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“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 14, Issue 1 January 2021 

How Is Our Garden Growing? 
Psalm 85; Hosea 1:2-10; Colossians 2:6-10; Luke 9:37-43a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    Many years ago, I made an attempt to activate my 
green thumb. With hoe, rake, mulch, and all kinds of 
seeds, I went to work to plant grass and make a gar-
den. It was my first attempt at this kind of effort, so I 
didn’t have a lot going for me! The ground I was tilling 
was hard as a rock, and I had 
to use a pickaxe to dig to the 
depth of a foot. I softened the 
dirt with water that loosened 
up the soil for good cultiva-
tion.  
 

     Finally, after many hours of 
work, the soil was furrowed, 
the seeds were planted, and 
things looked, at least from 
the top view, very impressive. 
I was proud of myself. Failure 
was not a possibility! In a few 
weeks, this city slicker would watch the birth of a 
small urban garden. I will come back to this story 
shortly. 
 

     I think, in many ways, that Jesus was a gardener. He 
planted, nourished, pruned, and harvested in the soil 
of the human soul. His goal was to help us become 
aware of the power of God, and that we are sustained 
by his loving grace. It is very interesting that the Bible 
teaches that at one time humans did live in a beautiful 
garden.  
 

     Yet, because of disobedience, life today is far re-
moved from Eden. Our gardens are filled with all kinds 
of pests and other influences, some good and some 
bad. The garden may be physical or metaphorical. It 
could be a place in our backyard, our own individual 
spiritual journey, or our church.  
 

     I would ask us the question: “How is our garden  

 
 
 
growing?”   
                                                        

     In the Scripture lesson from Luke 9:37-43a, we face 
this question in an unexpected way as the disciples 
encounter a situation in which they miserably fail.  
 

     Their defeat comes after a remarkable experience 
on the mountaintop with Jesus. The Lord was transfig-

ured in the very presence 
of Peter, James, and John. 
The disciples come off the 
mountain with their 
“personal gardens” bud-
ding with confidence, ex-
pectation, and joy.  
 

     That is what makes the 
story of the epileptic boy 
so interesting. The details 
of the story are straightfor-
ward. The father of the 
boy is desperate and has, 

at some point, brought his son to the disciples to be 
made well. Yet the disciples have failed in their 
attempt to effect a cure. The father, not to be detract-
ed, and joined by the crowd, finds Jesus and reports 
that the disciples were unable to heal his son. The boy 
suffers from epilepsy, a medical condition that we 
know and understand. The boy’s symptoms are life 
threatening. 
 

     Jesus’ response is not what we expect. He is stun-
ningly harsh, and says: “You faithless and perverse 
generation, how much longer must I be with you and 
bear with you? Bring your son here” (Luke 
9:41).  Wow! This doesn’t sound like a soft spoken, 
compassionate, and “make me feel good” Jesus! La-
bels like “faithless” and “perverse” are not spiritually 
correct! Nonetheless, we are told in the passage that 
Jesus “rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, 
and he was cured instantly” (Luke 9:42).  
 

By Pastor Larry 

(Continued on page 2) 
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 How Is Our Garden Growing? continued 

      What is going on here? Jesus is challenging the 
crowd, the father, and the disciples about their fun-
damental lack of faith in the power of God to heal. 
Jesus is pointing out their failure to recognize God’s 
activity in their very presence. In Matthew's account 
of the same story, when the disciples have a private 
conversation with Jesus after the healing, he delivers 
a softer rebuke when they ask him why they could 
not heal the boy.  
 

     Jesus tells them that the reason 
you failed was “because of your little 
faith” (Matthew 17:20a). Then Jesus 
says, in Matthew's account: “For truly 
I tell you, if you have the faith of a 
mustard seed, you will say to this 
mountain, ‘move from here to there,’ 
and it will move; and nothing will be 
impossible for you” (Matthew 17:20-
21). In the use of this figurative lan-
guage, Jesus is telling his disciples 
that our spiritual intentions will bear 
fruit only when energized by faith!  
 

     Earlier I told you about my garden. 
Despite all of my great horticultural 
methods, nothing grew in my garden. 
The reason, I found out later, was 
because a year before I prepared the soil, someone 
had thoroughly saturated the ground with a powerful 
weed and grass killer. It was simply impossible for the 
seeds to germinate, grow, and flourish. Nothing could 
take root! 

 

     What is the message for us? Each of our lives and 
our church is like a garden. We invest a great deal of 
energy in trying to make it work successfully. We 
plow away the unnecessary things that get in the way 
of growth. We cultivate for ourselves new designs 
and dreams. We plant seeds of new activities that we 
hope will bloom into future successes. We water with 
purpose and with the best of intentions. Our life-
gardens and church-gardens ought to thrive!  
 

     Yet, at times, even with all of our cultivation, and 
our best intentions that things should grow, some-
thing is missing. Perhaps it would be good to remem-
ber that good intentions are good, but not quite the 

same as faith.  It was to “little faith” that prevented 
the disciple’s from healing the epileptic boy. To "little 
faith" was like the chemical that rendered my garden 
lifeless. To “little faith” can render our lives and 
church spiritual impotent. 
 

     What is the antidote? It is to realize that our faith 
must be actively secured and energized in Jesus 
Christ. In the letter to the Colossians, the writer says, 

“As you therefore have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, rooted and built up 
in him and established in the faith, 
just as you were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7). We 
are not simply to believe good things 
about Jesus. We are to be rooted in 
Jesus in faith.  
 

     What comes into the gardens of 
our lives and church and takes our 
focus off Jesus? I like what Mary 
Scifres says: “Christ is not only our 
root but also our fertilizer and our 
garden stake. We are built up in 
Christ. As we come to know Christ 
more fully, living in God’s light and 
trusting in the Spirit’s guidance, we 

grow stronger and healthier. We are nourished and 
guided by Christ, held together by this strong root, 
connected through God’s love at every twist and 
turn. As we grow in Christ, we become strong, estab-
lished members of God’s garden. No longer fragile 
flowers, we grow into tall firs or strong trees.” (The 
Abingdon Preaching Annual, 2004, Mary Scifres, Ab-
ingdon, p. 256) 
 

     Let us celebrate to whom we are joined. We are 
connected to one another but we are all rooted in 
Christ. He is the source of our living faith. Our power 
to live the Christian life comes from that connec-
tion.  Christ is the soil of our spiritual life. Christ is our 
nourishment. Our church, whether in-person, online, 
and even when we get a little “out of line,” is his gar-
den. As we live in faith and we grow in his garden, we 
will be utterly surprised at the bounty, the diversity, 
and the beauty of the fruit that he brings into our 
presence. The miracles are waiting!      ~Pastor Larry 
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 January's Online Messages & Meditations  

9:30 AM 
Sunday 

Sunday, January 3:   
Epiphany Sunday 
 

What Kind of Longing is in Your Heart? 
Matthew 2:1-2 
Pastor Larry 

 

Sunday, January 10:  
Baptism of the Lord 
 

God’s Word in Water 
Mark 1:4-11 
Pastor Daniel 
 

Sunday, January 17: 
Human Relations Day 
 

Can Anything Good Come Out of Nazareth? 

John 1:43-51 

Pastor Larry 

Sunday, January 24:  
Ecumenical Sunday  
 

The Beginning of the Gospel 
Mark 1:14-20 
Pastor Daniel 
 

Sunday, January 31:  
 

What Have You to Do With Us? 
Mark 1:21-28 
Pastor Larry 
 
  

10:00 AM 
Wednesday 
Meditations 

Access videos at 
veldarose.org  

or on our  
Facebook page: 
facebook.com/
veldaroseumc/ 

January 6 Meditation 
The Beginning of God’s Creation 
Genesis 1:1-5 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 
 

January 13 Meditation 
Here I Am! 
1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 
 

 
 

January 20 Meditation 
Time to Run Away 
Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 
 

January 27 Meditation 
Who Speaks for God? 
Deuteronomy 8:15-20 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 
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    Adapting in Uncertain Times                                               Pastor Daniel 

The year 2020 was a time of trial and uncertainty for 
not only our churches but for the world.  There have 
been few instances in our lifetime when the whole 
world has faced a crisis at the same time.  In an 
attempt to keep the public safe; churches, schools and 
many small businesses were asked to close its doors 
for some time.  This pandemic has strained our health 
systems, the economy and at times even our faith.  
Nevertheless, as Christians, we 
have the certainty that “God, 
who began a good work in us, 
will see it to fruition”.  
 

Also, we witnessed a season of 
discontent as the cry for racial 
justice and an end to racism - 
resounded loud and clear. We 
experienced a challenging 
political season in preparation 
for the November 
elections.  You know, over the years I have been told 
that Christians should not be involved in politics and 
pastors ought not to express their political points of 
view.  That is, until I became a member of the United 
Methodist Church.  As Methodists, we are encouraged 
to take our political responsibility seriously.  Our Social 
Principles has a section on Political Community which 
includes this assertion:  

 

The strength of a political system depends upon  
the full and willing participation of its citizens.  
The church should continually exert a strong  
ethical influence upon the state, supporting  

policies and programs deemed to be just and  
opposing policies and programs that are unjust. 

 

“God, who began a good work in us,  
will see it to fruition”. 

 

Every year, I make it a point to attend 2-3 conferences 
that specialize in Leadership Development.  This year 
was a challenging time to travel and in keeping with 
“physical distance”, many of these conferences were 
cancelled. However, on September 24-25 I joined the 
virtual Leadership Institute conference sponsored by 
the Church of The Resurrection in Leawood, KS.  For 
more than 15 years, Pastor Adam Hamilton and his 
staff have been offering this event for the Clergy and 
the Laity.  The key-note speakers were Bishop Michael 
Curry and Dr. Ron Heifetz, as well as the host, Rev. 

Adam Hamilton and workshop leaders. 
  

Ron Heifetz, Harvard Kennedy School authority on 
leadership, introduced the kind of adaptive leadership 
needed during this COVID time. He challenged 
participants to ask: What is precious that must be 
kept? What is no longer serviceable?  What 
innovations do we need to make? Heifetz made the 

comparison to the fall of the 
temple in 70 CE.  He said the 
following: “When the temple 
was destroyed, the Jewish 
people made adaptations: 
Instead of the temple, they 
relied on the family. Instead of 
the priests, they looked to the 
father in the family. Instead of 
temple sacrifice, they turned to 
meditative prayer.”  The 
process of adapting to new 

circumstances today will certainly become a new 
beginning for many. 
 

Rev. Michael Curry, the resident Episcopal Bishop, is 
one of the leading African American preachers of our 
time.  He brought to light some of the spiritual 
(biblical) challenges we face since the killing of George 
Floyd.  He asked us to open our bibles to I Corinthians 
2:1-2 and to read it aloud.  He compared our time to 
Paul’s time in Corinth and advocated for us to “choose 
God’s dream and not our nightmare.”  
 

Bishop Curry encouraged the pastors to preach the 
beatitudes, teach the beloved community, and 
cultivate relationships in our churches between people 
who are different.  And lastly, at the end of his 
message he said:  Kneel in humility and stand in 
opposition to injustice.  So, let us look to God who 
began a good thing in us and let us continue to be 
people of love, joy, hope and peace.  

 

Come, thou long expected Jesus  
Born to set Thy people free;  

From our fears and sins release us,  
Let us find our rest in Thee.  

Israel's strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth Thou art;  

Dear desire of every nation,  
Joy of every longing heart. 
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 VRUMC Music Arts                 Mary Ellen Loose 

 

 Experience Orpheus at Home...               

 

Musical Gifts of Inspiration 

 

“Music acts like a magic key, to which the most tightly closed heart opens.”  
― Maria von Trapp 

 

“My heart, which is so full to overflowing, has often been solaced and refreshed by 
music when sick and weary.”  ― Martin Luther 

 
These beautiful quotes are the reasons we started our monthly “Musical Gifts of Inspiration” this past 
September.  At a time of uncertainty, stress, worry and the pandemic, we wanted to offer a place where you 
could tune in weekly to hear beautiful, peaceful music.  We have been delighted at the response and 
feedback from many of you.   

We decided to go to once a month in November - with our Thanksgiving and Christmas “concerts”.  We’ve 
since heard that many of you have missed the weekly programs.   

With the new year ahead of us, and considering the time and preparation needed to put these together, we 
will now offer them twice a month – on the second and fourth Tuesdays at 11:00.   

I am so grateful for our staff musicians – Robert Richter and Doug Benton – as well as our guest artists who 
have shared their “musical gifts” so willingly.  

We all appreciate you listening – and we are especially grateful we can share our God-given gifts in such a 
way that uplifts and inspires you. 

 
~Mary Ellen Loose 

 

 

 

...In two separate formats: Standard: the complete, uninterrupted digital format; or Interactive: an up-close 
and personal holiday digital concert. 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to Orpheus.org and click on Standard or Interactive.  
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United Methodist Women 

 

 

 

 

 

UMW NEW OFFICERS FOR 2021 

At three circle meetings held on 
Nov. 18th & Nov. 19th the 
following officers were approved 
to lead the UMW at Velda Rose 
UMC for 2021.  Please 
congratulate the following people 
for their continued service to be in 
mission for women, children and 
youth. 

President:  Billie Larime Vice 
President:  Pat Nixon 

Treasurer:  Arlene Oisten 
Secretary:  Karen Taylor 

Nominations:  Kathy Kolbo Social 
Action:  Tish Roberts 

Spiritual Growth:  Grace Van Brunt 
Mission Ed:  K Roemmich 

Resources:  Mary Killgrove 
Membership:  Lynn Dunn 

 

Additional Heads of Programs: 

Cards & Cutlery:  Jill Prather/
Elaine Wertz 

Prayer Chain:  Ruth Mogen 

Church Women United:  Eileen 
Bergquist/Billie Larime 

Rummage Sale Managers:  Tim & 
Joan Most 

Brown Bag & a Book:  Pat Nixon 

RESPONSE (the magazine of 
women in mission) submitted by 
Mary Killgrove, Program 
Resources for Velda Rose UMW 

The entire list of the 2021-2022 
UMW Reading Program Books is 
contained in the November/
December 2020 issue.  As stated 
by Andris Salter, Operations Office 
UMW, the purpose of the Reading 
Program is to “better understand 
and participate in God’s mission 
today, to increase sensitivity to all 
human beings, to explore 
contemporary issues, and to 
enhance and act on self-
knowledge.” Several books deal 
with the issue of racism.  In one 
such book, “Anxious to Talk About 
it:  Helping White Christians Talk 
faithfully About Race,”  Pastor 
Carolyn B. Helsel draws on her 
experiences with white 
congregations to offer tools and 
practices to explore the anxious 
feelings that can come up when 
talking about racism.  The book, 
“Ferguson and Faith:  Sparking 
Leadership and Awakening 
Community,” explores social 
justice activism following the 
shooting death of Michael 
Brown.  In another book, “Rise! 
From Caged Bird to Poet of the 
People, Maya Angelou,”  author 
Bethan Hegdus puts together a 
picture-book biography that 
traces Maya’s life from her early 
days, through her work as a 
freedom fighter, to her 
triumphant rise as a poet.  You 
will note that the Reading 
Program covers two years rather 
than the traditional one-year 

program.  Velda Rose UMW has 
not yet determined which books 
in the 2021 Reading Program it 
will purchase. 

JOYFUL GIVING by Jeannine 
Reynolds, educating members for 
mission 

As we learned in the Mission u 
study on 150 Years in Mission, 
United Methodist Women and our 
foremothers have used the 
“World Thank Offering” since 
1881 to give thanks for our 
blessedness and to share it with 
others.  Impacted by their study of 
the kingdom of God, they 
understood that the Creator 
wanted to use them in the 
process of making the world more 
like it should be for all people, 
both at home and abroad. 

 REMARKS BY BILLIE LARIME, 
UMW PRESIDENT 

God Bless the UMW of Velda Rose 
that empowers others to be 
advocates and leaders on behalf 
of women, children and youth all 
around this wonderful 
world.  AMEN 
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Church News 

Lessons from the Library 

Disconnecting from change doesn’t 
recapture the past. It loses the 
future… 

 

When you help someone else up the 
hill, you are closer to the top 
yourself… 

 

The older you get, the more important it is to not 
act your age… 

 

Happy New Year everyone. We hope you are safe 
and healthy and are looking forward to seeing each 
other at Velda Rose sometime in 2021. 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

First one of our 5 day/month waste-
less plan. Organize your trash.  
 

The first thing we must do is separate 
our trash by type. Put the items in separate containers. 
Like brown paper bags, small wastepaper baskets or 
large plastic containers, you can take it outside if you 
don’t have room in your house, to keep it from getting 
too dirty. You can set up individual trash bags for each 
type of trash to collect throughout the week. Once it is 
all laid out, ask yourself: Which bag is the biggest? Did 
you notice that you use a lot more of paper towels, 
napkins or something else? Make sure to check and 
see what can be recycled. 
 

Second of our 5 day/month waste-less plan. Make a 
zero-waste kit. 
 

Now that you are aware of what you have in your 
waste, it’s time to build your zero-waste kit: keep it 
simple, a personized collection of reusables to replace 
the single use items you use daily. Make a list of the 
items that you use every day or weekly, then identify 
the disposable ones and replace them with reusable 
items. Some items that you may replace them with 
could be something like: reusable shopping bags, 
coffee cups (real cups) cutlery, cotton rounds, straws, 
razors, produce bags, water bottles etc. etc. etc. 

Something to Think About  . . . from Richard Rohr 
from the Center for Action and Contemplation 
 

     In talking about letting go, we are really talking 
about liberation if you will. Here are the proper 
questions: What is it we need to be liberated from, 
and what is it we need to be liberated for? And 
who is the liberator? 

I think we need at least six kinds of liberation: 

1.  Inner liberation from ourselves (letting go of the 
centrality of the small self) 

2.  Cultural liberation from our biases (which 
involves letting go of the “commodity” culture 
and moving into the “personal” culture) [1] 

3.  Dogmatic liberation from our certitudes (letting 
go of the false self and discovering the True 
Self) 

4.  Personal liberation from the “system” (letting 
go of dualistic judging and opening to non-dual 
thinking) 

5.  Spiritual liberation for the Divine (some form of 
letting go happens between each stage of 
spiritual growth) 

6.  Liberation for infinite mystery (the mystery that 
what looks like falling is in fact rising), which is 
really liberation for love. 

Letting Go is Liberation 
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Look again at 
the picture... 
What do you 
see? 

Most of us see a 
black dot. We 
overlook the 
white space and 
focus on the 
one, small dot. 

Now think of 
the entire picture as representing a person’s life—it 
symbolizes the essence and totality of who a person is 
and what he has done—and the black dot denotes his 
worst moment or worst trait. Just as our eyes are 
drawn to the black dot, we often tend to focus on the 
“black dot” in people’s lives, discounting their more 
prevalent positive areas. We often judge others based 
on a single issue. 

But we shouldn’t form our opinion of someone based 
on their worst moment (she had an affair; he got fired 
from a job; he blew up during a staff meeting.) or their 
worst trait (he’s always tardy; she’s financially impru-
dent; she’s vain about her clothes.) While our observa-
tions may be accurate, it’s unfair to focus exclusively 
on them and emphasize them.     

There are two main reasons why we shouldn’t judge 
others. 

1. It’s impossible to truly understand why people act 
the way they do.  

Henry David Thoreau asked, “Could a greater miracle 
take place than for us to look through each other’s 
eyes for an instant?” It’s that difficult. Every person has 
a story; there’s a reason behind who they are and what 
they’ve done, but we’re usually not privy to that infor-
mation.  

Imagine walking through the woods and you see a dog. 
It looks cute and friendly so you approach the dog to 
pet it. Suddenly it snarls and tries to bite you. The dog 
no longer seems very cute and now you’re both afraid  

and angry. Then, the wind blows away the leaves on 
the ground and you see that the dog has one of its legs 
caught in a trap. Now, you feel compassion for the dog. 
You realize it became aggressive because of its pain 
and suffering. 

We’ve heard the adage, “Never judge another person 
until you’ve walked a mile in his shoes.” It’s good ad-
vice—try to see life from another person’s perspec-
tive—and it essentially eliminates judging others be-
cause it’s impossible to truly experience someone 
else’s life. You can’t “walk in someone’s shoes” for a 
few feet much less a mile. The moral is: Don’t judge. 

2. All of us need grace. 

Someone has suggested: Don’t judge someone just be-
cause they sin differently than you. 

In Matthew 7, Jesus says, “Do not judge, or you too will 
be judged.” Then he tells an anecdote to explain why: 
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 
brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 
own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 
take the speck out of your eye’ when all the time there 
is a plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clear-
ly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” The 
key word in the story is hypocrite.  

Jesus is exposing a blind, ignorant, hypocritical, self-
righteous judging that overlooks one’s own faults and 
focuses on the sins of others. His anecdote is intention-
ally extreme and a bit humorous: There are two dudes 
working in a woodshop. One guy looks at the other guy 
and says with a mixture of disdain and contempt, and 
with a smirk, “You nincompoop, you’ve got some saw-
dust in your eye. Come here and I’ll help you with that 
problem.” All the while he’s got a two-by-four sticking 
out of his own eye. 

I think it’s part of the dark side of our human nature: 
It’s easy for us to see other people’s faults but we’re 
blinded to our own.   

Of course, there’s a need for balance relative to recog-
nizing and responding to right and wrong. In society 

Don’t Judge Someone by Their Worst Moment or Their Worst Trait 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Upper Room  Access and Current Pantry Needs 

 

This month, VRUMC’s Food Pantry could use: 

 

 * Cereal  

 * Spaghetti pasta 

 * Spaghetti sauce 

 * Canned tuna 
 

 * Canned chicken 

  
 
Please bring these food items to the Pantry   
Monday or Thursdays between 9:15 & 11:30 
AM.  

Here comes the new year!  And all God’s children said “AMEN!!”   With a new year comes new 
opportunities and new challenges.  I am very pleased that Pastor Larry and Pastor Daniel have truly 
provided great, comfortable worship experiences where we can continue to pray together, to do 
responsive readings together and even sing together – as loud as we want!  When you see either pastor, 

please tell them “Thanks!!” 

 

The only thing missing now is the chance to shake hands, give a hug, and the personal engagement we had with 
each other.  Yes, this is a very important part of worship and will happen again in due time!  For now, we really 
need to take care of each other, as Christ has told us to do. 
 

Many thanks to Mary Ellen Loose, our Director of Music Arts!  She has been fantastic getting special artists for 
us in worship, and Musical Gifts of Inspiration these past several months.  Also thanks to our organist, Robert 
Richter for his great music.  Finally, thanks to Ron Roberts, our recording engineer, and Ron Roberts, our video 
editor.  Both have put in an enormous amount of time with the worship services, Meditations and Musical Gifts 
of Inspiration. 
 

If you are interested in Singing in the Choir, please let me know.  Also if you have experience ringing handbells 
and would like to join our Canterbury Carillon, please let me know.  I’ll let you know when we can start again. 
 

As we approach the new year, let us be thankful for what we do have and what we can do, and to not worry 
about what we don’t have or what we cannot do.  Let God worry about that for us!  Let us all be safe and help 
each other to be well. 
 

Love and blessings to all, 
 

Doug 

 

Douglas J. Benton 

January/February 2021 UPPER 
ROOMS: Mail Delivery, or Subscribing 
Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a message 
with your name and address. (Please 
do not come to the office.) 

 

If you’d prefer to read a digital version, go online to 
upperroom.org/devotionals, where you will be able to 
access the daily devotionals free for 30 days. (After that 
initial time period, you will receive an offer to subscribe for 
$1.99 a month.) 
 
 
 

    Bells & Voices                   Doug Benton 

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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Don Sakshaug 12/6/20 

Jean Sakshaug 12/16/20 

 
On behalf of the Velda Rose UMW, we want to 
thank all of those who donated items or money 
so we could fill the 500 Christmas stockings with 
lots of good things.  Thank you to all the 
volunteers that help stuff and deliver the 500 
Christmas stockings. Special thanks to Carol 
Tadden's group of ladies that hand painted the 
500 Christmas stockings given to the UMW to fill 
and distribute.  The stockings were distributed 
on December 8th to Sousa Elementary, Taft 
Elementary, Jefferson Elementary and Stevenson 
Elementary.  Together we made 500 children 
have a happier Christmas.  Blessings to 
all.  Merry Christmas.  - Arlene Oisten, 
Chairperson of the UMW Christmas Stocking 
Program.  

Annual Christmas Stocking Project  

 Don’t Judge Someone by Their Worst… continued 

and in our personal relationships, we need reasonable and fair laws, expectations, and boundaries, and sensi-
ble responses to violators. I’m not going to address that important topic here because it may distract from my 
main point.  

Referring back to the picture at the top of this post, instead of obsessing on the black dot (people’s foibles), 
let’s train ourselves to do the opposite—focus on people’s best moments and their best attributes. And hope-
fully they will extend to us the same grace.  

- Don McMinn, Reflections on Life and Leadership  donmcminn.com 



 

11 

  

 

William & Jean Corkill           1/26 

Richard & Virginia Williams      1/29 

 

 

 

 

 

 Paula & Seini Latu              1/21 

   

 

 

 

Connie Zimmerman          1/1 

Phyllis Dunn                  1/3 

Melisa Ika                1/3 

Fern Killgrove          1/3 

Richard Nixon       1/3 

Marilyn Colby         1/4 

Geraldine Misch     1/8 

Leona Vander Vorsete- 
Schott           1/8 

 

John Burley             1/12 

Robert Lane              1/12 

Clifford Lowum          1/12 

Rita McDaniel      1/12 

Ashleigh Orr      1/12 

Patricia Schmitt        1/13 

Gene Clabaugh      1/14 

Paula Latu          1/14 

 

Carol Ball              1/16 

Joyce Damon       1/16 

Suzi Reed       1/16 

Diane Fischer        1/17  

MaryAnn Little         1/17 

Gayle Ottman      1/17 

Judith Dunn          1/18 

Lois Rowe               1/18 

Jordan Robert Vance  1/19 

Kristi Ann Anderson    1/21 

Tom McMahon     1/21 

Sherman Roose     1/21 

Harold Hartley         1/22 

Norma Winslow             1/25 

Robert Maumatapule     1/26 

Richard Miller                 1/27 

Deirdre Poyer              1/30 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, January 12, 2021. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org  
with your newsletter articles. 

 

 
NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM 

and Sunday morning services at 9:30 AM at 
facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  

or on the church website: 
veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 


