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What Do You Do When Faith Dies?  

 

 As we move through the season of remembering the 

saints of the church, I am reminded of one person in 
particular.  I preached about this person some years 
ago and about how her life speaks richly to our times. 
I have been asked by a good number of people to put 
that message in print. So here goes!  
 
     Some time ago I read an 
article in Time magazine that 
talked about one of the great 
spiritual icons of the twentieth 
century (Time, “The Secret Life of 
Mother Teresa,” September 3, 
2007, pp. 36-43). For me the 
piece was riveting because it 
opened the heart and soul of a 
spiritual warrior. What one 
discovers is that this warrior 
fought a battle in her own life 
that was just as agonizing as any 
of the terrible social problems 
she sought to eradicate. 
 
     Mother Teresa, as she was known to the general 
public, was born Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu in 1910 in 
what is now Skopje, the Republic of Macedonia. At 
the age of twelve she felt the call of God in her life to 
be a missionary to the poor in other countries. At the 
age of 18, she left home to join the Sisters of Loreto 
as a missionary. She never again saw her mother and 
sister. Initially, Teresa went to the Loreto Abbey in 
Rathfarnham, Ireland, to learn English, the language 
that the Sisters of Loreto used to teach school 
children in India.  
 
     Traveling to India in 1929, she began to novitiate in 
Darjeeling, near the Himalayan Mountains, where she 
learned Bengali and taught at the St. Teresa’s School, 
a schoolhouse close to her convent. Teresa took her 
first vows as a nun in May, 1931, and later in May, 

1937, in Calcutta, she took her solemn vows.  She 
would serve as a teacher at the Loreto convent school 
in Entaly, eastern Calcutta for almost twenty years.  
 
     On September 10, 1946, Mother Mary Teresa, now 
thirty-six years old, was on a train trip to Darjeeling in 
the foothills of the Himalayan Mountains. On that trip 
Christ spoke to her, and she experienced “the call 

within the call,” and was told to 
leave teaching and go and work in 
“the slums” of the city, 
ministering to the destitute and 
the dying. Jesus said to her: 
“Come, come carry me into the 
holes of the poor. Come be my 
light.” Overcoming many 
obstacles, she gained permission 
to leave the Loreto Sisters and 
start her own community to work 
exclusively with the poor. It would 
be called the Missionaries of 
Charity, a mission to the “poorest 
of the poor.”  
 

     On December 11, 1979, Mother Mary Teresa 
traveled to Oslo dressed in her simple blue-bordered 
sari wearing sandals in below-zero temperatures. 
There, this “saint of the gutters,” receives the 
prestigious Nobel Peace Prize. Her organization, 
begun by herself in Calcutta, today has several 
thousand sisters and brothers running orphanages, 
AIDS hospices and charity centers throughout the 
world, and caring for refugees, the blind, disabled, 
aged, alcoholics, the poor and homeless, and victims 
of floods, epidemics, and famine.  
 
  The Missionaries of Charity have become a beacon of 
light, hope, and self sacrifice to the entire planet. In 
Oslo, she said, “It is not enough for us to say, ‘I love 
God, but I do not love my neighbor, since in dying on 
the cross, God had [made] himself 
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   What Do You Do When Faith Dies? continued 

(Continued on page 4) 

the hungry one – the naked one – the homeless 
one” (Time, p. 36). For all of us, Teresa was a “saint” 
because she lived out a calling of total discipleship in 
the service of Christ. She died in 1997. 
 

     Yet, there was another side of Teresa that has 
been borne to us in the legacy of her conversations 
and letters with spiritual advisors, confidants, 
confessors, and friends. In a book titled, Mother 
Teresa, Come Be My Light (Doubleday 2007), we 
learn that for nearly half a century this spiritual 
pilgrim lived with no sense of the presence of God in 
her life – at all! The Rev. Brian Kolodiejchuk, the 
compiler and editor of the book, reports that Teresa 
lived in spiritual agony, feeling no sense of the 
presence of God “in her heart or in the Eucharist.” 
Teresa writes of spiritual “dryness,” “torture,” 
“darkness,” “loneliness,” feeling like she is living in 
hell, doubting the existence of even God.  
 

     Teresa’s spiritual agony began a few months after 
she went to work on the streets of Calcutta. Except 
for a very few brief periods, it continued for the rest 
of her life. Listen to her words: “Jesus has a very 
special love for you. [But] as for me - The silence and 
the emptiness is so great - that I look and do not see 
- Listen and do not hear - the tongue moves [in 
prayer] but does not speak … I want you to pray for 
me - that I let Him have a free hand.” Again, listen: 
“Lord, my God, who am I that you should forsake 
me? I call, I cling, I want - and there is no one to 
answer - no One on who I can cling - no, No one. - 
Alone… Where is my Faith – even deep down right in 
there is nothing, but emptiness and darkness - My 
God - how painful is this unknown pain - I have no 
Faith - I dare not utter the words and thoughts that 
crowd in my heart - and make me suffer untold 
agony.” (Time, pp.34-36) 
 

     There are many voices from the world of religion 
and psychology that have tried to analyze the 
spiritual heartbeat of Mother Teresa. How could a 
woman publicly show a face of hope and love, the 
very expression of Christ’s being, live a life in which 
her faith was dead for so long? For all the possible 
explanations to this question, the one answer that 

gave her the greatest sense of release was provided 
in 1961 by a spiritual advisor named Rev. Joseph 
Neuner. With great insight he pointed out to Teresa 
that her deepest desire in life was to fully share in 
Christ’s passion.  
 

     What was the most painful part of the passion of 
Christ? Jesus’ suffering was at its greatest when he 
cried from the cross, “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?” Teresa’s insight came when she 
realized that her great sense of the absence of God 
in her life was not simply a spiritual dead zone – a 
meaningless existence, but might be exactly what 
she had prayed for: a total life immersion in what 
Jesus had experienced on the cross. Her “dark night” 
of the soul was a special grace given by a unique 
sharing in the passion of Jesus. This perspective 
enabled her to continue her life and work.  
 

     What does this modern day saint say to us? 
Teresa’s life reminds us that doubt is a part of the 
journey that we travel. It sits on the landscape of the 
life of any authentic spiritual pilgrim. What we must 
remember is that doubt is not failure; it is at times 
an appropriate response to the very difficult realities 
of existence. Every saint, well known and obscure, 
has dealt with the “dark nights” of the spiritual 
quest. Do you remember the words of Jeremiah to 

Statue of Mother Teresa in Struga, Macedonia 
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 November’s Online Messages & Meditations  

9:30 AM 

Sunday 

Services  

Sunday, November 1:   
All Saints Sunday 
 

How Wise Are We? 
Matthew 5:1-12; 22-38 
Pastor Larry 
 

Sunday, November 8:  
Are We Ready? 
Matthew 25:1-13 
Pastor Larry 
 

Sunday, November 15: 
So You Think You’ve Got Talent? 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Pastor Larry 

Sunday, November 22:   
What Are You Doing Here 
Matthew 25:31-46 
Pastor Larry 
 

Sunday, November 29:  
First Day of Advent 
 

How Do We Discern These Times? 
Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:14-24 
Pastor Larry 
 
  

10:00 AM 

Wednesday 

Meditations 

Access the videos via our website at veldarose.org or on our Facebook page: facebook.com/

November 4 Meditation 
What Does God Desire From Us? 
Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
 

November 11 Meditation 
How Do We Defeat Ourselves? 
Judges 4:1-7 

 

 

November 18 Meditation 
Why Does God Search For Us? 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
 

November 25 Meditation 
(For Thanksgiving Day, 11/26) 
What Kind of Thanksgiving Would 
Jesus Celebrate? 
Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Luke 17:11-19 

November’s: Tues. 11/24 December’s: Tues. 12/22 
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   What Do You Do When Faith Dies? continued 

God as the prophet deals with his own loneliness and 
frustration: “Why is my pain unceasing, my wound 
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me 
like a deceitful brook, like waters that fall” (Jeremiah 
15:18). If you doubt, you are in some very good 
company! 
 

     Teresa’s story is a reminder to remember that we 
are all wounded. It does not matter about your 
intelligence, education, or occupation. We are all 
wounded in mind, body, and spirit because we live in 
a world of sin. Some people are more wounded than 
others. As we face our wounds, we can either let 
them take us captive, or we can let them be used by 
God’s Spirit to bring some measure of healing, and 
give purpose to our lives. Mother Teresa’s sense that 
God had abandoned her could have destroyed her 
life and ended her work. Her wound, like Jeremiah’s, 
felt “incurable,” yet she became a “wounded 
healer.”  
 

     Teresa’s story helps us to remember that faith is 
more than “feeling.” Popular culture often tells us 
that the litmus test of anything authentic is the 
“feeling” we get about it. The problem with that 
when it comes to spirituality is simply that feelings 
cannot have the last word as a judgment about faith. 
One day you may feel close to God. The next day he 
may seem far away and you sense little connection to 
the divine. Yet God is working in our lives in a myriad 
of ways, both seen and unseen. Mother Teresa said, 
“I accept not in my feelings – but with my will, the 
will of God – I accept His will.” She was saying that 
real faith is grounded in love and commitment. She 
was saying that discipleship is based on willful 

intention.   
                
     Mother Teresa wrote her confessor, Lawrence 
Picachy, in 1959, “Please destroy any letters or 
anything I have written. If the letters became public, 
people will think more of me - less of Jesus.” Thank 
God the Church disagreed. In an undated prayer to 
Jesus, Mother Mary Teresa said of her weakness and 
doubt: “If this brings you glory - if souls are brought 
to you - with joy I accept all to the end of my life.”  
 

     Can we say the same? I am reminded of Paul’s 
words when he faced a lifelong “thorn in the flesh.” 
Jesus spoke to him and said, “My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is made perfect in weakness” (2 
Corinthians 12:9).    
 

     We give thanks for 
Mother Teresa, and for all 
the saints we have known 
who have loved us, who 
taught us hard lessons, and 
who graced our lives with 
the strength of their spirits. 
Blessed be the saints who 
die in Christ!     
 

-- Pastor Larry 
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 VRUMC Music Arts: Precious Lord, Take My Hand    Mary Ellen 

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand” 
Words & Music by Thomas S. Dorsey 
 
This hymn has been called “the greatest gospel song 
of all time”.  People around the world know it, sing it, 
and love it because of its profound message of hope 
and faith.  Written in 1932, it continues to appeal 
deeply to new generations of listeners.  Though 
composed by a young American blues pianist, the 
song crosses the lines of race and culture.  Everyone 
from gospel legend Mahalia Jackson to rock ‘n’ roll 
king Elvis Presley has recorded it. 

Like so many great hymns of faith, the song was 
inspired by a horrific tragedy in the life of its 
composer.  Thomas Andrew Dorsey was born in rural 
George in 1899, the song of an itinerant preacher. 

By age 12, Dorsey left school to become a professional 
pianist.  He played at house parties throughout 
Atlanta’s black districts. 

In his early 20’s, Dorsey settled in Chicago.  There he 
played, sang, and published blues compositions under 
the name “Georgia Tom”.  Music critic Stephen Calt 
described Dorsey saying he “ranked as the most self-
conscious, serious, and accomplished blues lyricist of 
his time.” 

In 1925, Dorsey married Nettie Harper.  A year later, 
he experienced a nervous breakdown and was unable 
to work for two years.  To survive, his wife took a job 
in a laundry to support them.  At the urging of his 
sister-in-law, Dorsey attended a church service where 
he experienced a spiritual healing.  That event, 
combined with the sudden death of a young neighbor, 
prompted him to commit himself more fully to God 
and Christian music.   

In 1932, Dorsey accepted an invitation to become 
choir director of Chicago’s Pilgrim Baptist Church, a 
position he would hold for nearly 40 years.  As the 
Great Depression wore away at the spirit of 
Americans, Dorsey viewed his songwriting as an 
important ministry.  He believed his songs “lifted 
people out of the muck and mire of poverty and gave 
them hope.” 

In August of 1932, Dorsey was scheduled to be the 
featured soloist at a large revival meeting in St. 

Louis.  At the time he and his wife were living in a little 
apartment on the south side of Chicago.  Nettie was 
pregnant with their first child.  He kissed her goodbye 
and made his way to St. Louis for the revival.  The next 
night, as soon as he finished playing, a Western Union 
messenger came up to the stage and gave Dorsey an 
urgent telegram.  “I ripped open the envelope,” he 
recounted later, “and pasted on the yellow sheet were 
the words: Your wife just died.” 

He remembered the evening as a surreal 
moment.  “People were happily singing and clapping 
around me, but I could hardly keep from crying out.” 

Racing home, he learned that Nettie had given birth to 
a boy.  “I swung between grief and joy,”  he 
recalled.  “Yet that night, the baby died.  I buried 
Nettie and our little boy together in the same 
casket.”  He managed to get through the funeral 
visitation and service.  But when it was all over, he 
withdrew from family, friends, and even his beloved 
music.  “I felt that God had done me an injustice.  I 
didn’t want to serve him anymore or write gospel 
songs.  I just wanted to go back to that jazz world I 
once knew so well,” he said. 

In the midst of despair, a friend visited Dorsey and 
arranged for him to be left alone in a music room with 
a piano.  “It was quiet; the late evening sun crept 
through the curtained windows,” he recalled.  For the 
first time in many days, he sat at a piano using his 
fingers to browse the keys.  Soon, the young artist 
experienced a personal revival:  “ I felt at peace.  I felt 
as though I could reach out and touch God.  I found 
myself playing a melody, one I’d never heard or played 
before, and words (“Precious Lord”) came into my 
head – they just seemed to fall into place.” 

“Precious Lord” was an immediate and permanent 
hit.  Dorsey himself said, “This is the greatest song I 
have written.”  He went on to sing and direct 
“Precious Lord” at churches and concerts around the 
world.  To date, the song  has been translated into 32 
languages. 

Dorsey died in January, 1993 in Chicago, but his legacy 
thrives.  With his innovative blending of sacred and 
secular styles, he is remembered as the architect of 
modern gospel music. 

          ~ Christianity Today International 
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United Methodist Women 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING ON 
SEPT. 29, 2020 

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
have restricted access to the Church 
Buildings for meetings. We need to 
reduce our meeting size to ten 
members at a time in a room that 
has been sterilized. We will need to 
use masks and stay socially distanced 
to protect each other. 

According to Pastor Larry, we should 
be able to reopen for a Church 
Service starting November 1st. Again, 
we will be asked to wear masks and 
social distance in the Sanctuary. Our 
Bishop Bob has asked us to all sign a 
Covenant/Waiver when we return to 
church in person. The Covenant is to 
remind us we are in a community of 
brothers and sisters in Christ and we 
will follow the rules to prevent the 
spread of Covid-19. Carefully read the 
proposed Covenant. You are asked to 
sign only one time and it will be kept 
in the Church Office for seven years.  

I am asking all the UMW Circle Chairs 
to be in contact with each member 
and ask if each person is ready to 
return to a small sized circle meeting 
in November. We are scheduling as 
many meetings as we have members 
that wish to attend in person from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. or 2:00-3:00 p.m. (on 
a Thursday, November 19th and 
December 17th ). Billie Larime will 
offer a Zoom Circle meeting for those 
that can not come in person 
(Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
p.m). These meetings will be a combi-
nation of all 4 circles until Covid-19 is 
under control. 

The Executive Board voted to offer 
the “World Thank Offering” theme 
for our November circle meetings. 
The Election of our UMW Officers 
and 2021 Budget will be the theme 

for the December circle meetings. 
There will not be any Unit Meetings 
because of the food restrictions. 
Those that cannot Zoom or attend in 
person need to tell their Circle 
Chairperson so that voting can be 
done by postal mail or email. 

The regular Rummage Sale held each 
October was cancelled this fall 
because of Covid-19. The Missions’ 
Warehouse is open only for dona-
tions during regular posted hours 
Monday thru Friday. Shopping is 
limited to church and Mission Ware-
house workers’ friends and fam-
ily. Joan Most (Rummage Manager) 
requests the workers stay with their 
guests that are shopping.   

Billie Larime and Karen Taylor 
shopped in September for five 
schools in Mesa: Taft, Sousa, Steven-
son, Jefferson and Salk. Each Elemen-
tary School received a donation from 
us of approximately $500 worth of 
gift cards and supplies for their 
School Nurse Emergency Fund. 

The Executive Board approved the 
budget of $30,000 to complete a 
building project recommended by 
the City of Mesa to construct a roof 
and façade for the storage pods that 
have been moved close to our Mis-
sions’ Warehouse. Tim Most (A 
Team) will supervise the project as 
soon as we can get a building permit. 

UMW READING PROGRAM 

Owen & Eleanor Move in by 
Bouwman and Alder (Nurturing for 
Community, 2020). This is a picture 
book suitable for children. The book 
is about Eleanor and the trauma of 
moving. Owen is excited to have a 
new friend. But what should Owen 
do when asked to help Eleanor 
escape back to her old house? Good 

for teaching children decision mak-
ing. 

If you are a reader and wish to 
participate in our Certificate Pro-
gram, you need to turn in your 2020 
reading list to Billie Larime by the end 
of November. Take your reading list 
to the Church Office and mark it for 
Billie to pick up. If you need the 
report sheet, call Billie Larime at for 
information. You must record on the 
report sheet, (The Book Name), (The 
Reading Program Year of the Book), 
and (The Program Area). 

RESPONSE (the magazine of women 
in mission) submitted by Mary 
Killgrove, Program Resources of 
Velda Rose UMW 

The September/October (2020 issue), 
focuses on several UMW members, 
both nationally and internationally, 
who are putting faith, hope and love 
in action. Various activities per-
formed by UMW members include 
making facial coverings, hosting 
virtual tea parties, making soap for 
widows and orphans, donating 
plasma, and advocating for and 
helping communities made even 
more vulnerable by COVID-19. Many 
ideas for helping others include 
providing at-home meals for seniors, 
gathering school supplies for chil-
dren, providing disinfected jigsaw 
puzzles to lending libraries, and 
offering a weekly regimen of exercise 
handouts to do at home. These are 
examples of God’s guiding love in 
action!  

“Blessed are those that have regard for 
the weak.” Psalm 41:1   
 

Submitted by Billie Larime,  
UMW President 
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Monthly Prayer for Churches 

Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

“Opportunities are never lost; 
someone will take the ones you 
miss…” 
 
“It’s a confusing world in which 
you are never too old to learn 

but you can’t teach an old dog new tricks.” 
 
“It’s all right to call an avid reader a 
bookworm, but somehow calling a music buff 
a tapeworm just doesn’t sound right.” 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

We didn’t want to do it, 
We didn’t want to do it, 
But the virus made us do it, 
The virus made us do it. 

 

The Earth Day Celebration’s 50th anniversary 
celebration has been postponed again… We hope to 
have it in the spring, so keep tuned to this station and 
we will let you know about our upcoming event. 
 

In the meantime, stay safe, stay healthy and keep the 
Earth in your prayers. God can use some help too. So 
do your part and shop wisely. Refuse plastic bags and 
use your canvas reusable bags instead. (They can be 
washed over and over.) 
 

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and remember to give 
thanks to God for this beautiful Earth. 
 

We will see you soon… “The good Lord willing and the 
creek don’t rise.” 

 

 

St. Paul’s UMC, Globe 
 

St. Matthew UMC, Mesa 
 

Spirit of Joy UMC, Coolidge 
 

Song of Life UMC, Queen Creek 

Graduation Sunday 

We have not forgotten our graduates, 
and would like to celebrate their 
academic achievements or other 
educational milestones during the past 

year. 
 

Please submit the following recognition 
information for our future Graduation Sunday to 
Jessica via email at  
officeadmin@veldarose.org: 
 

 Graduate’s full name 

 2 to 3 pictures (for electronic submissions, 

please scan photos as jpegs) 

 Graduate’s school’s name 

 Bio (including extracurricular school activities, 

honors/awards, and plans for the fall) 

Do things for people not because of who 
they are or what they do in return,  

but because of who you are.  
 

 — Harold S. Kushner 
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I’ve written before on the curse of 
knowledge. 
 

Part 1 – The “curse of knowledge” 
may occur when someone has such 
mature and advanced knowledge in 
a specific area that he cannot 
remember what it’s like to not have 
this knowledge.  
Part 2 – It can happen when you 
share too much information about 
an area of expertise.  
Part 3 – We tend to share what 
we’ve recently learned, though it 
may not be appropriate to the 
current conversation.   

In this post I’ll talk about yet 
another way that our personal 
knowledge can often be a hindrance 
in our personal relationships. 

What do these scenarios have in 
common? 

 

 Mary and I served a good 
California chardonnay at a dinner 
party we hosted for friends. 
Someone made a nice comment 
about the wine and I responded, “It 
is nice, but I should have served it 
about five degrees cooler.” 

 At Sunday brunch, someone 
commented on how much they 
enjoyed the instrumental group that 
had played in the morning worship 
service. My response was, “Yes, 
they are a talented group. They 
struggled with intonation in the first 
service but were spot on in the 
second service.” 

 In a staff meeting, I corrected 
someone’s pronunciation of a 
foreign term. It interrupted the flow 
of conversation, may have 
embarrassed the speaker, and made 
me look like a pompous backside. 

Here’s the challenge I’m talking 
about: When we’re knowledgeable 
in a certain area, we’re more likely 
to notice errors that are made in 
that domain, both by us and by 
others. Which is a good thing; that’s 
what we’ve been trained to do. But 
there are potential downsides.  
 

 

 Our expertise can cause us to be 
needlessly critical in our thinking.  
 We may unnecessarily share our 
critical thoughts with others. 
 We may become inappropriately 
critical of others. 
 Our heightened sensitivity to 
mistakes may impede our own and 
other people’s enjoyment of 
experiences. 

For instance, in the first example 
given above, I’m a wine expert so I 
couldn’t help but notice that the 
wine was served a bit too warm, but 
I didn’t need to share that with our 
guests. By emphasizing the issue, I 
probably sullied my guests’ opinion 
of the wine and even my own.  

In the second example, I’m a 
professional musician so I can’t help 
but notice when mistakes are made 
in a public performance, but there 
was no benefit in voicing my 
observations to others. And, 
noticing and focusing on the error 
might have even prevented me from 
enjoying the groups’ playing in the 
moment. 

Relative to the third bullet point, I’m 
not an expert in linguistics, I just 
happened to be familiar with the 
word that was spoken. It was 
inappropriate for me to correct the 
pronunciation.  

By definition, a subject matter 
expert knows many aspects of her 
domain, which includes both 
positive and negative insights. But 
we must be careful about when and 
what we share with others.  

 

 A nutritionist notices that 
though a dessert served at a dinner 
party may be tasty, it’s not healthy. 
But is it appropriate for her to voice 
her expertise? 

 A car aficionado knows that the 
car you just bought has a history of 
being problematic, but should he 
tell you?  

The story is told of an English 
professor who was running late to 
teach a class. He was speeding 
down the highway, heading toward 
the college, when a policeman 
pulled him over. 

Policeman: “Sir, you were driving 
fifteen miles per hour over the 
speed limit.” 

Professor: “I’m so sorry. I’m late for 
a class I’m teaching at the college.” 

Policeman: “Well, okay. This time I’ll 
just give you a warning. You can go. 
Drive safe.” 

Professor: “Thanks… you mean drive 
safely…” 

Policeman: “On second thought, 
stay right where you are.” 

And he wrote him a speeding ticket. 
 
Sometimes, our knowledge can 
work against us. 
 
 

Don McMinn’s blog: don@donmcminn.com 

 The Curse of Knowledge               Don McMinn 

https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=fd43d7a9c6&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=eb126600ae&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=eb126600ae&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=eb126600ae&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=c46bd765ed&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=c46bd765ed&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=c46bd765ed&e=4450529322
https://donmcminn.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3f07362b362ca4c8e59506ff8&id=c46bd765ed&e=4450529322
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Upper Room  Access and Current Pantry Needs 

 

 * Small Can Hams  

 * Box Potatoes 

 * Stuffing 

 * Small can of  
    Sweet Potatoes 
 

 * Mixed Vegetables 

 * Can of Fruit 

 * Can of Pumpkin and Evaporated Milk 

 * Can of Cranberry 

 * Can or Jar of Gravy 

 * Can Fruit Pie Filling 

 * Pie Shells or Jiffy Pie Shell Mix 

November/December 2020 UPPER 
ROOMS: Mail Delivery, or 
Subscribing Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a 
message with your name and 
address. (Please do not come to the 
office.) 

 

If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able to 
access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. (After that 
initial time period, you will receive an offer to subscribe for 
$1.99 a month.) 
 
 

 This pandemic has been an extremely 
frustrating experience for all of us.  I hope 
everyone is doing okay.  It has been 
interesting talking with colleagues across 
the country and France and Japan to see 
what everyone is doing.  Amazing to see 
those with great, high-technology 

equipment and expertise putting together recorded 
individuals into a cohesive choral unit, same with 
handbell choirs. 

 

In this country, handbells have had much better overall 
success than choral groups.  You may have heard that 
singing, especially loud singing, can expend breath (and 
consequently COVID germs) up to 25’ and beyond.  You 
can imagine what an opera singer can do!! 

 

Fortunately, people are figuring new ways to sing, in this 
era of pandemic, and doing it safely.  Of course, singing 
with a mask on (public hymns, etc.) don’t really pose a 
problem, but it’s not great for choral singing.  However, I 
know several people who are socially distancing choir 
members and recording them at rehearsals, then showing 
the recording at the “anthem” slot in their services.  I 
think this would work for us, when the time comes. 

 

In terms of handbells, we do have a quartet, or quintet 

with me ringing, that can be socially distanced on our 
current handbell setup.  I am hoping to re-establish this 
first when we are finally able to have in-person services 
once again.  These are certainly doable plans worthwhile 
considering for Velda Rose UMC. 

 

Personally, I really appreciate all your prayers and the 
cards and notes you sent during this time!  I did get my 
right ankle replaced at Mayo Clinic on September 23, 
originally scheduled for January 4. Then I spent 2 weeks in 
a rehab facility, since I live alone and cannot put weight 
on my right foot for 6 weeks, followed by 4 weeks of a 
“big boot.” Fortunately, my cousin has spent several days 
a week with me during this time, helping with everything 
– especially great cooking!!  We grew up together as best 
friends since kindergarten, so this really has been a lot of 
fun getting to know each other again.  I will be thankful 
when I no longer need her help, and we can just get 
together, without her needing to cook, or clean up, or 
whatever!  Thanks, Marilyn!! 

 

Love and blessings, to all, 

 

Doug 
Douglas J. Benton 
Bellmaster & Choral Director 

    Bells & Voices                   Doug Benton 

November  

Pantry Needs 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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Grace Luek  9/9 

Ewald Lieske   9/16 

John Laut  9/21 

Phil Garrison Jr.  10/1 

Helen McIntire  10/12 

Eleanor Young  10/12  

Marilou Welch 10/19 

We are accumulating items to fill 500 Christmas 
stockings for children at 4 local schools. Circle 2 is 
again chairing this project.  As you travel, please save 
those unused lotions, shampoos, conditioners and 
soaps.  When you go to the dentist, please ask for 
extra toothpaste and tooth brushes.  McDonald 
happy meal toys are great for stocking stuffers.  We 
appreciate your support to make less fortunate 
children have a merrier Christmas. 
 

I have a major need for beanie baby-sized stuffed 
animals.  Our supply that we had acquired so far this 
year, about 400 beanies, were stolen out of our 
church storage room.  Fifty-one have been 
recovered.  We really need a lot of help to get 500 
beanies by early December.  Please check your attic 
and with your neighbors for beanies they may want 
to donate.  We do have most of our coloring books 
(500), crayons (480), candy canes and toothbrushes 
(387). 
 

Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
 

 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Cereal bars 
Travel-sized lotions 
Travel-sized shampoos and conditioners 
Travel-sized soaps 
Individually-wrapped candies  
(no chocolate)  
Small toys for stockings 
Crayons 
Coloring books 
Small story books 
Stuffed animals 
Cash to purchase what we need 

Items can be left at the Women's Mission 
Warehouse from 8 am to 11 am beginning in 
October.  Make sure they are designated as 
Christmas Stocking Project donations. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten.  

Annual Christmas Stocking Project  
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Anniversaries 

50+ Years 

 

 

Dale & Sonja Smith    11/2 

Veryl & Ellie Kaiser   11/4 

Cliff & Judy Lowum   11/14 

Clinton & Lila Bartlett   11/27 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim & Susan Kenyon       11/12 

Tim & Joan Most      11/21 

Jeffrey & Barbie Van Hoy   11/24 

   

 

 

Virginia Mosier    11/2 

Larry Norris     11/2 

Doug Benton    11/3 

Pollie Gissel     11/3 

Marian Lorenz    11/3 

Carissa Zamora   11/3 

Ray Haymaker    11/5 

Benita Clabaugh   11/6 

Betty Drake     11/7 

Myrna Bowman    11/8 

Ellen Hossler    11/8 

Richard Staneart   11/8 

Phillip Hirst     11/12 

Daniel Gómez    11/13 

Semisi Ika     11/14 

Carol Zamora    11/14 

 

 

Louis Cavaleri    11/15 

Pat Nixon      11/16 

William Diedrich   11/18 

Boyd Arnold     11/21 

Nancy Schubring   11/22 

Merle Brenden    11/23 

Lillian Burley    11/23 

Ezekiel Gómez   11/23 

Joan Hartke     11/23 

Laura Hohnbaum   11/24 

Gwen Feick     11/25 

Rosella Zentner   11/25 

Delores Denny    11/29 

Tuitu’u Liku     11/29 

Roger Christiansen   11/30 

 

Anniversaries 
Also Celebrating 

Birthdays  
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U. S. Postage 

PAID 
Mesa, Arizona 
Permit No. 63 

 

 
Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, November 10, 2020. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org  
with your newsletter articles. 

 

 
NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 


