
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 12 December 2020 

Where Is The Child? 

 

 

     Perhaps there is no place in the entire Bible where 
we witness more dramatically strength born out of 
weakness than in an obscure village called Bethlehem, 
set in tiny Judah in the country of Palestine, the distant 
and desolate land that sets at the edge of the Roman 
world. Near Bethlehem the shepherds tend their 
sheep on a quiet hillside, protecting them from the 
roaming thieves and predators. Mary and Joseph, 
expecting their firstborn, 
make their way slowly 
along rough roads, coming 
to a stable for lack of better 
accommodations. A tiny 
babe is born into the world. 
What could be good about 
another child born into a 
cold, dark night?  
 

     All so common and 
insignificant is this birth. 
There is so much weakness 
and fragility in this 
newborn babe. Yet, on this night, the impossible 
would become possible. For most of us, and most 
Christians in all times, the birth of Jesus is filled with 
mystery, simple splendor, and subtle metaphor. 
However, do not be deceived. The battle between 
good and evil is underway! 

 

     In Matthew 2:1-6, we come face to face with a man 
who will do anything to remain number one. King 
Herod unified Palestine of competing forces forty 
years earlier, and the Romans had rewarded him with 
the puppet title of “king.” The Jews whom he rules 
hate him, and the Romans let him rule as long as he 
maintains the peace. He is tight-fisted, paranoid, and 
tolerates no dissension from anyone. History records 
that he murdered his favorite wife, her family, and his  
eldest son. His ruthlessness was known across the  
Roman Empire. Emperor Augustus was known to have  

 
 
said that it would be “safer to be Herod’s pig (hus in 
Greek) than his son (huios)”. 

 

     It is to this man that the wise men come and ask, 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews?” 

 

     Herod immediately perceives the threat and will 
stop at nothing to destroy 
the young king. What a 
contrast that has been set 
before us in Matthew’s 
Gospel! King Herod, filled 
with both fear and power, 
moving against a helpless 
and unprotected child. How 
can this child, the 
embodiment of weakness 
and fragility, match up 
against a single-mindedly 
wicked king? Jesus appears 
to be the underdog, to be 

sure! 

 

     However, this is where our human thinking is 
confronted by the unpredictable and surprising nature 
of God. No place is this more apparent than in 
understanding that out of weakness can be found 
strength, and that from what often seems very 
insignificant, something significant emerges! 

 

     We certainly find this true in the natural world. A 
tiny seed no larger than a fingernail grows into a giant 
sequoia tree three hundred feet in height that lives for 
centuries. A microbe that is virtually “nonexistent,” yet 
with the capabilities to either enhance or destroy life 
when it enters the human body. In the natural world 
we do, indeed, find the weak and insignificant 
becoming strong and very significant. It is a process 
that, at times, seems filled with 

By Pastor Larry 

(Continued on page 2) 
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   Where is the Child? continued 

      However, the notion that we are considering is just 
as powerful when we apply it to the spiritual world. 
One of the supreme Biblical themes is that from the 
impossible there can come the possible, and 
unleashing the “possible” is often linked to faith and 
trust. 
 

     In the Old Testament, the success of the Hebrew 
leaders, against all odds, reflects this 
truth. In Hebrews 11:32-34a we read, 
“of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
of David and Samuel and the prophets 
– who through faith conquered 
kingdoms, administered justice, 
obtained promises, shut the mouths 
of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped 
the edge of the sword, won strength 
out of weakness…” 

 

     Jesus’ birth turns upside down our 
notion of what is weak and what is 
strong. The strength of Herod cannot 
be underestimated, but it is no match 
for God. God does not ignore the evil 
of Herod, but he does stay in front of 
him by careful planning. The vulnerable Jesus cannot 
be lost because God is in the equation.  
 

     There are two challenges that stand before us 
when we face the weakness and obscurity of 
Christmas. 
 

     The first challenge is to claim the power that lies 
within our own weaknesses. Sometimes the biggest 
enemy in living the Christian life is our self. 
Sometimes we defeat our best intentions because we 
focus on our inadequacies. We need to remember 
the words that Jesus spoke to Paul:  “But he said to 
me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” Then Paul says, “I will all 
the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities; for when I 
am weak, then I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 
What can we give to God that seems weak or 
insignificant? 
 

     What is the point? God is present in all that you 
are and all that you can become! Christmas has 

become a holiday. Yet Christ is an event: 
“Emmanuel… God with us.” His grace can work in 
your life today to blossom your most tangled and 
toughest weaknesses into new strengths.  
 

     The second challenge is to help turn the 
weaknesses of others into strengths. We live in a 
society that treats people very unequally along the 

lines of gender, race, ethnicity, age, 
and general appearance. Our ideal 
culture talks a lot about how people 
“count.” Our real culture often 
portrays a very different picture. We 
look at others and make judgments 
about their worth. We see in others 
what we think are weaknesses. We 
make assumptions! Let us be careful! 
We need to remember that God 
speaks from all of life, in all of the 
experiences of human triumph and 
misery. God’s Spirit listens to the 
heartbeat of all his children. The 
message: never underestimate where 
God may “turn up.” God is the Master 

of surprise! God is not bound by race, gender, age, 
creed, dogma, and the like. Indeed, did God not 
speak to us from the humble setting of a barn long 
ago?  
 

     What is the bottom line? Do not be consumed and 
defeated by feeling and thinking that your life, or the 
lives of others, are too ordinary, too limited, too 
problem filled, or too insignificant to be called and 
used by God. His vineyard is vast and he commissions 
those who are faithful, not perfect! Do not ever think 
that you are so obscure that you will be unnoticed or 
unused by God. 
 

     Again, I ask: “What could be good about another 
child born into the cold, dark night? What an 
underdog!  All so obscure! All so insignificant! Where 
is the Child? Simply a step ahead of an evil despot 
bent in his own designs? I think not! Surprise! God’s 
love made a front and center entry into the human 
drama. God brings strength out of vulnerability, hope 
in the midst of evil schemes, and new life for a weary 
human family.  
 

     Merry Christmas!             ~Pastor Larry 
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 December’s Online Messages & Meditations  

9:30 AM 

Sunday 

Sunday, December 6:   
2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Who Dresses Like That? 
Mark 1:1-8 
Pastor Daniel 
 

Sunday, December 13:  
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Who Are You? 
John 1:6-8; 19-24 
Pastor Larry 

Sunday, December 20: 
4th Sunday of Advent 
 

What Kind of Longing is in Your Heart? 

Luke 1:26-38 

Pastor Larry 

 

Sunday, December 27:   

My Eyes Have Seen... 
Luke 2:22-40 
Pastor Daniel 
 

10:00 AM 

Wednesday 

Meditations 

Access videos at 
veldarose.org  

or on our  
Facebook page: 
facebook.com/
veldaroseumc/ 

December 2 Meditation 
Comfort, Comfort! 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

December 9 Meditation 
He Has Sent Me! 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

December 16 Meditation 
When God Says ‘No’, Don’t  Make  
it a Yes! 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

December 23 Meditation 
What Springs Up in a Garden? 
Isaiah 61:10 — 62:3 

 

December 30 Meditation 
Where Is Hope in the Darkness? 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
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 Pastor Daniel 

     Towards the end of September, I went to the grocery store and was a bit surprised to see the full 
display of merchandise already announcing Halloween.  Never mind that we are in the midst of a 
pandemic, the store was well stocked as if everything was as usual, with rows and rows of candies 
and of course, a wide variety of costumes for children. This reminded me that it’s about this time that 
the church office is also making decisions (purchases) in preparation for the season.  Advent books, 
candles, calendars, sheet music, pageant scripts – all on sale and promising to arrive soon.   

Can we imagine a bit?  it’s not beyond the bounds to imagine that we may be able to offer some kind 
of in-person worship gathering in December. Maybe COVID-19 will slow its spread. Maybe flu season 
will delay its arrival. Maybe December will be warm for much of the country, making outdoor services 
possible. Maybe new science will discover that belting out the “Hallelujah” chorus is not a COVID-
spreading activity. Maybe we will still sing “Silent Night” while holding up beeswax tapers in a 
darkened chapel. Maybe! Let’s not grow weary of the “COVID maybe”, the constant back-and-forth 
between hoping and planning to gather in person only to see it delayed for another 4-6 weeks – or 
postponed. 

For most of us, the year 2020 has introduced a slowing down into many of aspects of our lives.  This 
slowing down has brought with it a kind of renewal for me. As the Advent and Christmas seasons 
approach once again, I find myself with a kind of anticipation and understanding that I have not 
experienced before. I mean, being intentionally aware of God’s activity among us and wondering why 
God has placed us in this specific time and place. This newly formed anticipation has brought with it 
an awareness of this in-between time in which we find ourselves, the time between God breaking 
into this world as the incarnate Christ and the return of our glorious Savior. Advent is most certainly 
about anticipation and waiting… but it is also about slowing down enough to be aware of God’s 
activity right in front of us. It is about watching and waiting to see what God is doing in our lives and 
in the world-even during a pandemic. Advent is packed with anticipation of the coming of the Christ 
child, but it calls for us to watch, to look, to listen… to be aware. 

So this Advent, as we all anticipate the arrival of this new season, may you create the time and space 
to prepare your hearts for the coming of the Christ child. May you fully experience what it means for 
us (and this aching world) that God came among us.   
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 VRUMC Music Arts: Silent Night           Mary Ellen 

“I truly believe that if we keep telling the Christmas story, singing the Christmas songs, and living 
the Christmas spirit, we can bring joy and happiness and peace to this world.” 

~ Norman Vincent Peale 

It seems that now, more than ever, the music of 
Christmas can and will bring hope, peace and comfort 
to the world.  I recently began playing my Christmas 
CDs.  Oh, how my heart was filled with joy, beautiful 
family memories, and, most of all, the reason we have 
this holiday: to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

No doubt each of you have at least one favorite carol 
of the season.  I wanted to share the story behind 
what may be the most popular carol of all. 

“Silent Night” 

It is amazing to realize that this best-known of all Christmas carols was virtually an “instant hymn”. 
The words were written, set to music, and first performed all in a single day.  Though fanciful 
stories often spring up over the years about popular hymns, the account that is often told of the 
writing of “Silent Night” can in fact be documented as historical.  This carol was written in an 
attempt to make the best of a musical emergency when the organ of a small Austrian church broke 
down on the morning of Christmas Eve. 

On December 24, 1818, Father Joseph Mohr, the assistant parish priest at the St. Nikolaus Catholic 
Church of Oberndorf, Austria, decided to write a new hymn for the evening service.  Because the 
church organ could not be repaired in time, he needed a Christmas hymn that the organist, Franz 
Gruber, could accompany on his guitar.  He took the words to Franz Gruber, who wrote the music, 
and the two of them sang the hymn at the evening service, with the choir joining in on the last two 
lines. 

The carol’s fame spread far faster than that of its creator.  Traveling musicians soon popularized  it 
throughout Europe and the United States, and the tune was attributed to many different 
composers, including Mozart!  But in 1854, Franz Gruber wrote a public letter setting the record 
straight and establishing proper credit for himself and Father Joseph Mohr. 

The original hymn text was quite a bit longer; today English-speaking congregations use the first, 
sixth and second verses of the original.   

The tune name, Stille Nacht, is from the first two words of the original German hymn, meaning 
“quiet night”.  

 

~ Karen Lynn Davidson, “Our Latter-day Hymns: the stories and the messages” 
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United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

 

 

REV. BEV COPPLEY, DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENT NORTHERN 
PIEDMONT DISTRICT 

“Our Methodist heritage has always 
been one of civic-mindedness and 
good citizenship, in 1774, John 
Wesley himself offered wisdom on 
voting, that included three 
admonitions for the people called 
Methodists: 

1. To vote, without fee or 
reward, for the person they 
judged to be most 
worthy.                                          
2.  To speak no evil of the person 
they voted against. 
3.  To take care their spirits were 
not sharpened against those that 
voted on the other side.” 
4.  To me this message is very 
appropriate for what we have 
been through this election 
year.   Love one another, just as 
Christ loves us.   (Billie Larime) 
 

WORLD THANK OFFERING 

In November, the UMW of Velda 
Rose once again collected money for 
World Missions.  Our programs were 
centered on being thankful each day. 
As I write this Vision report, I do not 
know if we will be meeting in person 
or by Zoom.  Along with the 
collection of our annual World Thank 
Offering, all members of UMW are 
being asked to elect our officers for 
2021, our programs, and our budget 
for 2021.  If you were not contacted 

by your Circle Chairperson regarding 
an election ballot, please contact 
Billie Larime .   

WHY CAN’T I SOLVE THE PROBLEMS 
SURROUNDING ME? 

“We can’t solve all of these 
problems.  We can acknowledge our 
limitations, do what we are able to 
do, and know that it will be good 
enough.  We can be voices of reason 
and hope.  We can call someone who 
needs a listening ear.   We can wear 
masks and social distance.  We can 
have a compassionate heart.”  Kathy 
Schock, spiritual growth coordinator, 
Desert Southwest Conference UMW 

READING PROGRAM UMW 

“It cannot be that the people should 
grow in grace unless they give 
themselves to reading.  A reading 
people will be a knowing 
people.”  John Wesley 

What Comes With the Dust?   A 
novel by Gharbi M. Mustafa  (Social 
Action 2020) 

This is a novel about a real issue 
brought to life in a fiction story. Parts 
of the book are true events and 
places.   It is easy to relate to the 
characters in the novel and easy to 
feel empathy for those under the 
Islamic State.  It is the story of two 
Yazidi women, Nazo and Soz as they 
fight to survive.  This book is not for 
children.  It is very graphic and 
violent.   The facts in the book were 
based on real people interviews. 

RESPONSE (the magazine of women 
in mission) submitted by Mary 
Killgrove, Program Resources of 
Velda Rose UMW 

In the September/October 2020 
issue, the Bible Study (pages 8-10) 

tells of a Christian fellowship meal 
entitled a “Love Feast.”  Although 
infrequently observed among United 
Methodists today, a Love Feast 
recalls the meals shared among Jesus 
and his followers.   John Wesley was 
introduced to the Love Feast in 1737 
by the Moravians in Savannah, 
Georgia, and it subsequently became 
an important part of Methodist 
ritual. For United Methodist Women, 
as an organization of laywomen in 
the Wesleyan tradition, the Love 
Feast represents a commitment to 
strive for personal and social 
holiness in all that UMW members 
do. Instructions on how to perform 
either a virtual or an in-person Love 
Feast are provided in this Bible 
Study. 

MESSAGE FROM Alberta 
Farnsworth, (President Desert 
Southwest Conf. UMW) 

“Looking for the rose among the 
thorns has become my watchword. 
For instance, I know when the 
Presidential election is over, the 
politicians will still be doing their 
thing, and you and I will still be living 
in our same neighborhoods with the 
same neighbors and still be doing all 
our normal, as normal as we can this 
year, doing things and being friendly 
with those around us.” 

“We still have the chance to be 
friendly where ever we find 
ourselves!  We can choose to be 
happy or sad!  We need to continue 
the work that the United Methodist 
Women started over 150 years ago.” 

WE REMAIN LOVE IN ACTION 
submitted by Billie Larime, 
President UMW 

 
 

“Blessed are those that have regard for 
the weak.” Psalm 41:1   
 

Submitted by Billie Larime,  
UMW President 
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Monthly Prayer for Churches 

Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

We all need to learn that to ignore 
the facts does not change the facts. 
 

Life is tough, but we are tougher… 
With God’s grace of course. 
 

You may be only  one person in the 
world, but you may also be the world to one 
person.(Keep in touch with family and friends, it is 
so important). 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Hope you all had a Happy but safe 
Thanksgiving. Please do the same 
during the Christmas Holiday. 

As the green team we want you to 
keep being responsible for our Earth that God has so 
graciously given us. 
 

Starting in the January issue we will have the 5-day 
WASTE – LESS CHALLENGE. 
 

The first being:  Conduct a Trash Audit 

Second:  Make a Zero – Waste Kit 

Third:  Quit Food Waste (If food waste were a country, 
it would be the third highest greenhouse gas emitter in 
the world.) 

Fourth:  Curate a Sustainable Closet (Our clothes have 
an outsized impact – the fast fashion industry 
produces 10 percent of all human – caused carbon 
emissions.) 

Fifth:  Buy Nothing New 

 

An update for our 50th – 51st Earth Day celebration:  
 

Our theme this year will be focusing on “He’s got the 
Whole Earth in his Hands”. Hope to see you then and 
in the meantime, stay safe and stay healthy and have a 
very Blessed Christmas wherever you may be.  

Shepherd of the Pines UMC, 

Overgaard 
 

Scottsdale UMC 
 

Paradise Valley UMC 
 

Phoenix Native American Fellowship 

  I like stories that tell how the “underdog” rises to 
the occasion to beat the stronger opponent. 
Somehow we get charged when we see an ill 
equipped “David” take on a snorting and arrogant 
“Goliath” and emerge victorious, with the moral 
success just as important as the physical win. We 
can relate to those stories in which strength is 
found even in the face of apparent weakness. 
Christmas is a lot about strength born of weakness. 
Daily life is often about finding strength in our 
inadequacies! 

 

     In a sense, we are a lot like golf balls. If you have 
ever looked at one closely, you will have noticed 
that they are covered by hundreds of small pocks 
or dimples. They are not perfectly round and 
smooth. The experts tell us that the dimples on the 
ball lower the wind resistance as the ball flies 
through the air. The result is that instead of a 
smooth ball being able to be hit a distance of only 
a hundred and thirty yards, the dimpled ball can fly 
to a distance of two hundred and sixty yards to 
three hundred yards.  

 

     The imperfections in the ball give it a distinct 
advantage. Likewise, our imperfections and 
weaknesses give God a chance to use us in ways 
that we can’t imagine. How we need to let the 
Spirit of God flow over us and use all of who and 
what we are for his work. Remember, we are all 
dimpled, and God strengthens both our strengths 
and our weaknesses!               ~Pastor Larry 

Are You Smooth or Dimpled? 
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       Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; 
everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 
Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is 
love. —1 John 4:7–8 

 

This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No 
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. . . 
This I command you: love one another.  

—John 15:12–14, 17  
 

Love is perhaps the last thing anyone wants to be reminded of in these days following the election in 
the United States. Yet our resistance to love is precisely why we need to talk about it! We have strayed 
so far from love; and yet, love is the essence of who we are, and how we are called to treat one 
another. 
 

      “Whoever loves is born of God and knows God” (1 John 4:7). Unfortunately, many Christians think, 
“If I read the Bible, I’m born of God; or if I go to church, I know God; or if I obey the commandments, I 
know God.” Yet the writer of 1 John says it’s simply about loving. Note that the converse is true also: 
“Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:8). In the Gospel of John, Jesus 
takes this to its logical conclusion. He does not say, “There is no greater love than to love God.” Instead 
he says, “There is no greater love than to lay down your life for your friends” (John 15:13). The 
beginning and end of everything is love. Only inside of this mystery of the exchange of love can we 
know God. If we stay outside of that mystery, we cannot know God. 
 

     When most of us hear the word “commandment,” we likely think of the Ten Commandments; that is 
not what Jesus is referring to here. He speaks of a “new” commandment surpassing and summing up 
the “ten” of the Hebrew Bible (Exodus 20:1–17; Deuteronomy 5:6–21): “This is my commandment: 
Love one another” (John 15:17). He also says that the entire law and the prophets are summed up in 
the two great commandments: to love God and to love one another (see Matthew 22:36–40).  
 

     Perhaps we don’t want to hear these commandments because we can never live up to them through 
our own efforts. We’d like to whittle this down to a little commandment, like “Come to church on 
Sunday,” so that we could feel we have obeyed the commandment and accomplished love. But who of 
us can say that we have fully loved yet? We are all beginners. We are all starting anew every day, in 
utter reliance on the mercy, grace, and compassion of God. This is a good example of “the tragic gap” 
that faith always allows and fills. 
 

     Remember: 

 

     We have strayed so far from love; and yet, love is the essence of who we are, and how we are called 
to treat one another.  
 

     Love even for enemies is the key to the solution of the problems of our world. Jesus is not an 
impractical idealist; he is the practical realist. —Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 A Commandment to Love   by Richard Rohr, Center for Action and Contem-
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Upper Room  Access and Current Pantry Needs 

 

 * Small Can Hams  

 * Box Potatoes 

 * Box or Bag of Stuffing 

 * Small can of  
    Sweet Potatoes 
 

 * Mixed Vegetables 

 * Canned Pumpkin  

 * Evaporated Milk 

 * Canned Cranberry 

 * Canned Fruit Pie Filling 

 * Pie Shells or Jiffy Pie Shell Mix 

 * Jiffy Muffin Mix 

Please bring these food items to the Pantry 
Monday or Thursdays between 9:15 & 11:30 AM.  

November/December 2020 UPPER 
ROOMS: Mail Delivery, or 
Subscribing Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a 
message with your name and 
address. (Please do not come to the 
office.) 

 

If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able to 
access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. (After that 
initial time period, you will receive an offer to subscribe for 
$1.99 a month.) 
 
 

December, the happiest time of the year!  I 
tend to be an optimist, so, in spite of the 
pandemic, I still believe this is true!  After 
all, our Christ’s birth is celebrated at this 
time, what could be happier than His birth?? 

 

Given the past several months, I cannot wait to enjoy 
the great music of Christmas – the carols, the bells, the 
choirs, the keyboards, even the smiles of old grumpy 
guys like me!!   
 

This year, it has not yet been decided how we will 
celebrate Christmas as a church – either in person or 
virtually, but either way, I know the music will be 
great!!  Mary Ellen Loose, our Director of Music Arts, 
is planning some special events that can be 
appreciated either way.  I plan on having at least our 
Canterbury Carillon Quintet ringing handbells (my 
ankle should be healed to the point where I can walk 
again and stand in one place for a period of time), with 
the hope of adding more ringers after the first of the 
year.  Or, perhaps, start a beginning handbell choir.  All 
you who might be interested, please give this some 
thought!!  More in January. 
 

We have been having weekly Choir Zoom Meetings on 
Mondays at 3:30 pm.  We only have a small group of 
people participate, but we have been getting more as 
time goes on.  If you would like to sing in the Choir, or 
have sung in the Choir, please let me know if you 
would like to join us on Zoom!  At this point, we are 
not rehearsing but just keeping in touch with each 
other, making new friends, and developing a feeling of 
“family” in the Choir.  So, please join us, if you would 
like. Just send me an email, and we will go from 
there.  I hope to begin rehearsals by mid-January, if we 
can. 
 

I pray we all remain healthy and safe and well during 
this season so we can all truly celebrate the birth of 
our Christ!! 

 

O come all ye faithful - let us raise strains of joy to 
world, the Lord has come! - to the world!! 

 

Love and blessings to all, 
 

Doug 
Douglas J. Benton 
Bellmaster & Choral Director 

    Bells & Voices                   Doug Benton 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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Gwen Heaton 9/2020 

Delores Roper 11/9/20 

We are accumulating items to fill 500 Christmas 
stockings for children at 4 local schools. Circle 2 is 
again chairing this project.  As you travel, please save 
those unused lotions, shampoos, conditioners and 
soaps.  When you go to the dentist, please ask for 
extra toothpaste and tooth brushes.  McDonald 
happy meal toys are great for stocking stuffers.  We 
appreciate your support to make less fortunate 
children have a merrier Christmas. 
 

I have a major need for beanie baby-sized stuffed 
animals.  Our supply that we had acquired so far this 
year, about 400 beanies, were stolen out of our 
church storage room.  Fifty-one have been 
recovered.  We really need a lot of help to get 500 
beanies by early December.  Please check your attic 
and with your neighbors for beanies they may want 
to donate.  We do have most of our coloring books 
(500), crayons (480), candy canes and toothbrushes 
(387). 
 

Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Cereal bars 

Travel-sized lotions 
Travel-sized shampoos and conditioners 
Travel-sized soaps 
Individually-wrapped candies  
(no chocolate)  
Small toys for stockings 
Crayons 
Coloring books 
Small story books 
Stuffed animals 
Cash to purchase what we need 

Items can be left at the Women's Mission Warehouse 
until Friday, December 4th at 11:00 am at the 
Mission Warehouse.  Make sure they are designated 
as Christmas Stocking Project donations. We will 
stuff the Christmas Stockings on December 8th at 
9:30 am in the covered area by room 608.  
 

If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten. 

Annual Christmas Stocking Project  
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50+ Years 

 

Ray & Brenda  Monks 

 12/10 

Darrel & Odelia Boyer       12/21 

Harold  & Gladys Dodge  12/22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted  & Marceda Vail             12/9 

Charles & Ruth White           12/26 

James & Sherrie Bludorn    12/28 

   

 

 

Karen Taylor        12/2 

S Louise Middleton     12/3 

Sonja Smith     12/4 

Barbara Murray   12/8 

Janet Batuk     12/9 

Maridel Spiegeler  12/9 

Marlene Fuks          12/12 

Gail Unruh     12/12 

Helen Pecha               12/13 

Gordon Pecha            12/14 

Eunice Tesoriero   1214 

Clinton Bartlett    12/15 

Judith Lorum       12/15 

Sylvia Morgan       12/15 

 

 

 

 

William Sitka      12/17 

Sherrill Weary       12/17 

Geri Edson       12/19 

Marilyn Heckman     12/20  

Don Sakshaug         12/20 

Boni Lundin       12/22 

Imogene Hulett      12/23 

Anne Marie Knudson    12/23 

Cheryl Stalnecker     12/23 

John Spykerman     12/24 

Robert Hina          12/27 

Larry Jackson      12/29 

Peggy Snowdall     12/31 

 
Also Celebrating 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, December 8, 2020. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org  
with your newsletter articles. 

 

 
NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 


