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In Life on the Edge, Dr. James Dobson talks about the 
characteristics of sheep that remind the Lord of you 
and me. David wrote, "We all, like sheep, have gone 
astray," referring to our tendency to move as an 
unthinking herd and away 
from the watchful care of 
the Shepherd. What is David 
really saying when he refers 
to us in that way? Shepherds 
and ranchers tell us that 
these animals are virtually 
defenseless against 
predators, not very 
resourceful, inclined to 
follow one another into 
danger, and they are absolutely dependent on their 
human masters for safety.  

Dobson says that he observed this herd instinct a few 
years ago in a documentary on television. It is filmed in 
a packinghouse where sheep are being slaughtered for 
the meat market. Huddled in pens outside are 
hundreds of nervous animals. They seem to sense 
danger in their unfamiliar surroundings. 

Then a gate opens that leads up a ramp and through a 
door to the right. In order to get the sheep to walk up 
the ramp, the handlers use what is known as a "Judas 
Goat." The expression comes from the Biblical story of 
Judas betraying Jesus by leading the authorities to the 
Garden of Gethsemane. There Jesus is arrested and 
soon will be put to death.  

The Judas Goat is the goat that is trained to lead the 
sheep into the slaughterhouse. The goat did its job 
very efficiently. He confidently walked to the bottom 
of the ramp and looked back. Then he took a few more 
steps and stopped again. The sheep looked at each 
other skittishly and then began moving toward the 
ramp. Eventually, they followed the confident goat to 
the top, where he went through a little gate to the left, 

but they were forced to turn to the right and went to 
their deaths.     

It was a dramatic illustration of unthinking herd 
behavior and the deadly consequences it often brings 
(Citation: Rich Scott. Wheaton, Illinois; source: James 

Dobson, Life on the Edge 
(Word Publishing, 1995), pp. 
24-25). 

Besides reinforcing my long-
held aversion to eating lamb, 
this illustration spoke to me in 
several ways.  

First, it reinforces the truth of 
Scripture in pointing out the 
fallibility of human nature. The 

Bible is pointed in suggesting that our nature is quite 
sheep-like. Many verses in the Bible support this 
notion, but here are just three:  

Isaiah 53:6 says, "All of us, like sheep, have strayed 
away. We have left God’s paths to follow our own. Yet 
the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 

 

Matthew 9:35-36 says, "Jesus traveled through all the 
towns and villages of that area, teaching in the 
synagogues and announcing the Good News about the 
Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and 
illness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them because they were confused and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd.  

1 Peter 2:25 says, "Once you were like sheep who 
wandered away. But now you have turned to your 
Shepherd, the Guardian of your souls." The Bible 
makes the case that we can become lost, confused, 
and misdirected.  

Do we need a Shepherd, as in Jesus, to give us a voice 
to hear and follow? The New Testament certainly 
affirms that belief.                            (continued on page 2) 

By Pastor Larry 
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Second, I am stunned at the number of Judas Goats 
that are given voice in the popular 
culture. These are the contemporary 
social, political, and economic voices 
that attempt to shape cultural 
narratives. These are the voices that 
purport to be authentic and true. 
They often sound good and can be 
very persuasive. These are the voices 
that create agendas, stories, and 
programs that flow from individuals 
and groups that have only one goal in 
mind: the accumulation of power. As 

we have seen, some of the narratives have led to 
outright lawlessness and anarchy.  

Another way of saying this is that the herd mentality is 
not limited to the meat market. There are many voices 
clamoring today for attention. Beware of the Judas 
Goats! They do not lead to the health and well-being of 
the nation. What voice(s) do we hear and follow? I am 
not particularly interested in whether a person is a 
Republican, Democrat, Independent, Marxist, or of 
another political persuasion, but I am passionately 
interested in understanding the underlying convictions 
that drive beliefs and behavior. Our deepest 
assumptions fuel our behavior and allegiances. 

What I believe is that committing ten-thousand wrongs 
because of one terrible injustice is not the way of Jesus 
Christ.  Rioting, setting fires, stealing, wanton 
destruction of private property, destroying symbols of 
past culture, and killing and injuring others does not 
atone for injustice or justify anarchy. As Christians, we 
do not believe that committing acts of violence and 
destruction for the sake of promoting justice is what 
Jesus lived and taught. The narrative that justifies that 
kind of behavior comes from a Judas Goat, not God. It is 
not the way of our democratic history or system, and 
certainly does not prize the deepest convictions of the 
Christian faith nor of the United Methodist Church. 

Third, we are far from a perfect society. We make many 
mistakes in the collective enterprise we call 
democracy.  There have been great injustices to 
individuals and groups; but one of the things about our 
country is we have a system that allows for self-
correction and growth. As the day approaches when we 
celebrate our national independence, we need to 
remember and claim what defines who we are.  

Prized liberties are at the heart of the First 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. You remember 
the five basic freedoms: "Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances."  

These basic rights can be 
put a little more simply. 
They protect our freedom of 
speech, religion, and the 
press. It also protects our 
right to peaceful protest 
and to petition the 
government. We also know 
that the meaning of 
the First Amendment has been the subject of 
continuing interpretation and dispute over the years. A 
healthy society is always reforming and renewing itself. 

Fourth, it seems that we are perilously close to crossing 
a dangerous boundary in our contemporary culture. 
More and more we hear the Judas Goats confusing 
inclusivity and diversity with solidarity.  This is the 
point: allowing inclusivity and diversity should empower 
us to “agree to disagree.” We are a nation of great 
diversity with respect to talents, skills, beliefs, and 
ideals. The diversity enriches our country and creates 
an authentic sense of inclusivity. The danger occurs 
when Judas Goats tell us that we need to think and 

 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the  
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people  

peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 
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behave exactly alike, just as they think and behave.  That is not diversity. It is a form of control. It is 
unhealthy solidarity.  

True diversity and inclusiveness allows each person to claim their freedom. It 
allows one to speak his or her mind and heart without fear of reprisal. 
However, it also respects and empowers others to be able to do the same. 
That is where much of the equality we share is rooted. For the Christian, true 
freedom leads to love of God and the loving of one another as we love 
ourselves.  

A final thought. I believe that there is great misunderstanding about racism, 
discrimination, and white privilege. In some instances, do these evils exist? 
You bet! Does it result in unequal opportunity? Absolutely! After teaching 
sociology for fifteen years at the college level, I came to believe that there are 

many Judas Goats that create spin narratives which brings more confusion, even darkness to the issues, 
rather than light and wisdom.  

I encourage us to keep balanced in this culture of imbalance. Reject anything that festers hateful 
rhetoric, that creates dependency and a victim mentality, or that spawns false guilt. Be a good citizen of 
both America and God's Kingdom! Question everything. Think for yourself. Examine critically all the 
issues. Do not confuse evil for good or good for evil. 

Above all else, bow to no one except the Lord Jesus Christ. Judas Goats abound! 

Pastor Larry 

 

Sunday, July 5:  

1 Sam. 3:1-10;  
Psalm 139:1-6 
Where Can I Go? 
Pastor Larry  

 

Sunday, July 12:  
Romans 8:1-11; Psalm 25:1-8 
Set Your Mind 
Pastor Daniel 

 

Sunday, July 19:  
Matthew 21:33-46;  
Philippians 3:1-14 
Do We Really Know What Is Important 
Pastor Larry  

 

Sunday, July 26:  
Romans 8:26-29 
More Than Conquerors 
Pastor Daniel 

 

 
      July 1 Meditation 
 Rom. 7:15-25; Matt. 11:25-30 
      Pastors Daniel & Larry  

 

 July 8 Meditation 

 Psalm 1 
      Pastors Larry & Daniel 

 

 July 15 Meditation 

 Gen. 25:19-34; Ps. 146:1-10 
      Pastors Daniel & Larry 

 

 July 22 Meditation 

 Psalm 51 
      Pastors Larry & Daniel 

 

     July 29 Meditation 

     Gen. 29:15-28; Ps. 26:1-12 
     Pastors Daniel & Larry  

Access the videos 
via our website at 

veldarose.org 
 

or on our 
Facebook page:  

 
facebook.com/
veldaroseumc/ 



 

4 

 

Perhaps it was opportune timing that the pandemic we are 
experiencing today coincided with the beginning of the season 
of Lent. During Lent season, we embrace the opportunities 
provided for us in the desert. Individually (and at times, 
communally), we come face to face alone with God and allow 
God’s Spirit access to penetrate our protective layers and 
perhaps, mold us into the divine image of Jesus Christ.  Lent is 
meant to be a time of repentance. The 40 days are set aside 
to praise and worship the Lord; to read the Bible more, and to 
pray more often. Christians who willingly observe Lent can 
anticipate a deeper intimacy with the Lord.   
 
As demanding and unrelenting as the desert is, we find hope 

there as we discover and identify with the suffering of our Lord.  However, due to the pandemic this year, we 
did not gather for Easter to express and experience those hallelujahs and songs of joy. As individuals and as 
families, we were introduced to new terms such as “social distancing” and “shelter in place”. Today, during 
the COVID-19 crisis, our churches are currently silent. There are no children running on the church grounds, 
the bell is not tolling the hour of worship; our golf cart is not picking up people from the parking lot and there 
is no one striking up the praise band. The sanctuary is empty. Living during this pandemic has, without 
question, pushed us to think deeply about our understanding of God, faith, relationships, and worship. 
Worship is both God’s revelation to us and our response to God.  But, what does God say to us about our 
worship during this time of sheltering in place?  
 
Jesus was a worshipper. There are stories of his public worship life throughout the Gospels. Jesus went to the 
Temple to engage in the formal rituals of his Jewish faith. He participated in the liturgies of the day, singing 
psalms and doing lectionary scripture readings. He worshipped in isolation, without internet or a laptop, and… 
he worshipped remotely.  Jesus showed us that private prayers were a priority.  It is here that he found 
solitude with God, a silence in listening that invited “being still” and acknowledging who God is. Mark 1:35 
says, “Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary 
place, where he prayed”. Sometimes, it was mid-afternoon: “After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone…” (Matthew 14:23, NIV). And, at 
times, Jesus would leave the crowds to isolate himself.  He was not alone in worship simply because there was 
no other option; nor was he alone because of a shelter in place order.  He was alone intentionally.  Jesus 
clearly understood the benefit of one-on-one worship, of finding himself face to face with God… remotely. 
 
Today, worshipping God introduces us to the private worship practices that Jesus modeled for us. When we 
were forced into isolation, many of us struggled with feeling disoriented and confused.  It feels very 
counterintuitive, but temporarily separating ourselves from one another is our most profound act of worship. 
To worship God in spirit and in truth means to worship with those closest to us even during the great 
adaptation of sheltering in place.  Perhaps engaging church (worship) remotely and sheltering in place can be 
seen as a gift—a lesson in the value and importance of private worship. I am reminded of the words of the 
psalmist: “My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living 
God” (Ps. 84:2). Yes, we will come through this. 
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As I’ve pondered which hymn I would highlight this month, one came to mind repeatedly:  “I 
Need Thee Every Hour”.  It seems especially fitting as we continue to pass through this time 
of uncertainty and stress.  Since my youth, it has been one that has brought me great comfort 
and peace.   

I Need Thee Every Hour 

In this hymn, we petition the Savior repeatedly to be with us, not just in our church meetings, 
not just in times of trial, not just on special occasions, but EVERY HOUR. 

Author Annie S. Hawks (1835-1918) was a member of the Park Avenue Baptist Church in Plainfield, New Jersey, 
where Composer Robert Lowry (1826-1899) was her pastor.  She was a prolific writer, and he set many of her 
texts to music. 

She writes of this hymn: “I remember well the morning...when in the midst of the daily cares of my home...I 
was so filled with the sense of the nearness of the Master that, wondering how one could live without Him 
either in joy or pain, these words ‘I need Thee every hour’ were ushered into my mind.   

“It was wafted out to the world on the wings of love and joy, rather than under the stress of great personal 
sorrow.   It was not until long years after, when the shadow (of a great loss) fell over my way...that I 
understood something of the comforting in the words I had been permitted to write.”  

Robert Lowry commented: “I have no method (of writing songs).  Sometimes the music comes and the words 
follow...I watch my moods, and when anything strikes me, whether words or music, no matter where I am, at 
home, or on the street, I jot it down. The tunes of nearly all the hymns I have written have been completed on 
paper before I tried them on the organ.”   

Robert Lowry was coauthor of the text; he not only provided the music for the words of Annie S. Hawks but 
also wrote the words of the refrain (last two lines of the hymn). The hymn was first published in 1873. 

“Our Latter-day Hymns: the stories and the messages” by Karen Lynn Davidson, Deseret Book, 1988. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Update on our Concert Series... 

Because of the uncertainty of when we will be meeting as a congregation again, we have decided to 
postpone the beginning of our Concert Series to January, 2021.  We will provide more information as we get 
closer to that time.  
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REPORT FROM DESERT 
SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE UMW 

“United Methodist Women 
continues to grieve the extrajudicial 
killings of Black people in America. 
It has only been a few weeks since 
we spoke out against the killing of 
Ahmaud Arbery, and in that time 
two more killings have shaken the 
country:  the death of Breonna 
Taylor in her own home in Louisville 
and the death of George Floyd on a 
public street in Minneapolis. United 
Methodist Women grieves with the 
families of those who have been 
killed.”  Alberta Farnsworth-
president UMW Desert Southwest 
Conference 

“United Methodist Women 
encourages members to engage in 
the work of ongoing antiracist 
learning, recognizing that—
especially for White folks—ongoing 
antiracist learning and self-
reflection is not a one-time 
experience but must be, instead, a 
sustained spiritual practice.  If 
unsure where to begin, we 
recommend that you read and 
study:  So You Want to Talk About 
Race by Ijeoma Oluo, an important 
introduction to this work.  This is a 
2020 United Methodist Reading 
Program selection bonus book.” 
These published remarks are from 
the “Southwest Winds” (News from 
the Desert Southwest Conference 

UMW) on June 1, 2020.  This book 
and other Spiritual Growth 
materials are available on the UMW 
shelves in the Fitch Library. 

RESPONSE (the magazine of 
women in mission) 

In the May/June 2020 issue is the 
Bible Study “New Wineskins for 
New Wine” pp. 8-10 by Yvette 
Moore.  This is a study that could be 
used for personal growth or for a 
group meeting. The basic theme is 
from Mark 2:21 about the words of 
Jesus, “No one pours new wine into 
old wineskins.”  “No, they pour new 
wine into new wineskins.”  In short, 
this is a lesson in how to do holy in 
new ways.  In this time of change, 
fear not.  God is not finished with us
-God is up to something!   

VELDA ROSE UMW GIVES GRANTS 
IN SPRING 2020 

As the covid19 pandemic shut down 
Arizona and our Velda Rose Church, 
Arlene Oisten consulted with the 
president, Billie Larime, about 
giving out some of our Mission 
Project Grants to the following 
missions already approved in our 
2020 budget.  We felt that these 
particular groups might need 
money immediately during the 
pandemic. 

1. Wesley Center/Golden Gate 
$5,000. 
2. Hope Women $2,500 
3. Velda Rose UMC Samaritan 
Fund $5,000 
4. UMC Nomads $2,500 
5. UMCOR $5,000 
6. Velda Rose Food Bank $2,000 

7. House of Refuge $5,000 
8. Ethiopian Orphan Ministry 
$2,000 
9. Circle the City $2,500 
10. Native American Indian 
Program $1,500 

Total amount in grants so far in 
2020:      $33,000 

MISSION GIVING THROUGH 
RUMMAGE SALES 

This is my fourth mission article to 
inform and praise the Velda Rose 
United Methodist Women that has 
for fifty years raised money for the 
Glory of God around the world.   

1.  We give to The United 
Methodist Church Nomads. This 
is a national mission group 
helping churches or 
communities by building or 
repairing structures using 
private RV’s to live and work 
from at the site. 
2. We give to UMOM/New Day 
Centers.  The Centers provide 
resources for survivors of 
domestic violence and human 
trafficking.  Frequently helping 
homeless families, teens, and 
young adults with shelter. 
3. We support UMCOR “The 
United Methodist Committee 
on Relief”.  This is the group 
that goes out to help after a 
disaster to rebuild people’s 
lives... 
4. We support Native 
American Indian Programs. 
Most recently UMW organized 
food and water projects for the 
Navajo Indian Reservation 
during the current pandemic. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Our language is funny. Take for 
example: at the ballpark, the 
stands are where we sit. 

 

Time is a versatile performer. It 
flies, marches on, heals all wounds 
and will tell. 

 

Birthdays are good for you; the more you have the 
longer you live. 

Consume less, Live better 

 

Making the most of what you have and 
buying less aren’t just good for the 
environment, but also for you. Turns out, 
resisting wasteful consumer culture can 
build community and save money. All of us 
can work together to save God’s beautiful 
Earth. 

UMC of Casa Grande 

 

Red Mountain UMC, Mesa  

 

Primera Iglesia UM, Phoenix 

 

North Scottsdale UMC, Scottsdale 

We have not forgotten our graduates, and 
would like to celebrate their academic 
achievements or other educational 
milestones during the past year. 
 
Please submit the following recognition 
information for our future Graduation 
Sunday to Jessica via email at  
officeadmin@veldarose.org: 
 
 Graduate’s full name 

 2 to 3 pictures (for electronic 

submissions, please scan photos as 

jpegs) 

 Graduate’s school’s name 

 Bio (including extracurricular school 

activities, honors/awards, and plans for 

the fall) 

 
 

 
5.   Internationally we support the Methodist ministry for Ethiopian Orphans. 
6.   We have long supported Wesley Center/Golden Gate.  The Mission project is a local nonprofit health 
center at two locations.  They also supply community center programs with gyms, after school care, 
summer camps, GED, ESL & Citizenship classes. 

“Love in Action”  is our UMW motto:  submitted by Billie Larime, President 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Red Hats ladies are still on hold as we follow the 
CDC guidelines for social distancing. The locations we 
selected for lunch out are currently not accepting large 
groups of people for indoor seating. We have missed 
seeing everyone, and look forward to meeting together 
again, soon. 
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July is here and we again celebrate this great country of ours.  The COVID-19 that has kept us 
quarantined for so long seems to be growing once again.  Worship of our great God has become 
“virtual”, but continues, and I truly think our church’s online services is amongst the best out 
there.  It has all the things that we have with onsite worship – organ, piano and other great mu-
sic, great sermons, scriptures, offertories and even hymns!  Unfortunately, no Choir or bells, but 
hopefully, maybe this month, we can offer a handbell solo or two.  Bottom line, Sunday morn-
ing worship, at least for me, is comforting, feels normal, is effective and yet profound, as wor-

ship usually is for me.  Thanks to the leadership of our great staff, Pastors Larry, Daniel and Pam, for great 
preaching, choosing themes, scriptures, etc., and planning worship. Also, thanks to Jessica Brooks, Office Ad-
ministrator, who is sooo good at everything and incredibly helpful – especially to me!  Special thanks to Mary 
Ellen Loose - Director of Music, Robert Richter - Organist, Ron Roberts - Sound engineer, and to Bob Burwell 
for his great work in editing the services to make them cohesive online. 
 

I read an article in THE AMERICAN ORGANIST, the journal of the 16,000-member American Guild of Organists, 
by our Executive Director, James Thomashower, who has challenged every leader in the Guild – internationally, 
nationally, even locally, to contact individual members to just connect with them and see how they are doing 
during this time.  So, I am challenging myself to do the same thing with our Choir and Handbell members - to 
connect with and let them know we care about them.  This, of course, will also help me get to know everyone 
on a more personal level, which I very much appreciate.  I hope and pray we can all get back together again – 
live and in person! – in the fall, but if not, we will as soon as we are able to – safely!   
 

If you have thought about singing in the Choir, or ringing bells, but have not yet joined, please give some 
thought to this, and if you would like, I would love to talk with you.  Only requirements are that you can basi-
cally sing on pitch and can read music at least a little.  I will take care of everything else.  If you have experi-
ence ringing bells, I would very much like to talk with you about ringing with us.  Please feel free to give me a 
call or send me a note.  I am very much looking forward to talking with our choral and bell musicians in the 
very near future. 
 

By the way, we do have a regular Choir Zoom Meeting on Thursday afternoons from 3:30 – 4:30 (sometimes to 
5:00).  Please know, you are invited to join us if you would like.  Let me know and I will send you the info and 
link via email.  This is very ease to do, and the new Zoom program is very safe.  Let me know if you have any 
questions. 
 

On a personal note, I am having my right ankle replaced (I replaced my left ankle in 2011) at Mayo Clinic on 
July 27 (possibly earlier).  I covet your prayers during this time as the recovery takes 10 weeks before I can 
even drive again!  But, I will be able to walk without pain, play organ pedals again with both feet – hopefully 
without mistakes! ☺  – and maybe even ride my bike again! 
 

May God bless you with patience during this time, and may He keep you all well, and may you all stay safe! 
 

Love and blessings, 

 

Doug 

 

Doug Benton, Bellmaster & Choral Director 
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This month, VRUMC’s Pantry could use: 

 
-  Cereal 
-  Peanut Butter 
-  Jelly 
-  Spaghetti  
 

Since the church office is 
closed...  food donations 
can be brought to the Food Pantry office 
on Mondays & Thursdays from 9:30am to 
11:30am.  

July-August 2020 UPPER 
ROOMS: Mail Delivery, or 
Subscribing Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of 
the Upper Room, we will mail it 
to you!  
 

Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a 
message with your name and 
address. (Please do not come to 

the office.) 
 

If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able to 
access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. (After that 
initial time period, you will receive an offer to subscribe for 
$1.99 a month.) 

It will not surprise anyone that during our shuttering 
for the COVID -19 Virus, we have not faired well fi-
nancially. Year to Date our main source of revenue, 
our contributions, are down $49,000 from 2019. We 
are thankful for those who have kept the church in 
their financial giving protocol. Many have come for-
ward and increased their giving for the duration. We 
are all truly blessed to have these folks being part of 
Velda Rose. 

 

Most expenses are on pace, or less, than 2019. Most 
notable: our utilities are down $18K primarily 
through the SRP air conditioning cost. The other big 
item is the Conference Apportionments, which is up 
considerably as the entire amount is being borne by 
the church’s operations alone. We have decided to 
record these as payables until the full financial im-
pact the closure has had on our operations is deter-
mined. 

Our financial strength that differentiates us from 
many peer churches is that we do have sizable re-

serves. These however, are of course invested, and 
the markets have not treated us well. Year to Date 
the value of our reserves has reduced to just under 
$969K, which is a of loss of $110,000. 

We did apply for and received a $100,000 PPP loan 
from the U.S. Treasury. This enabled us to maintain 
payroll for all of our staff without the need to fur-
lough anyone. We can pay our utilities from this 
money as well. If we meet certain conditions, we 
may be eligible to have some or all of this money for-
given. The huge advantage of this is that in order to 
meet our obligations, we did not have to sell share of 
our investments, which as mentioned above, are se-
verely undervalued at this time. Depending on how 
long before we can resume normalcy, this strength-
ens our ability to ride out the closure and allow our 
investments to recover. 

We ask for your continued prayers to seek our com-
ing out of this period with all of us in good health, as 
well as Velda Rose’s financial health, intact and safe. 

By Bob Burwell, Finance Chair 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org


 

10 

For prayer requests, contact the Church office at (480) 832-2111, or Ruth Mogen (UMW Prayer Chain). 

Pastors Reappointed for 2020-2021 

Senior Pastor Larry Norris and Associate Pastor Daniel 
Gomez have been reappointed as clergy for Velda Rose 
United Methodist Church.  They will continue in their 
current positions to guide the church through the 
pandemic and into the “new normal”. Unfortunately, they 
will be without the guiding hand of Pam Wagner who will 
be retiring as Visitation Pastor.  Let’s keep all of them in 
our prayers.  

The Samaritan Fund 

 

Velda Rose UMC has been providing assistance to the 
residents in our community and throughout the city of 
Mesa. For years, the Samaritan Fund has become the 
source of hope for many families in financial crisis, medical 
needs, auto repairs and assistance with their utilities. 
When the schools closed their doors it became obvious to 
them that many families did not have internet in their 
homes, thus making it impossible for the children to 
continue their online classes. Because of your gifts, we 
have been able to provide assistance to many of these 
families. Truly, you are a giving congregation and you have 
a heart for reaching out to make an impact in our 
community… Thank You! 

 

The Work of The Reopening Committee 

It is important for you to know that we continue to 
organize and plan for the reopening of Velda Rose United 
Methodist Church. COVID-19 has stopped us in our tracks 
for the regular conduct of worship and many other 
groups, but we anticipate the day when we can reopen. 
Our bishop, Robert Hoshibata will call that signal when the 
time is right. He will follow the guidelines of the Centers 
for Disease Control (CDC), as well as other federal and 

state agencies. 

Meanwhile, our church is busy planning for the days 
ahead. The Committee on Reopening is meeting regularly 
to develop a protocol for reopening. Much of their work is 
completed and soon, near the time of reopening, it will go 
the Desert Southwest Conference for approval. In putting 
together the unique plans designed to reopen VRUMC, the 
committee has examined the DSW protocol as well as 
information from many other sources. We will be ready 
and prepared when the time comes! You will be able to 
attend church safely although a number of things will be 
different in worship. 

During this hiatus when we have been worshipping online, 
the 2020 Vision Committee has also been hard at work. 
Tasked with examining the short and long-range goals of 
Velda Rose, this committee is composed of 
representatives from the Council on Ministries, Trustees, 
and Finance, and other persons vested in the health and 
vitality of our church. You might ask, “Why this committee 
now?” For several reasons.  

There are changing trends in membership and 
contributions at Velda Rose, which continue to decrease. 
These are occurring against a backdrop of changes in the 
broader United Methodist Church, and which will be 
played out at General Conference in Minneapolis in 
August 2021. There is also the impact of COVID 19, and 
the “new normal” for our church. In all these things, it is 
imperative that Velda Rose clearly understands where it 
sits in this landscape of change. The 2020 Vision 
Committee is asking hard and uncomfortable questions of 
a church that celebrates a history of 60 years.  

As we move forward, let us stand together in hope and 
love, and remember that in Jesus Christ, we are the 
church, and He is our Shepherd. 

 

Lucy Molesworth 5/26/20 

Roberta Gordon 6/5/20 

Irene Baker 6/9/20 
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Moki & Ana Liku        7/8 

Steve Schmuki and Billie Larime   7/26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan & Rosie Zentner    7/9  65 

Jim & Arlene Oisten     7/24  55 

       

Daniel Griffiths      7/1 

Howard Orr      7/3 

Sharon Soboski     7/8 

Steve Benson     7/9 

Frances McCullough   7/22 

Roma Montgomery   7/11 

Breanna Duffy     7/13 

Nora Leesley      7/14 

Kepueli Kafovalu    7/16 

Carroll Peterson    7/21 

Betty Ghormley     7/23 

 

Eugene Osborne    7/24 

Jill Prather       7/24 

Marilyn Slaybaugh    7/25 

Trillis Perrin      7/26 

Lynn Tenold      7/27 

Anita Miller      7/28 

Dora Oitzman     7/28 

Karen Burwell     7/30  

Sheila Foreman     7/30 

Norma Newman    7/31 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 
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NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at noon 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch 

 

 


