
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 13, Issue 10 October 2020 

A Serendipitous Experience  

 

   Sometimes life just surprises us 
with a serendipitous moment. Seren-
dipity is a great word because it is 
versatile. It can refer to a blessing, an 
unplanned bit of fortune, or just an 
experience of sheer luck. It is a word 
that describes surprises that happen 
to us in the routine of daily life.  
 

     My wife, Deb, and I were recently 
taking a walk around one of the parks 
in Las Sendas, a planned community 
in northeast Mesa. We were travers-
ing an area near the Las Sendas Ele-
mentary School. It is adjacent to an 
open park with the typical amenities 
that families enjoy for sports, picnics, 
jogging, and other activities. 
 

     Walking by an area near the school 
we came upon a large, life size bronze 
statue of a man sitting in thoughtful 
repose. It is a statue that I never 
would have expected to see in this 
community. It was a replica of Die-
trich Bonhoeffer! Now you may think, 
“That name sounds familiar but I can-
not quite place it.” My reaction was, 
“O my goodness, I do not think most 
people in this community would 
know who this is unless they were 
acquainted with modern Christian 
thinkers! To say the least, I was over-
joyed!  
 

     I have no idea why a statue of Die-
trich Bonhoeffer would be in this 
setting, seemingly out of context. 
Who was he? During World War II, 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a gifted 
scholar who lived and taught in Ger-
many. The largest Protestant church 
in Germany in the 1930s was the Ger-
man Evangelical Church, comprised of 

28 regional churches that included 
the three major theological traditions 
that had emerged from the Refor-
mation: Lutheran, Reformed, and 
United. Most of Germany's 40 million 
Protestants were members of this 
church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Historically the German Evangelical 
Church viewed itself as one of the 
pillars of German culture and society, 
with a theologically grounded tradi-
tion of loyalty to the state. During the 
1920s, a movement emerged within 
the German Evangelical Church called 
the "German Christians." The 
"German Christians" embraced many 
of the nationalistic and racial aspects 
of Nazi ideology. Once the Nazis 
came to power, this group sought the 
creation of a national "Reich Church" 
and supported a version of Christiani-
ty shaped around Nazi ideals. 
 

In contrast, the "Confessing Church" 
emerged in opposition to the 
“German Christians.” Bonhoeffer was 
devoted to the "Confessing Church." 
Its founding document declared that 
the church's allegiance was to God 
and scripture, not a worldly Führer. 

Both the Confessing Church and the 
"German Christians" remained part of 
the German Evangelical Church but 
would become fiercely oppositional 
to one another. 
 

During the years of Hitler’s ascendan-
cy, Bonhoeffer chose to stay in Ger-
many, where he joined the under-
ground resistance movement, con-
vinced it was his duty as a Christian to 
work for Hitler’s defeat. Eventually 
his work became known to the Nazi’s, 
and after a short period of time he 
was arrested. One Sunday morning, 
after conducting a worship service for 
the inmates with him, he was rushed 
away and executed in a Nazi gallows, 
at the age of thirty-nine. In the years 
since his death, his books and spirit 
have lived on, and he has become 
one of the most decisive theological 
influences of the modern era. 
 

    In one of his books, titled The Cost 
of Discipleship (1937), he focused on 
an exposition of the Sermon on the 
Mount. In this iconic work, Bon-
hoeffer talks about “cheap grace” and 
“costly grace.” The kind of grace, 
whether “cheap” or “costly,” that we 
experience in our lives, is a reflection 
of the depth of our discipleship to 
Christ. 
  

     He said: “Cheap grace is the grace 
we bestow on ourselves, the preach-
ing of forgiveness without requiring 
repentance; baptism without church 
discipline, communion without con-
fession. Cheap grace is grace without 
discipleship … grace without the 
cross, grace without Jesus Christ … 
cheap grace is the deadly enemy of 
the church.” It cheapens the work of 

By Pastor Larry 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 A Serendipitous Experience, continued 

   A Path in the Wilderness            Pastor Daniel 

(Continued on page 3) 

On March 16, 2020, Arizona Governor Ducey’s report included avoiding gatherings of 10 or more people and 
avoiding unnecessary trips to the grocery store and restaurants.  On this day, hospitals and care centers also 
instituted a “no-visitors” protocol.  This was the moment we began our own “journey through the wilderness” in 
our lives and in our homes.  The schools began to close; concerts and organized sporting events were cancelling as 
well.  Soon, churches followed the domino effect and decided to close for worship in order to adhere to the shelter
-in-place guidelines.  As ministers of the gospel, we are compelled to bring assurance to the people so they will feel 
embraced with loving care.  The invasion of COVID-19 in our lives did not stop other means of suffering.  People 
still have cancer. Marriages still collapse and Sin-still has a way of crushing people’s lives.  Pastors are wondering 
how they can apply biblical roles and goals for pastoral ministry in such a radically altered context.  Almost 
overnight most of what I knew about leading a church was no longer possible.  Moreover, what I came to realize is 
that most of what I knew about church, dealt with the gathered church.  The fact that we could no longer gather in
-person meant that I was going to have to learn a lot – and fast.  What does the church look like when it has 
scattered?  Many Pastors are back to Church 101 in many ways.  Challenging as it is, not being able to gather 
weekly with the church family, God is teaching us “a new thing”.  Isaiah 43:19 “I am about to do a new thing; now it 
springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 

 

As the pandemic took hold, church leaders faced an unfamiliar task: pastoring people from a distance. The work, 
which invites personal presence, now must occur in cyberspace. Dinner invitations and hospital visits are replaced 
with an endless stream of videos, emails, texts, and phone calls. Work that was once shoulder-to-shoulder is now 
device-to-device.  As pastors, we are expected to adapt quickly and continue indefinitely.  To better see and meet 
the congregations’ unique needs, we have embraced social media, led countless Zoom meetings, and taught to 
video cameras in empty rooms.  The goals and definitions of pastoral ministry have not changed, but the context 
surrounding shepherding has shifted dramatically, altered in ways that are impossible to see while we are still in 
the midst of it.  
 

The suggested readings for the month of September in the Lectionary have captured my curiosity as I have re-read 
them numerous times.  I find a thread here. It is the thread of what it means to live faithfully together and to do 
right by one another.  “What do they mean for me, the individual?”  I am in awe by the selfishness I see in these 
extraordinary times, when some people flat out refuse to do anything that they believe infringes on their individual 
rights. I believe that as followers of Jesus we are invited-called, to go beyond ourselves, even if we are socialized 
differently in our cultures or families.  However, in these reflections, I have pushed myself to think about what it 
means to take in a larger view, to extend personal spiritual growth into the community.  Perhaps I am trying to 
reflect the Zulu concept of ubuntu, which indicates that a person is only human in relation to other humans.  For 
me, that means we must reach beyond ourselves. This means that a person is a person, through other people. 

God in Christ because it reduces 
discipleship to membership in a 
club. 
 

     However, there is also “costly  
grace.” He said: “Costly grace con-
fronts us as a gracious call to follow 
Jesus. It comes as a word of for-
giveness to the broken spirit and the 
contrite hear… it is costly because it 
compels a person to submit to the 

yoke of Christ and follow him; it is 
grace because Jesus says: “My yoke 
is easy and my burden is light... It is 
costly because it costs a person his 
life, and it is grace because it gives a 
person the only true life.”. It affirms 
the work of God in Christ and its to-
tal claim on our lives. 
 

       Dietrich Bonhoeffer's life and 
sacrifice are a rich reminder of his 

passionate call to discipleship and a 
witness to God’s amazing grace. 
With all the noise and clamor of our 
world today, when there are so 
many voices that would replace the 
call of Jesus with the sound of social 
and political clatter and chatter, 
hearing the voice of Christ may be 
the sweetest sound we will ever 
hear! 
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 October’s Online Messages & Meditations  

9:30 AM 
Sunday 
Services  

Sunday, October 4:  
Are We Pressing for the Right Goal 
Exodus 20:1-4; Matthew 21:33-40  

Pastor Larry 
 

Sunday, October 11:  
Tell Them They’ve Been Invited 
Matthew 22:1-14 

Pastor Daniel 
 
 
 

Sunday, October 18: 
Tell Us, Jesus, What Do You Think?  

Exodus 33: 12-23; Matthew 22:15-22 

Pastor Larry 
 

Sunday, October 25:   
Which Is the Greatest Commandment? 
Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 & Matthew 22:34-46 

Pastor Daniel 
 

10:00 AM 
Wednesday 
Meditations 

Access the videos via our website at veldarose.org or on our Facebook page: facebook.com/veldaroseumc/ 

October 7 Meditation 
Come, Make Gods For Us 
Exodus 32:1-14 
Pastor Daniel  
 

October 14 Meditation 
My Presence Will Go With You 
Exodus 33: 12-23; Matthew 22:15-22 

Pastors Larry & Daniel 

October 21 Meditation 
I Know You Face to Face 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Pastors Daniel & Larry 
 

October 28 Meditation 
What Brings Life? 
Joshua 3:7-17; Matthew 23:1-12  

Pastors Larry & Daniel 

Ubuntu has its roots in humanist African philosophy, where the idea of community is one of the building blocks of 
society.  
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu is the modern proponent of Ubuntu philosophy. In his book, No Future Without 
Forgiveness, he describes a person with ubuntu as "open and available to others, affirming of others ... has a proper 
self-assurance."   Our theology is our greatest comfort. We do not shepherd alone.  Our Good Shepherd—the one 
who gave his life for his sheep — loves his church far more than we do and he is, leading his church and beckoning us 
to have faith and follow, even in the wilderness.    

   A Path in the Wilderness, continued                     
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2020 Charge Conference Agenda  

Call to Order – District Superintendent  
Opening Prayer & Focus 
Leadership Team Report – What We Have Learned during this year and what it calls us to prayerfully consider 
 for the year ahead.  
2021 Ministry Plan  

Nominations Report  
Membership Report  
Stewardship Report -- a YTD Financial Summary, a synopsis of the stewardship of the congregation 

Clergy Compensation  
Candidates for Ministry  
Lay Servant Ministers and Certified Lay Ministers  
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 VRUMC Music Arts: Rock of Ages       Mary Ellen Loose 

 
Because we sang this hymn in August, I wanted to share the story 
behind it.  The words are by Augustus M. Toplady; the music is by 
Thomas Hastings. 
 
Toplady wrote a number of hymns in his life, but “Rock of Ages” is 
by far his most famous. When Benson wrote about it in 1923, he 
claimed it “is to-day in more church hymnals than is any other 
English hymn.” Not only is it well know among churchgoers, but it is 
also recognizable in popular culture. A 2006 Broadway musical 

about rock ‘n roll (and a corresponding Hollywood film in 2012) adopted the name “Rock of Ages.” 
 
As for the hymn, the first stanza appeared in public in 1775 in a periodical called The Gospel Magazine (a 
periodical which, incredibly, is still in print!). 
 
There is a common story of the hymn being inspired by (and 
even written from within) a rock cleft that Toplady once took 
refuge in during a storm. The particular rock is in Burrington 
Combe gorge in North Somerset, England, and it has a plaque 
on it with this claim to fame. However, the story is probably 
apocryphal. 
 
As Benson persuasively argues, Toplady was most likely inspired 
to write the hymn after reading the preface of John and Charles 
Wesleys’ Hymns on the Lord’s Supper (1745) which contains a 
prayer voicing many of the themes and words that are also found in the hymn. This is ironic, given the poor 
condition of Toplady’s relationship with John Wesley; but one can perhaps see the hand of God in it. 
Regardless of where and how Toplady got his inspiration, the hymn is a blessing. For generations it has 
remained a solid testimony to the powerful sacrifice of our Savior and a great encouragement to saints 
around the world. May God continue its influence, and grant us many more songs with such enduring 
legacies. 
 
~ Hymn Stories: Rock of Ages - Tim Challies 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
 
"We get nearer to the Lord through music than perhaps through any other thing except prayer."  
~ J. Reuben Clark, Jr. 
 
"Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual song, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord." ~ Colossians 3:16 
 
"Music is given of God to further his purposes.  Sweet melodies mellow the souls of men and help prepare 
them for the gospel." ~ Bruce R. McConkie 
 
 

http://www.gospelmagazine.org.uk/
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United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE UMW DESERT 
SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE 

Did you know that one hundred 
years ago, on August 26, 1920, 
women were granted suffrage with 
the passage of the 19th 
amendment?  What I didn’t know 
was that women of color could not 
vote until August 6, 1965 when the 
Voting Rights Act was passed.  In 
order to change the future you 
must know the past! 

RESPONSE (the magazine of 
women in mission) by Mary 
Killgrove, Program Resources 

The July/August 2020 issue in the 
Brightlights Section, highlights 
different ways that UMW in various 
cities in the US are helping their 
communities.  The UMW members 
at New Palestine UMC in New 
Palestine, Indiana, crocheted 
sleeping mats made from plastic 
grocery bags to be distributed to 
their neighbors who are 
homeless.  UMW members of the 
Kennewick First UMC in Kennewick, 
Washington, knitted prayer shawls 
to be distributed to adults and 
children in their community.  Prayer 
shawls provide comfort, beauty, 
and warmth to their recipients.  It 
takes 22,000 hours to knit 1,100 
prayer shawls.  UMW as well as 
Compassionate Threads at our own 
Velda Rose UMC worked on similar 
projects, respectively, this past 

year.  A sleeping mat and a prayer 
shawl are tangible reminders that 
God is always present. 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
CONTINUES 

Tilly and the Crazy Eights by 
Monique Gray Smith is a fictional 
delightful story about Native 
American (seniors) that took a trip 
together that transformed them 
all.  The trip is arranged to attend 
the Gathering of Nations’ Pow Wow 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  Each 
Native Elder can choose a stop on 
the way to the Pow Wow. 

  I related to this story in a personal 
way, having visited the Heard 
Museum in Phoenix and learned 
about the history of the Boarding 
Schools.  This book helps us 
understand the harm done to the 
Native American Children that were 
forced to give up their cultures 
while attending the Boarding 
Schools.  I truly enjoyed this history 
lesson through a fictional story. 

“COME ALONG!  BE A VOICE FOR 
HEALING”   THEME FOR ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION 

This year on October 10th, 2020, 
UMW will experience a Virtual 
Celebration Program.  There will be 
worship, music and informational 
speakers.  And we will still have 
business to take care of.  But there 
won’t be any lines to wait for the 
restroom.  AND you can come in 
your pjs if you want to.  If you wish 
to attend, contact Billie Larime. The 
registration will be paid for by the 

Velda Rose UMW Unit.  You will 
need a computer or cell phone to 
attend.  You  must provide to Billie 
Larime your name and e-mail to 
receive the on-line verification to 
attend the Zoom program and 
webinar. 

WORLD THANK OFFERING 

It is time to prepare for the annual 
World Thank Offering traditionally 
celebrated in November by each 

Velda Rose UMW Circle.  What 
are you thankful for?  Start 
collecting for your offering.  It is 
possible we will be able to celebrate 
in small groups or by Zoom.  Keep 
records of things you are thankful 
for to share with all.  I promise to 
use your words in our next 
Vision.  Submit your list to Billie 
Larime by e-mail at B_Larime @ 
yahoo.com. 

CLOSING PRAYER FROM RESPONSE 
P. 46, JULY/AUGUST 2020 

“While it can be tempting to want 
to go back, every minute we spend 
longing for the past is energy we 
aren’t giving to the new future that 
God is leading us toward.” 

Submitted by Billie Larime, UMW 
President, Velda Rose UMW 
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Monthly Prayer for Churches 

Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

“Considering that we were given 
two ears and one mouth, could 
it be we have been intended to 
listen twice as much as we 
talk?” 
 

“Keep you mind open… 
something good might enter.” 
 

“All people smile in the same language.” 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Part 3 of working toward zero 
waste;  Unstainable but made to last… 
 

This is probably the least desirable 
option to use on your zero waste journey. But, 
sometimes it is the only way. If you have to buy 
something that doesn’t meet your expectations just 
make sure it will last for a long, long time. 
 

Reducing your frequency of purchase is one of the best 
things you can do for God’s Earth. If you absolutely 
have to buy something unsustainable, please make 
sure you never ever have to purchase that item ever 
again. 
 

Zero waste is not always about perfection, but all 
about making better choices. Being an informed and 
educated consumer is 95% of the battle. As long as you 
are making decisions and you are aware of the things 
you are purchasing and where it comes from, you are 
doing great… Keep up the good work and maybe 
someday God will say “GOOD JOB”. 
 

 

Tongan UMC, Mesa 
 

The Fountains, A UMC, Fountain Hills 
 

The Bridge UMC, Phoenix 
 

Sun Lakes UMC 

Graduation Sunday 

We have not forgotten our graduates, 
and would like to celebrate their 
academic achievements or other 
educational milestones during the past 
year. 

 

Please submit the following recognition 
information for our future Graduation Sunday to 
Jessica via email at  
officeadmin@veldarose.org: 
 

 Graduate’s full name 

 2 to 3 pictures (for electronic submissions, 

please scan photos as jpegs) 

 Graduate’s school’s name 

 Bio (including extracurricular school activities, 

honors/awards, and plans for the fall) 

Whether we meet 
online or in person, we 
are going to honor the 
memory of our loved 
ones in a special All 
Saints’ Day service.  
 

Submit the names of your loved ones to the 
church office by calling the office at 480-832-2111, 
or submit via email to receptiondesk@gmail.com 
no later than Friday, October 16. 

All Saints Sunday 
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(Continued on page 9) 

Our Covenant   
The Members & Friends of 

 Velda Rose UMC* 
 
* In anticipation of our return to in-person worship, we wanted 
you to be aware of the language of our covenant that defines 
our relationship with one another and the church. As we 
approach reopening, forms will be available for signing.  

 
Theological Foundation:  

Care for the Other: The people of God have been 
called by Christ to share in a deep abiding love for 
one another, demonstrated in a commitment to love 
like Jesus, act for justice, and remain united in hope.  

Our Covenant Relationship:  It has long been the 
history of God’s people to enter into a covenant with 
God and with one another.  A covenant is more than 
a normal agreement. It is a chosen way of living 
together in which the people involved freely and 
voluntarily make binding promises to one another.    

COVID-19 Reality:  We are well aware of the fact 
that the novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been 
declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and 
is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person 
contact. This reality is what calls us to enter into this 
covenant at this time.  

Our Church Covenant: We are people who care 
for one another, and we care for the stranger among 
us.  In love and faith, and with God’s help, we commit 
to one another to protect each other’s health and 
safety as we seek to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
In the spirit of John Wesley’s proclamation of “Do no 
harm, do good and stay in love with God,” we 
covenant to the following actions: 

Do No Harm 

 In accordance with Romans 13, I/we will abide 
by the directives of the Bishop of the Desert 
Southwest Conference and his guidance on the 
extent and ability to open our church campuses 
and offer in-person gatherings for activities. 

 

 With care for the vulnerable among us, I/we 
will refrain from attending any activities on the 
church campus if I am/we are sick with any of the 
common COVID-19 symptoms, believe I/we have 
been exposed to someone who is sick, or have 

attended another activity of 50 or more people in 
an enclosed setting over the last two weeks. 

 

 Because of the love I/we have for others, 
within two weeks after attending an activity on 
the church campus, if I/we test positive for 
COVID-19, I/we will let church office know of a 
diagnosis. I/we also understand that the church 
may keep our identity confidential. 
 

 Considering the health needs of others as 
being important, I/we commit to wear a face 
covering at all church gatherings to protect the 
health of our siblings in Christ. 

Do Good 

 Knowing that there are those people who are 
unaware they have an active case of COVID-19, in 
humility I/we pledge to maintain a minimum 
distance of 6 from other members. This means 
that as an act of love I/we will not hug, shake 
hands, or engage in direct physical contact when I 
am/we are with others in the church or at church-
sponsored activities. I/we will find other ways to 
greet one another with joy.  

 

 Because of my/our commitment to care for 
others, I/we agree to use good preventive 
measures, especially the wearing face coverings, 
in addition to other measures, to prevent the 
spread of the virus through touching common 
surfaces. 

 

 As an act of grace toward others, when in-
person worship resumes, I/we agree to be seated 
by in a designated safe distance seat, even if it is 
not my ‘regular’ seat at church. I/we further 
covenant not to ask for special treatment or 
seating accommodations unless physical needs 
require it.   

 

 In every effort to care for others, when in-
person worship resumes, I/we affirm the need to 
inform any guests I/we bring to church about our 
covenant and seek to secure their cooperation in 
abiding by the covenant. 

Stay in Love with God  

 Because I/we believe God is with me/us 
always, I/we seek to honor my/our faith 
commitment to God and to the church by 
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Upper Room  Access and Current Pantry Needs 

 

This month, VRUMC’s  
Pantry could use: 

 

* 10 oz. Can Chicken or Beef 

* Small Can Ham 

* Canned Meals - (Spaghetti, Chili, Hash, etc.) 

* Canned Fruit 

* Bag of dried beans or rice. 

September/October 2020 UPPER 
ROOMS: Mail Delivery, or Subscribing 
Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a message 
with your name and address. (Please 
do not come to the office.) 

 

If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able to 
access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. (After that 
initial time period, you will receive an offer to subscribe for 
$1.99 a month.) 
 
 
 

 continuing to give as I/we can and increase giving, if possible, to make sure extra expenses due to 

cleaning sanitizing church facilities are covered. I/we do this also because of an awareness that during 

COVID-19 some in our community of faith have lost jobs and are struggling financially.  Continued 

giving is an act of love and grace for those who can no longer do so.  
 

 In living the principles found in scripture, I/we commit to be patient and gracious with each other as 
we all seek to address the COVID-19 health and safety challenges and the changing information about the 
spread and nature of the coronavirus. 

 

Acknowledgement and Waiver 

 

Grounded in the love of God,  I/we acknowledge that the instruction from scripture is that we, as 

covenant people, deal with disagreements and concerns in grace-filled ways, and, therefore, agree 

that we accept responsibility for our own choices, and the risk that goes along with them. I/we waive 

any claim against the church in the event that I/we or my/our children, if any, contract COVID-19. 

 
 

Philippians 4:5-7 NRSV 
 
Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Our Covenant   
The members & friends of 
Velda Rose UMC, continued 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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Annual Christmas Stocking Project  

We are accumulating items to fill 500 Christmas 
stockings for children at 4 local schools. Circle 2 is 
again chairing this project.  As you travel, please save 
those unused lotions, shampoos, conditioners and 
soaps.  When you go to the dentist, please ask for 
extra toothpaste and tooth brushes.  McDonald hap-
py meal toys are great for stocking stuffers.  We ap-
preciate your support to make less fortunate chil-
dren have a merrier Christmas. 
 

I have a major need for beanie baby-sized stuffed 
animals.  Our supply that we had acquired so far this 
year, about 400 beanies, were stolen out of our 
church storage room.  Fifty-one have been recov-
ered.  We really need a lot of help to get 500 beanies 
by early December.  Please check your attic and with 
your neighbors for beanies they may want to do-
nate.  We do have most of our coloring books (500), 
crayons (480), candy canes and toothbrushes (387). 
 

Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Cereal bars 
Travel-sized lotions 
Travel-sized shampoos and conditioners 
Travel-sized soaps 
Individually-wrapped candies  
(no chocolate)  
Small toys for stockings 
Crayons 
Coloring books 
Small story books 
Stuffed animals 
Cash to purchase what we need 

Items can be left at the Women's Mission Ware-
house from 8 am to 11 am beginning in Octo-
ber.  Make sure they are designated as Christmas 
Stocking Project donations. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten.  

    Bells & Voices                   Doug Benton 

October – I hope things finally cool 
down a bit this month!!   
 

A lot of questions this month - I am 
looking forward to seeing how society 
will continue to change this month 
with COVID-19.  I am wondering about 

how one does virtual Halloween?  What about virtual 
candy? 

 

On a personal note, I will be recovering from a 
complete ankle replacement surgery (right ankle) that 
was done (hopefully!) on September 23.  This was the 
fifth time this has been scheduled since January 4, so 
as I write this, I pray nothing happens now to render 
this, uh, yet again, a “non-essential” surgery.  I can 
tell you, it is pretty darn essential to me!!  ☺  After 6 
weeks of no weight on it, and 4 additional weeks 
wearing a “big boot”, I will finally be able to drive!  I 
am sooo looking forward to getting this over with!! 

 

I hope you all have been enjoying our Tuesday virtual 
concerts: Musical Gifts of Inspiration that Mary Ellen 

Loose has put together for us!  Like our virtual 
services and our Christmas in September concert, 
these programs have been great fun to be a part of!  I 
am so thankful to be a member of this great church 
and working with our great Pastors, Staff and 
especially our great musicians Mary Ellen Loose, and 
Robert Richter! 

 

As I write this, I still am not sure what our immediate 
future holds for us.  I certainly look forward to being 
back in our beautiful Sanctuary, singing hymns, 
praying together, ringing bells – all those things that 
make our services so special. 

 

In the meantime, I hope you will take some time for 
yourselves to enjoy some great music on Tuesday’s at 
11:00 that will relax your soul and will inspire you to 
help you be the best that you can be! 

 

Love and blessings to all, 

 

Doug 
Bellmaster and Choral Director 
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Birthdays  

 

 

Donn & Deonna Larson    10/8 

John & Nadine Burley   10/12 

Bill & Mary Lou Monson   10/12 

Peter & Louise Post    10/24 

 

 

 

 

 

Becky & Tim Duffy     10/8 

Richard & Deirdre Poyer  10/12 

Frank Klassen & 
Lois Carson Klassen    10/19 
 
Milton & Rita Vestal Holec  10/23 

Dan & Jo Lynn White    10/23 

   

 

Sharon Mulligan    10/2  

Mary McVeigh    10/3 

Ruth Mogen     10/3 

John Halvorson   10/4 

Robert Slaybaugh  10/5 

Reed Robinson   10/6 

David Killgrove   10/7 

Billie Klaus     10/7 

Carolyn McGaughey   10/7 

Cynthia Borneman  10/8 

Phyllis McNeil    10/8 

Phyllis Moum    10/8 

Bonnie Baca    10/9 

Ewald Lieske    10/9 

Richard Norgaard  10/10 

Jonni Thomson   10/10 

Crystal Williams   10/10 

 

 

Jo Ann Malo     10/12 

Charlotte Rosenberry  10/12 

Meleseini Ika     10/13 

Edna Louise Post   10/13 

Mary Lou Monson   10/14 

Janet Laut      10/15 

Lois Jean Brady    10/20 

Linda Norgaard    10/21 

Carol Simons     10/21 

Anthony Columbo   10/22 

Irma Heasley     10/22 

Betty Mock      10/24 

Benny Peterson    10/24 

John Fleet      10/25 

Sione Kaipelea    10/25 

Fay Ganzerla     10/26 

Grace Van Brunt    10/26   
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Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 
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Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, October 13, 2020. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org  
with your newsletter articles. 

 

 NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 


