dawning that if 
I were to get sick and taken to the hospital, my husband would be quarantined.  But where?  He has dementia 
and cannot care for himself.  So I made the decision to stay home well before the Governor told us to.  

 

 Sadly there came the reality of an Easter week without the deep and profound worship that happens on 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.  Then an Easter Sunday without the flowers and music and sheer joy of 
being together to celebrate the Resurrection together.   This.  Has.  Been.  Hard. 

 

 But this I know.  God did not do this to us.  God did not decide to punish the world because of the sins of 
some or to teach us some gruesome lesson.  I pray you know he does not work that way.  Ours is the God of 
sacrificial love.  Of Easter week. 

 

     So where has He been?  He has been with the multitude of health workers who trudge in, every day to face 
the horror.  He has been with the hospital support staff who work, uncelebrated behind the scenes, and with 
the police officers and Walmart stockers and everyone else who must take a chance on their own health for 
the greater good of the rest of us.   

 

     But even more, He has been with us all in this great outpouring of help and love in the form of thousands of 
masks that people have sewn, of people feeding the children who have no food at home, of good folks on the 
internet volunteering to bring their surplus food to anyone who might call them.  He has been with the 
scientists and medical miracle workers who are working day and night to provide cures and preventions.  He 
has been with pastors, who struggle to bring a good Word on the Internet, to stay in touch with the flock, to 
pray for each and every soul.  Tragedy so often brings out our better natures, and perhaps God is working to 
teach that to all of us, as well. 

 

     And He has been at every bedside, weeping with every broken heart, holding all of us up in our fears, and 
celebrating every healing as One who knows exactly what it is to love and lose a precious Son.   

 

     By the time you are reading this we probably will have hit the peak in Arizona.  Maybe we have begun to 
make our way out of our homes and back to our lives and most of us will have survived to tell the tale.  One 
day in the not-too-distant future we will be back at Velda Rose, and on that first day, don’t you know, we will 
have a Resurrection celebration like no other we have ever seen! 

 

     My prayer for you is that you have been using this time to take a breath from the busy-ness of your daily 
lives, to pick up old hobbies, to stay in connection with beloved friends and family.  Mostly I pray you have 
been blessed to open your Bible, spend some time in prayer, and come closer to your Lord and Savior, the 
Risen One.  

  

     Yes, this has been hard.  But God has been with us.  Yesterday, today, tomorrow.  The Easter promise is 
real.  Rest in His peace, dear ones, until we meet again. 
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Sunday, May 3  
Scripture: John 10:1-10 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 
 

Sunday, May 10 | Mother’s Day 
Scripture: 1 Peter 5:1-11 
Pastors Pam, Daniel and Larry 
 

Sunday, May 17 
Scripture: John 14:15-21 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 
 

Sunday, May 24 
Scripture: Luke 24:44-53 
Pastors Daniel and Larry  
 

       
 
 

   Sunday, May 31 | Pentecost 
    Scriptures: Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 
   Pastors Larry, Daniel and Pam  
 

  
 

   May 6 Meditation 

   Pastors Daniel and Larry  

 

   May 13 Meditation 

   Pastors Pam, Daniel and Larry 

 

   May 20 Meditation 

   Pastors Daniel and Larry 

 

   May 27 Meditation 

   Pastors Larry and Daniel 

Worship Resources: Our worship resources reside in two places: Velda Rose's Facebook page, and VRUMC’s YouTube 
channel. The front page of our Facebook presence is located at https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/ and you can 
go directly to the video page at https://tinyurl.com/yd3opdfw. 
 

Our YouTube channel is at https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos. You can also access the YouTube videos on our 
website, veldarose.org. Choose the Connect tab and then the Watch tab (veldarose.org/connect/watch). 

 

We now have a 
dropbox located 
east of the office 
entrance (facing 
the parking lot) for 
your convenience!  
 

Thank you for 
helping us maintain  
social distancing by 
using it for your 
tithes and offerings.  

https://www.facebook.com/veldaroseumc/
https://tinyurl.com/yd3opdfw
https://www.youtube.com/feed/my_videos
http://www.veldarose.org/
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We are so grateful for the support you have given to our new "Infinity 
in Music Series".  Although we have had to cancel the last few 
concerts, we are looking forward to having it resume in the fall.   
 
Our plans include... 

 
"Grand Night of Singing" - Featuring Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon and Ryan Glover performing a variety of 
music, including opera, musical theatre and pop.  Accompanied by Mary Ellen Loose. 
 
Organist Christoph Bull - A world class organist who is plays for the First Congregational Church of Los 
Angeles.  He has performed and recorded throughout the world! 
 
Amahl and the Night Visitors - An opera in one act by Gian Carlo Menotti with an original English libretto by 
the composer. It was commissioned by NBC and first performed by the NBC Opera Theatre on December 24, 
1951, in New York City, where it was broadcast live on television. It was the first opera specifically composed 
for television in America. It will feature Sam Loose, Melissa Solomon, Ryan Glover, and Dr. Jeffrey Stevens. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
A note from Mary Ellen: 
 
As we pass through this time of uncertainty, I have found music to be a 
certainty.  At our fingertips, we can access just about any kind of music, any time 
of  the day.  I have found comfort and peace in listening to and playing sacred 
music.  The music and words of our hymns reach deep into my soul, drawing me 
closer to my Savior and filling my heart with hope.  
 
I would encourage each of you to take the time to listen to and/or play good 
music every day.  

 

Music is given of God to further his purposes. Sweet 
melodies mellow the souls of men and help prepare 
them for the gospel. 

THANK YOU!!! 
 

It has been a new learning experience to 
put together weekly online services.  I am so 
grateful for those who have given of their 
time to record the music. Special thanks to 
Robert Richter, Doug Benton and Sam Loose 
for their beautiful music. 

To read Doug Benton’s Bells and Voices article, please go to page 7. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Opera
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Composer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
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“SAVE THE FAMILY” DONATION 
COMPLETED 

Thank you to the many members and 
visitors to Velda Rose United 
Methodist Church that donated baby 
items during the first three Sundays 
in March.  With the help of the 
United Methodist Women and 
Church Women United, we were 
able to donate to “Save The Family” 
over 1469 diapers, 32 packages of 
baby wipes, 56 onesies, and 56 
separate baby lotions or baby 
shampoos.  “Save the Family” is a 
local Mesa Charity that helps 
homeless families with shelter, food, 
clothing and training. The average 
age of the children helped is 3 years 
of age, hence they need lots of 
diapers. 

UMW MISSION STUDY FOR 
SUMMER 2020 

Pushout: The Criminalization of 
Black Girls in Schools, by Monique 
W. Morris.  This new book to the 
UMW Reading Program will be part 
of the UMW Mission u for 2020.  You 
can find this book in Fitch Library 
under (Mission u) on the far left of 
the UMW Bookshelves.  We have 
known for years that the United 
States has incarcerated far too many 
black men, but we are now learning 
that black women and girls are being 
pushed out of schools in increasing 
numbers.  This is a social racial 
challenge we all need to be aware of. 
Read what we can do to correct this 

racial injustice. Mission u is the 
yearly two- day event for men and 
women of the United Methodist 
Church to increase their knowledge 
of social issues, spiritual growth, and 
Christian history.  Keep this date on 
your summer calendar for July 31st 
and August 1, 2020.  Scholarships are 
usually available for this event that is 
to be held in Carefree, AZ.  Let Billie 
Larime know if you would like to go 
this summer. 

RAISING MONEY FOR MISSION 
WORK LOCALLY 

For over 150 years the primary 
reason for fund raising by UMW has 
been to support worldwide mission 
projects started by UMW or started 
by The United Methodist Church.  
But we also support local charitable 
organizations that share our concern 
for women, children, and youth. For 
example, we give to the following 
local missions.  

1. We give money to our Velda Rose 
Food Bank to help feed those in 
need every year. 

2. We give money to the Velda Rose 
Samaritan Fund that helps families 
and individual that need 
temporary shelter, food, or 
transportation.  

3. This year we will also give directly 
to “Mesa Youth Program” that 
serves local Jr. High youth at risk in 
the Mesa Public Schools. 

4. In 2020 we will be giving a grant to 
“House of Refuge”. This is a local 
Christian-based (Long-Term 
Housing and Training Program) for 
homeless families in the Valley.  

5. A new project this year will receive 
our money to help “Hope Women” 
a support service for East Valley 

Women in need of training, food 
or shelter.  

6. We help provide medical services 
for those in need through “Circle 
the City”. It operates in the greater 
Phoenix area. Next month I will 
talk about other mission projects 
in Arizona that we help financially. 

RESPONSE (the magazine of women 
in mission) 

“Living the Legacy in India” by Paul 
Jeffrey is located on pp. 32-39 of the 
Response magazine published in the 
March/April 2020 issue.  From the 
beginning of the UMW that was 
organized in 1859, we women had a 
call to mission to help the women 
and children of the world.  The 
Methodist Episcopal Church of 1859 
opposed sending single women as 
missionaries. It took the formation of 
a separate women’s mission society 
in order to send out Isabella Thoburn 
as the first woman Methodist 
Missionary to India.  She opened one 
of the first schools in India that 
would educate girls. Today, the 
school that she established is a place 
where 3000 young women are 
studying. Those educated women of 
India are taking leadership positions. 
Read this history of India and have a 
clear picture of how Methodist 
Women have changed the world 
through mission funding.  The 
Response magazine is found in the 
Fitch Library for check-out. 

“Ground us in you, guiding God.  Let 
our work be good for our church 
and our church be good for your 
world.”  By Tara Barnes, Editor of 
the Response 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
President 
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Here it is, May already!  The 
COVID-19 hopefully will be 
lessened substantially by 

the time you receive this, but who 
knows.  I hope and pray we all respect 
and follow the directions of our health-
care providers and government offi-
cials, so that we can, in the hopefully 
very near future, get back to some 
semblance of normal life again.  As for 
me, I cannot wait to get back together 
with our Choir members and ring bells 
again with our Canterbury Carillon. 

 

This has been an “interesting” time for 
all of us – amazing creativity in terms 
of ways to be safe, with beautiful 
masks, most everyone willing to “stay 
at home” – protecting ourselves from 
“them” and protecting “them” from 
ourselves, standing in incredible lines 
at Costco, Bashas’, Frys, Target, Wal-
mart, even Walgreens!   

 

What has been a very good outcome of 
all this, is a new realization of Family 
and Friends, and just how important 

they all are to us!  Some of you 
know my daughter Regina is a neu-

rosurgeon in Ft. Collins, Colorado and 
works in three different hospitals in 
the Northern Colorado’s Banner Health 
system.  She gives me regular updates 
from her perspective, which I have 
found fascinating! More importantly, 
she has sent me videos of her family – 
husband Mark (a neurophysiologist) 
and “my” two beautiful granddaugh-
ters, Brooke (8) and Daphne (6), all 
playing games together, Brooke taking 
piano lessons and ice skating – along 
with her mom! – and the entire family 
making, uh, snow-people, making 
masks for their fabulous Grandpas (and 
I guess, other family members), and 
just being a fun family - together! 

 

Of course, there is also the stress of 
isolation, fear of COVID-19 contact, 
what to do when you run out of TP 
(?!), “what’s gonna happen to my/our 
income?”, etc., etc.  By now, I think 
most of us understand the reality, and 
how best to deal with it. I hope we 
know full well, that God is with us and 
will help guide us through this, if we let 

Him.  It is truly powerful and reassur-
ing, when we understand that, indeed, 
God is with us, especially during these 
times!  This, personally, allows me to 
relax and – at times – take a much 
needed deep breath, so I can smile and 
get back into life again.  This is cer-
tainly allowing all of us to understand 
Life in a much deeper sense than per-
haps we have had in the past. 

 

For the future, I trust that God will con-
tinue to be with us, help guide us, and 
even protect us, as we strive to do 
what we need to do, to be all He has 
created us to be.  I find a lot of comfort 
in this! 

 

I pray we all do our best to be well, to 
be safe, and to be loving of ourselves, 
of our families, of our friends, and 
neighbors – even those whom we 
don’t know.  Remember to smile, to 
breath, and to live the best that we 
can! 

 

Love and blessings to all, 

Doug 
Bellmaster & Choral Director  
choralmusic@veldarose.org 

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
FROM THE LIBRARY: 

 

PLEASE do not return your 
books to the Office. Wait until 
we are all back to normal and 
the Library is once again back in 

business. You will not be called because of a 
late return. Thank you for understanding and 
we look forward to resuming our Library hours 
once it is safe to do so. 

 

Stay Safe and Stay Healthy. WE ARE ALL IN 
THIS TOGETHER… 

The Green Team is busy planning our fall 
"Earth Day Celebration". We are 
working on a new plan of action to help 
save the Earth. 

 

Stay tuned for more exciting and even fun information. 
 

A new group of soul servers has come together to keep 
those who are in need feeling connected.  They have a 
list of folks already that they will call and keep contact 
with. If you know of anyone, particularly a homebound 
or ill person, who might need a caring person to just 
call and chat with on a regular basis, please let Pastor 
Pam know. 

It is better to remain silent and be thought a fool  
than to open one's mouth and remove all doubt. 

mailto:choralmusic@veldarose.org
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     April 22, 2020 was 
officially Earth Day! It is 
truly a day to celebrate 
the entire world that 
God has given to us. We 
must never forget that 
even in the midst of a 
world struggling with 
COVID 19, the creation 
that God has given to 
each of us is affirming, 
sustainable, and largely 
predictable. When things go awry, it is often because 
of human  tampering and miscalculation.  
 

     God blessed the creation and called it very good 
(Genesis 1:1-31). God is revealed through the beauty, 
power, abundance, and mystery of the natural world. 
Through wind and flame, water and wilderness, crea-
tures and seasons, God is continually present and 
active in the world. The Earth and all that is in it be-
longs to God (Psalm 24:1).  
 

     As Christians, we are called to celebrate and care 
for Creation. Cultivating and caring for the land is 
central to God’s first job description for humans 
(Genesis 2:15). Just as ancient stewards managed the 
household resources of their master, we must wisely 
manage the abundant resources of God’s Earth 
household. Caring for Creation is a core value of the 
Christian tradition.  
 

     The many interconnected systems of the natural 
world allow life on Earth to flourish. The health of 
humanity hinges on the health of the Earth. Ecosys-
tems are becoming less and less able to provide the 
things all creatures require to survive: clean water, 
clean air, food sources that are resistant to disease, 
and stable conditions for growing food and building 
homes. As we celebrate God’s Creation, we must also 
commit ourselves to discovering new ways to incor-
porate Creation care into our homes, churches, and 
communities. 

 

Creation Care: Our Spiritual Legacy 

 

     We often think that concern and respect for the 

Earth is a modern day 
affair. It is not! An ethos 
of Creation care is firmly 
grounded within the his-
tory of ancient Israel 
and also the Christian 
tradition. Meet some of 
the important historical 
and modern Christian 
voices for Creation 
care.  
 

Christ as Redeemer - Irenaeus - (130-200 CE) - "The 
initial step for a soul to come to knowledge of God is 
contemplation of nature.” Irenaeus He taught that 
God’s original intention in creating the world was the 
final fulfillment of Creation through salvation.  
 

God Veiled in Nature - Gregory the Great - (540-604 
CE) -  "Full of wonder then are all the things which 
men never think to wonder at.” Pope Gregory 
thought it more effective to integrate relevant natu-
ral symbols into Christian practice. He felt that the 
natural world served as “a heavy, silken veil, whose 
rustling surface betrayed the hidden presence, be-
hind it, of the countless saints of Gaul.”  
 

Brother of Animals - St. Francis of Assisi - (1181-
1226 CE) -  "My brothers, birds, you should praise 
your Creator; he gave you feathers to clothe you, 
wings so that you can fly, and whatever else was nec-
essary for you.” St. Francis of Assisi is considered the 
patron saint of animals and the environment. He 
preached God’s salvation for all of Creation and 
shared a spirit of charity with all creatures in need.  
 

The Immediacy of God in Nature - Luther and Calvin 
- (16th Century Reformers) - "God writes the Gospel 
not in the Bible alone, but also on trees, and in the 
flowers and clouds and stars” (Martin Luther). Both 
Martin Luther and John Calvin are best known for 
their concern with human salvation. Yet they de-
scribed the “new heavens and new Earth” as the con-
summation of the Creation. They also spoke of the 
immediacy of God in nature. Luther said, “The power 
of God is present at all places, even in the tiniest tree 
leaf.” And Calvin claimed, "For the little singing birds 
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This month, VRUMC’s Pantry could use: 

 

-  Cereal, lots of cereal boxes 
-  All canned goods 
Corn, Peas, String Beans, Black 
beans, Refried beans, Campbell's 
soup, Tuna, Chicken 
-  Spaghetti Pasta & sauce 
-  Mac & Cheese 
-  Pop-Tarts 
-  Peanut Butter 
-  Jelly 
-  Boxes of "Cheez-it"s 
 

Since the church office is closed...  food donations 
can be brought to the Food Pantry office on Monday 
& Thursdays from 9:00am to 11:00am.  

May/June 2020 UPPER ROOMS: 
Mail Delivery or Subscribing Online 

The May/June 2020 Upper Rooms 
are in! 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 

at officeadmin@veldarose.org OR call the office and 
leave a message with your name and address. 
(Please do NOT come to the office.) 
 
If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able 
to access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. 
(After that initial time period, you will receive an 
offer to subscribe for $1.99 a month.) 
 

sang of God, the animals acclaimed him, the elements 
feared and the mountains resounded with him, the 
river and springs threw glances toward him, the 
grasses and the flowers smiled.” 

 

Hope for the Environment - Pope Benedict XVI - (1927 
- living) -  "The family needs a home, a fit environment 
in which to develop its proper relationships. For the 
human family, this home is the Earth, the environment 
that God the Creator has given us to inhabit with crea-
tivity and responsibility.” Pope Benedict XVI, known to 
some as “The Green Pope,” has made global appeals 
for environmental protection. 

 

What is Stewardship? 

     In ancient times, a steward was a servant who man-
aged the resources of a household. stewardship today 
means wisely managing the bounty of God’s earth 
household. Modern English reflects this ancient Greek 
understanding of stewardship. The word ecology at its 
root refers to the reasoning or logic of the household—
the Earth household. Economy refers to the rule of the 

household.  
 

     Today, we are the stewards of God’s earth house-
hold. The Christian tradition teaches that the land be-
longs to God, and we are called to care for it. To do so, 
our economies must reflect our understanding of the 
rules of nature revealed through our knowledge of 
ecology. Healthy stewardship integrates knowledge of 
the natural world with economic and social systems 
that ensure the long-term sustainability of the whole 
of Creation, including the people within it. 
 

     May God bless all of us as we continue to live in the 
beauty of a tiny blue planet in a cosmos that is large 
beyond our comprehension. Indeed, we are blessed! 
Let us live wisely and never forget that we are all a 
part of one another, from the tiniest life to the ex-
panse of space. 
 

* The material presented in this article has been 
adapted in part from Eco-Justice Programs, National 
Council of Churches, Celebrating and Caring for God's 
Creation, 2009, 2020.  

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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Sooner or later, the heart of 
everybody’s spiritual problem 
is “What we do with our pain? 
Why is there evil? Why is 
there suffering?” Job begs 
God for an answer to this 
mystery, and he can’t get one. 
He only begins to trust when 
he no longer feels ignored, 
when he knows that God is taking him seriously and 
that he is “part of the conversation” (see Job 42). 
When Jesus later becomes the answer in his own 
passion, death, and resurrection, he discovers what 
Job finally experienced: in the midst of suffering, God 
can be trusted. The world is still safe, coherent, and 
even blessed. 

We are “saved” by being addressed and included in a 
cosmic conversation. We do not really need answers; 
we need only to be taken seriously as part of the 
dialogue. But we usually only know this in hindsight 
after the suffering and the struggle. It cannot be 
known beforehand, not theoretically or theologically. 
Our knowledge of God is participatory. God refuses to 
be intellectually “thought,” and is only known in the 
passion and pain of it all, when the issues become 
soul-sized and worthy of us. 

Jesus says, “There’s only one sign I’m going to give 
you: the sign of the prophet Jonah” (see Luke 11:29, 
Matthew 12:39, 16:4). Sooner or later, life is going to 
lead us (as it did Jesus) into the belly of the beast, into 
a situation that we can’t fix, can’t control, and can’t 
explain or understand. That’s where transformation 
most easily happens. That’s when we’re uniquely in 
the hands of God. Right now, it seems the whole 
world is in the belly of the beast together. But we are 
also safely held in the loving hands of God, even if we 
do not yet fully realize it. 

All of us experience the absurd, the tragic, the 
nonsensical, the unjust, but we do not all experience 
pain in the same way, so try not to judge others too 
harshly for their reactions. We don’t know what has 
brought them to this point. However, if we could see 
all our wounds as the way through to their 
transformative effect, as Jesus did, then they would 

become “sacred wounds” and 
not something to deny, 
disguise, or export to others.   

The genius of Jesus’ teaching 
is that he reveals that God 
uses tragedy, suffering, pain, 
betrayal, and death itself, not 
to wound or punish us, but to 

bring us to a Larger Identity: “Unless the single grain 
of wheat loses its shell, it remains just a single 
grain” (see John 12:24). The shell must first crack for 
the expanded growth to happen. In such a divine 
economy, everything can be transmuted, everything 
can be used, and nothing is wasted.    

 Prayer for Our Community: 

 

O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and 
through us. May all that we do flow from our deep 
connection with you and all beings. Help us become a 
community that vulnerably shares each other’s 
burdens and the weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ 
longings for the healing of our world. [Please add your 
own intentions.] . . . Knowing you are hearing us 
better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in 
all the holy names of God, amen. 

 

 

   

 

 

Richard Rohr, OFM, (born 1943) is an American 
author, spiritual writer, and Franciscan friar based in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. He was ordained to the 
priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church in 1970. He 
has been called "one of the most popular spirituality 
authors and speakers in the world." He is the founder 
of the Center for Action and Contemplation in 
Albuquerque N.M. 

Image credit: Wheat Field With Crows (detail), Vincent 
van Gogh, 1890, Van Gogh Museum, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. 

*From the Center for Action and Contemplation 
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Howard & Cori Orr      5/3 

Walter & Leona Schott    5/5 

Richard & Ellen Staneart    5/6 

Paul & Cynthia Borneman   5/29 

Kepueli & Liliani Kafovalu   5/29 

Joan Most      5/1 

Victoria Marin-Unruh  5/5 

Marcus Bentley     5/6 

Barbara Squier    5/7 

Milton Holec      5/8 

Jan Leith       5/8 

Ben Dueland     5/9 

Arlene Oisten     5/9 

Ralph Ketron     5/10 

Moeakiola Liku    5/10 

Phyllis Hendricks    5/11 

Donna Collins     5/12 

Ann Macha      5/12 

Beatrice Sayers    5/13 

Debbie Norris     5/14 

Marjorie Troute    5/15 

William Hunt     5/16 

Karen Oakes     5/16 

Peter Post      5/18 

Richard Gissel     5/20 

Deanna Amador    5/21 

Barbara Van Hoy    5/21 

Hazel Boyd      5/22 

Marie Pettegrew    5/22 

Alan Bergman     5/23 

Calvin Walters     5/24 

Steve Schmuki    5/25 

Barbara Bomgaars   5/27 

Marjorie Book     5/27 

Virginia Rhoades    5/27 

Terry Manley      5/28 

John Inglebright    5/29 

Paula Kaipelea    5/30 

 

Jo Ann Beale  3/19/20 

Mary Lou Strain  3/25/20 

Ruth Eldred  4/3/20 

Margot Benham  4/8/20 

Rae Farley  4/18/20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For prayer requests, contact the Church office at (480) 832-2111, or Ruth Mogen (UMW Prayer Chain). 
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