
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 14, Issue 5 May 2021 

 
           If you are at all like me, you have probably 
become incredibly frustrated with the political rancor 
of our times. The acrimony and bitterness that is 
expressed tears at the very heart and soul of our 
country. It pours over even 
into the life of the church. In 
the midst of needed 
diversity and the ability of all 
persons to be able to both 
express and listen to 
different points of view - a 
hallmark of democracy - we 
seem to have forgotten who 
we are!  
 
     The Judeo-Christian 
tradition takes us to some of 
the essentials that we need 
to reclaim.  The Bible 
teaches that relationships 
are of paramount 
importance in our lives. We 
are all “related” because 
God has created all of us in “His image.”  Thus, we are 
connected to one another and to a common source.  
The moral and ethical framework of the Bible is based 
on that assumption.  God works in and through His 
creation to achieve His purposes.  Our Creator tells us 
who he is rather than what he is.  God is many things, 
but God is without a doubt in relationship with his 
creation. The Bible teaches that God knows us and 
cares about us, and we are made to be in relationship 
with Him and with each other.   
 
     The church in Corinth gives us some big clues about 
how we should handle conflicts. This church is gifted, 
but obstinate and divided.  Paul is struggling to help 
the young Christians understand how they are to 
relate to one another. The historical situation that the 

Corinthian Christians dealt with, namely the issue 
about eating food that had been sacrificed to idols, 
has long since passed from history. Yet the underlying 
principles still challenge our decisions and actions.    
 
     Within the pagan temple premises, Paul ordered 
Christians not to eat meat that had been sacrificed to 

idols. Yet Paul did not have a 
problem with eating food 
left over from these cultic 
practices that had come into 
the market places or public 
dining halls. Here was the 
problem: in the Corinthian 
Church, there were a 
number of “weaker” 
Christians who believed that 
eating food offered to idols 
anywhere was a sin. To 
make matters worse, there 
were some in the Church 
that arrogantly belittled the 
so called “weaker” 
Christians because of their 
beliefs.  These “stronger” 
Christians arrogantly argued 

that the idols were nonexistent; and, therefore, the 
sacrificial food was fine to eat.   
 
          It is this situation in the Church that helps 
expose Paul’s ethics.  Paul agrees that the food 
offered to idols is not contaminated, but he wants the 
Christians who claim to be “knowledgeable” not to 
flaunt their more enlightened point of view. The great 
Apostle does not stop at this point. He goes on to 
argue that when the more spiritually aware Christians 
eat the food offered to idols, then the “weaker” 
Christians might follow their lead, even though it is in 
violation of their conscience.  Paul says that to go 
against one’s conscience is a sin.  Thus, by their claim 
to “knowledge,” the stronger believers were causing 
the weaker believers to stumble.  

What Kind of Love Changes the 
World? By Pastor Larry  

(Continued on page 2) 
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     What Kind of Love Changes the World? continued 

          Paul is willing to lay aside his freedom in Christ 
so that a weaker brother or sister would not fail in 
their Christian calling.  He is willing to suspend, as it 
were, his own principle of spiritual “liberty” to 
accommodate the narrow and over-scrupulous 
tendencies of the “weaker” Christians. He is willing 
to not let his superior knowledge be used in any way 
so as to become a burden on those less mature in 
the Faith. 
 
Paul’s actions provide insight 
into how God expects 
Christians to relate not only 
to one another, but to non-
Christians as well.  In 1 
Corinthians 8:1, Paul says 
this: “Knowledge puffs up, 
but love builds up.”  The 
sharp distinction between 
knowledge and love reveals 
the dire spiritual condition of 
the Corinthian Church. Many 
of the believers were more 
interested in acting on what 
they believe is their 
“superior” knowledge than in acting out the 
standards of God’s love. 
 
     From Paul’s perspective, to live and relate to one 
another only through knowledge alone is to 
completely miss the point about living the Christian 
life.  “What really matters is to be known by God, to 
be called,” Paul suggests, “and the evidence of 
Christian calling is love for God, which leads to 
selfless, not selfish, living.”  (Preaching The Revised 
Common Lectionary, Year B, Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Abingdon, 1993, p. 134).   
 
     The word that Paul uses for love is the Greek 
term, agape, and it describes a love that is based on 
making a deliberate choice by the one who loves 
rather than the worthiness of the one who is loved. 
This kind of love does not follow our normal 
tendencies as human beings.  It is a giving, expect-
nothing-in-return kind of love.  It is the kind of love 

that God is said to have for every human being, and 
it is the action that Jesus calls us to when he said, 
“Love your enemies and pray for those who curse 
you.” (Matthew 5:44)  Agape is a choice to seek the 
highest good possible for another human being.  
Paul recognizes its importance in relationships 
because it reflects the kind of love God has for us.  
We are to model that love in our lives.  
      
     What Paul teaches the Corinthians is relevant for 

our lives today.  You and I 
are free in Christ; but our 
freedom needs to be rooted 
in love.  Our way of relating 
to others, Christian or non-
Christian, comes from an 
awareness of God’s 
unconditional love for us and 
our responsibility to love 
others.  Our ethics are not to 
be based on knowledge, 
“special” gifts, education, or 
doctrine.  In fact, these 
things can, as Paul 
discovered, lead one group 

to behave toward another group in a patronizing, 
judgmental, condescending, and dehumanizing way.   
 
     The writer of Ephesians says: “I… beseech you to 
walk worthy of the calling with which you were 
called, with all  humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one  another in love, making 
every effort to maintain the unity  of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just 
as you were called to the one hope of your calling, 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and  
Father of all…” (Ephesians 4:3-4).  
 
     In the contemporary culture of conflict and 
division, it is important to take a deep breath and 
remember who we are as Christians, and to whom 
we belong! One Lord! The Christ in me will not fight 
the Christ in you! 
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 May’s Online Messages & Meditations  

Access online services/videos at veldarose.org,  
or on our Facebook page at 

facebook.com/veldaroseumc/ 

Sunday  
Services 

In-person and 
livestreaming 

at 9:30 AM   

 

Sunday, May 2 
 

How Are We Connected? 
Acts 8:26-40; John 15:1-8 
Pastor Larry and Pastor Daniel 
 

Sunday, May 9: Mother’s Day 
 

Why Not Me? 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; 10:44-48 

Pastor Larry and Pastor Daniel  
 

Sunday, May 16: Ascension Sunday 
  
 

Opened Their Minds To… 
Luke 24:44-53; Psalm 93:1-5 
Pastor Daniel and Pastor Larry 

Sunday, May 23: Day of Pentecost  
 

What Does Pentecost Really Mean? 
Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 
Pastor Larry and Pastor Daniel 
 

Sunday, May 30: Trinity Sunday  
 

How… After Having Grown So Old? 
John 3:1-17; Psalm 29:1-11 
Pastor Daniel and Pastor Larry 
  

10:00 AM 
Wednesday  

Online  
Meditations 

May 5 Meditation 
 

The Power of God’s Love 
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; 10:44-48 

Pastors Larry and Daniel 
 
 

May 12 Meditation 

 

Tomorrow Begins Today 
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:1-9 

Pastors Daniel and Larry 
 
 
 
 

May 19 Meditation 

 

The Power of the Advocate 
Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27; 
16:4b-15 

Pastors Larry and Daniel 

 
May 26 Meditation 
 

Whom Shall I Send? 
Isaiah 6:1-8; Romans 8:12-17 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 
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    Then, After We Pray?                   Pastor Daniel 

In his last meal with the disciples, Jesus gave us the gift of 
His Supper.  Gathered with his disciples, he instructs them 
to join him as he speaks the following words: this bread, 
take and eat, it is my body broken for you.  And now, take 
and drink this, for it is my blood shed for you. After this, 
Jesus removed himself from the supper table seeking for 
some “time alone with God.”  Jesus leads the disciples out 
to the Garden of Gethsemane and invites them to find their 
own quiet place as they also, should seek God in 
prayer.  Knowing that things are about to get worse, Jesus 
needs an intimate moment with the Father before things 
go downhill.  After his time in prayer, Jesus is ready to face 
what is to come. 
 

Just as Jesus is finishing his time in prayer, the guards from the Temple and Judas Iscariot enter the 
garden.  Judas betrays him with a kiss. The disciples scatter and run off into the darkness. Peter follows from a 
distance, only to deny ever knowing Jesus and then, the rooster crows.  After hearing this, Jesus knows his 
best friend has denied him three times.  Hanging on the cross, his body beaten, nails piercing his wrists and 
feet, a crown of thorns pushed onto his head, the Chief Priests and the Scribes glory in their victory and mock 
Jesus. “He saved others he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross 
now, so that we may see and believe.”  
 
I ask, what would have happened if Jesus decided, he had had enough?   What if he did come down from the 
cross and walked back to the Temple and confronted Pontius Pilate?   What if Jesus, with his twelve legions of 
angels, took to task those who whipped and mocked the Son of God?  Then what?  You and I... we know what 
happened, we know the story.  He chose to remain on the cross for you and me.  He had his heart and mind 
on us as he hung on that cross.   
 
The God we worship doesn’t want to leave us as we are, but to continually transform us. That is never an easy 
and often an uncomfortable process. But let’s prepare ourselves to tell the church’s story by reminding us that 
there is a God who guides us, who calls us, who claims us, and who loves us. Let’s be reminded that we are 
made new in the Spirit, continually renewed in the Spirit, as we seek to make disciples of ourselves and the 
world. 
 
These are the days when it is particularly important to practice the Spiritual Disciplines that help us connect 
with and stay in love with God— prayer, worship, bible study & private devotions, helping those in need, 
meditation, and sharing in the communion.  Knowing that at times, our lives will experience difficult seasons, 
difficult people, or moments of uncertainty; may we follow the example of Jesus and seek to find an intimate 
moment with God.  Perhaps, after our time in prayer, we will be ready to face what is to come.  
 
People need community; loneliness is an epidemic in our society. And while you can find community almost 
anywhere, what we have at Velda Rose is a community that is centered around grace—the unearned, 
unending, unconditional love of God.  Retired Bishop Looney once said, “let’s not forget that people fall in love 
with the community of Jesus before they fall in love with Jesus.”  
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Easter Sunday at Velda Rose was greatly enhanced by two special songs:  "Christ 
the Lord Is Risen Today" and "Crown Him With Many Crowns".  A very special 
thanks to Doug Benton who arranged both pieces for brass, organ, piano and 
timpani.  Here are the stories behind those two songs. 
 
"Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" 
Text:    Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 
Music:  Anonymous 
 

This wonderful composition is a Christian hymn associated all over the world with Easter. Most of the 
stanzas were written by Charles Wesley, and the hymn appeared under the title "Hymn for Easter Day" 
in Hymns and Sacred Poems by Charles and John Wesley in 1739. The hymn eventually became well 
known for the "Alleluia" sung as a melisma after each line, which was added by an unknown author, 
probably to fit the commonly used hymn tune, "Easter Hymn". It remains a traditional processional hymn 
on Easter Sunday.  The composition of "Christ the Lord Is Risen Today" originally consisted of eleven 
verses of four lines, which were later reduced to six.  
 
"Crown Him With Many Crowns" 
Text:     Matthew Bridges & Godfrey Thring 
Music:  Sir George Job Elvey 
 
The lyrics to this 1851 hymn, which appears in many hymnals, were written by Matthew Bridges 
and Godfrey Thring and are sung to the tune 'Diademata' by Sir George Job Elvey. The full song features 
twelve verses with two very different theological perspectives. 
 
The original six stanzas were written by Bridges who was a Catholic, and were based upon Revelations 
19:12, “...and on His head were many crowns.” 
 
Then Thring wrote six new verses because he didn't necessarily agree with the message of the popular 
hymn. The Anglican clergymen was concerned that Protestant congregations were singing Catholic 
theology.  
 
Now, the different verses are mixed and matched with three of the six more popular verses being written 
by Bridges, and three written by Thring. 
 
 
Looking Ahead..... 
 
Now that we have resumed meeting in person, we are looking ahead to get our "Infinity in Music 
Series" going again.  We are hopeful to schedule some special concerts in the fall and beyond.  We will 
keep you posted in the months ahead. 
 
We appreciate your tremendous support of our "Musical Gifts of Inspiration", our bi-weekly on-line 
concerts.  They can be seen at veldarose.org every second and fourth Tuesday morning at 11:00 AM. 

 

 VRUMC Music Arts                Mary Ellen Loose 

http://veldarose.org/
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United Methodist Women 

VELDA ROSE AWARDS FROM 
UMW EAST DISTRICT 

On January 16th, 2021, Velda 
Rose UMW received the following awards: 1.  Met 
Their Pledge.  2.  Five Star Unit.  3. Mission Today 
Award.  From the Reading Program Awards for 2020, 
the following individuals will receive 
certificates.  Plan I category in which each person 
has read 5 books:  Dorothy Grafft.   Plan II category 
has read 10 books:  Myrna Bowman, Kathy Kolbo, 
and Beverly Loftin.   Plan III category has read 15 
books:  Pat Nixon.  Plan IV category has read 20 
books:  Billie Larime.   Congratulations to us! 

UMW SPRING RETREAT-MARCH 20, 2021 “HOLY 
HUMOR” 

Grace Van Brunt and Billie Larime attended the 
Spiritual Growth Retreat with 80 plus DSW 
Conference UMW.  It was a day to help us relax, 
have fun, laugh, sing and learn the importance of 
Holy Humor in our lives.  The Zoom meeting was led 
by Rev. Ann Lyter, Scottsdale UMC.  We put on 
funny slippers and shared clean jokes.  We laughed a 
lot and enjoyed each other. 

ZOOM MISSION U TO BE HELD THIS SUMMER 

Registration for the three Mission u classes to be 
held this summer began in April.  If you need help to 
register, contact Billie Larime.  Each class event will 
be held on one Friday Evening/Saturday.   Each 
study is different and will cost $20 each. If you take 
all three classes, the cost will be only $50.00.  

 “Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence” 
June 25-26, 2021. “Pushout:  The Criminalization of 
Black Girls in Schools” July 23-24, 2021.  “Bearing 
Witness in the Kin-dom” August 13-14.     

MISSION RECOGNITION PINS AWARDED EARLY 

Two dedicated members of our Executive Board  at 
Velda Rose UMW have needed to move from the 
Mesa area because of health or changed 
circumstances and can no longer attend church here 
at Velda Rose.  We are recognizing these Velda Rose 

members with a mission pin and a gift to mission 
work in their names.  Sharon Soboski has moved to 
Queen Creek because of health reasons.  We will 
miss her as our coordinator for the name tags and 
reservations for UMW Unit lunches.  Likewise, Eileen 
Bergquist has long served on the Executive UMW 
Board.  She represented us at the Church Women 
United of Mesa meetings.   Eileen has had to move 
back to Illinois to be nearer her relatives.  Thank you 
both for your service! 

RESPONSE (the magazine of women in mission) 
submitted by Mary Killgrove, Program Resources 
for Velda Rose UMW 

An article entitled “Knitting a Better Future” in the 
march/April Response magazine concerns the lives 
of indigenous women in La Paz, Bolivia.  There you 
can find the Methodist Women’s Federation (known 
as FEFEME), a global partner of United Methodist 
Women supported by members’ Mission Giving. This 
organization helps give the women in La Paz the 
skills for financial self-sufficiency.  It holds about 18 
workshops per year and the main focus of the 
workshops is to help women learn the skills of 
sewing and knitting.  Much of the funding from 
UMW supports sewing machines and material for 
the workshops.  Between 650 and 700 women 
participate each year.  Let us continue to support 
Mission Giving so that the women of Bolivia 
continue to have access to these life-changing 
workshops. 

UMW READING PROGRAM FOR 2021/2022 

I recommend the following book DANGLING: I MAY 
HAVE CANCER, BUT CANCER DOESN’T HAVE 
ME!  Written by Amy Carr.  This is an enjoyable read 
with a great message for all of us as we face disease 
and trying times.  Have you wondered how such a 
trial could change your life for the better?  This is a 
personal story about how God teaches life-changing 
lessons.  Contact Pat Nixon should you want to read 
this book. 

(Continued on next page) 
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Church News 

Lessons from the Library  

“The easiest way to grow as a person 
is to surround yourself with people 
who are smarter than you.” 

 

“When you harbor bitterness, 
happiness will dock elsewhere.” 

 

“A dog is loved by old and young; he wags his 
tail and not his tongue.” 

 

May 2nd is Brothers and Sisters Day. Hug your 
siblings and tell them you love them.  

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Once upon a time 
there was a banana 
who belonged with a 
very good group of 

bananas. But one day someone came 
along and snapped him off.  Separating him form 
the rest of his bunch. The rest of this story is not 
very pretty… 

 

He was considered a lonely banana without a 
bunch of others or even a mate. Unless you live in 
a native banana land, they have a very hefty 
carbon footprint. So, relocation was out of the 
question. To help combat this problem BUY THE 

LONELY ONES… They are usually thrown out at the 
end of the night by the grocers. It was so dark and 
lonely in that trash bin. Dirty too. He knew what 
was coming and prepared himself for his demise. 
 

The moral of this story is, please don’t waste food. 
Even if you need more than one banana you can 
buy several lonely ones. Save food, help us 
accomplish “Zero food waste” The Earth will thank 
you. So will all the hungry people. 
 
Reminder, our Earth Day Celebration (50th and 
51st) will be celebrated in November this year. 
Hope to see you there.  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH MESSAGE FROM LINDA MUNSIL, EAST DISTRICT 

“Acknowledge others when they act courteously, when they show you tenderness, and perform loving 
acts.  Acknowledge others when they do more than is expected of them.  Know that God is watching and 
approving of every kind deed we attempt to do.” 

CLOSING REMARKS BY BILLIE LARIME, UMW PRESIDENT VELDA ROSE 

Some humor from Bob Newhart “When it’s all over, you go to heaven and God says, ‘What did you do?’ ‘I 
made people laugh.’ “ 

 United Methodist Women, continued 

If you are interested in becoming a member of 
Velda Rose United Methodist Church, or want 
to learn more about the United Methodist 
Church, you are cordially invited to attend a 
new member orientation, Thursday May 20th, 
from 6:00-8:30 PM.  
 

We will discuss aspects of United Methodist 
history, beliefs, and polity. We will also learn 
about the history of Velda Rose. There will be 
plenty of time for questions! Your pastors will 
lead the class. A light meal will be served.  
 

Please call contact the Church Office if you 
would like more information, and let us know if 
you will be attending no later than Friday, May 
14th. 

 
 

New Member Class 
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How great is it to be back worshipping in person again?!?  Words cannot adequately describe the 
feeling I had playing “All Glory Laud and Honor” - the Hymn of Celebration on Palm Sunday - with 
the congregation singing with their full hearts and souls!!  Wow!  Just Wow! 
 
As we progressed through Holy Week with Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, worship was a 

whole new experience.  Then came Easter!  Oh My!  I was thrilled beyond expectation to play my setting of 
“Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” with the Agape Brass and Timpani - and an awesome congregation - especially 
at the 9:30 service with a “full house”!  I haven’t had that kind of experience since I retired from Gold Canyon 
United Methodist Church in 2019 and never really expected to have that kind of experience again!  So, thank 
you all who came and so greatly raised your voices to sing gloriously to our Lord!!  Again, Wow!!  
 
I was also very glad to be a part of the Canterbury Carillon Quintet ringing an original piece of music for Easter, 
by my very good friend, Jason W. Krug - “Alive!”  I was indeed very pleased with our presentation, especially 
given the short amount of time we had to prepare it.  Velda Rose has some excellent handbell ringers!!  Thanks 
to Mary Ellen Loose, Deb Norris, Terri Caves and Roger Kennedy for letting me ring with you!!  Indeed, I will 
remember this Easter for a very long time!! 
 
We have decided to not bring back the Choir yet since so many have left, and some many more decided not to 
travel this year to Mesa.  I hope we will all get together again in the fall.   
 
During the summer, I hope is to continue with handbells with whomever we have available to ring - even if it is a 
solo by yours truly.  If there are any experienced handbell ringers here reading this, please let me know. We 
would love to have you ring with us when you can.  I also hope to have a “full handbell choir” in the fall. 
 
I want to especially thank our excellent Director of Music Arts, Mary Ellen Loose, and Organist, Robert Richter 
for their support and invitation to make music with bells, voices, and even occasionally with organ.  My hands 
are very arthritic now, so I cannot play what I used to play, but I can still play some things, and I appreciate the 
opportunity to play occasionally on the Musical Gifts of Inspiration.  My sincere thanks to Mary Ellen and 
Robert!   
 
I hope everyone takes some time to enjoy the Gifts of Musical Inspiration offerings on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays 
of each month at 11:00 am.  That is when they premier, but, of course, anyone can listen to any of these at any 
time through our website <veldarose.org> on either YouTube or Facebook.  Thank you, Mary Ellen, for putting 
this together for us.  She started this last fall.  What a blessing this is for all of us! 
 
I hope we all take time this summer to go someplace where we can enjoy some of the beauty that our God has 
given to us.  I also hope we take good care to be well and to stay safe! 
 
Love and blessings to all, 
 
Douglas J. Benton 
Bellmaster and Choral Director  

 Bells & Voices                     Doug Benton 

http://veldarose.org/
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Upper Room  Access and Current Pantry Needs 

 

In May,  VRUMC’s Food 
Pantry could use: 

 

 * Cereal  

 * Canned tuna 

 

 * Spaghetti pasta 
 

 * Spaghetti sauce 

 * Bottled Water 

Please bring these food items to the Pantry   
Monday or Thursdays between 9:15 & 11:30 
AM.  
 

May/June 2021 UPPER ROOMS: 
Mail Delivery, or Subscribing 
Online 

If you would like a hardcopy of the 
Upper Room, we will mail it to you! 
Simply email Jessica 
at officeadmin@veldarose.org 
 OR call the office and leave a 
message with your name and 
address.  
 

If you’d prefer to read a digital 
version, go online to upperroom.org/devotionals, where 
you will be able to access the daily devotionals free for 30 
days. (After that initial time period, you will receive an offer 
to subscribe for $1.99 a month.) 
 
 
 

   Have an Out-of-Body Experience          Don McMinn 

I  enjoy select Latin and Greek words and phrases be-
cause they say a lot in few syllables. They’re even more 
condensed and succinct than poetry. Here’s a term I re-
cently learned that’s provided food for thought: ekstasis.  
 

From the Ancient Greek, έκ-
στασις (ex-stasis), it means to be 
or stand outside (from ex-: out, 
and stasis: stand). In philosophy it 
means being outside of oneself—
to see oneself from the outside. 
To be self-aware. 
 

Self-awareness is an indispensa-
ble skill for developing emotional 
and social intelligence. Without it 
we are unaware of how our lives 
affect other people.  
 

One way to see ourselves as oth-
ers see us is to have trusted 
friends who will honestly and candidly tell us what they 
observe about our behavior in social settings.  
 

But we should also develop the skill of self-observation. 
Let’s learn how to have an out-of-body experience in 
which we’re observing ourselves in particular situations 

with the same objectivity that an uninvolved bystander 
would have. We then “hear” what and how we’re speak-
ing. We “see” ourselves in the context of time and space, 
observing ourselves from a factual, nonemotional per-

spective. When we get “outside of our-
selves” we’re able to see ourselves 
more clearly. 

 

Recently, I was unkind to a Firestone 
service advisor because I thought he 
was being unreasonable. Later that 
day, I mentally went “ekstasis” and 
tried to visualize what that scene must 
have looked like to others who were 
present. I was embarrassed at what I 
“saw.”  
Recently, I took the time to visit with a 
member of our custodial staff at the 
church. We had a good conversation in 
the hallway. I later heard that those 

few minutes meant a lot to him. I had been una-
ware of how my words encouraged him so much. 
Later, a moment of ekstasis helped me under-
stand the positive impact of spending a few 
minutes with someone who is outside my normal 
sphere.  

mailto:officeadmin@veldarose.org
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We want you all to know that we are evolving the protocols for in-person 
worship. 
  
With our attendance seeing its typical seasonal decline, we will start 
reducing the ominous barriers that might affect peoples' spirits. This 
Sunday we will remove the ribbons that divide pews, but retain those that 
block whole pews, mostly every other pew. This will orient ourselves to 
practicing personal responsibility in maintaining the 6'social distance as you 
are seated. 
  
If all goes well, we plan to remove all of the ribbons for worship beginning 
on May 9th. 
  

Further, we will target June 6 to cease temperature checks, as outside temps will start being high enough to 
easily cause a person's body temp to exceed 100° after walking from the parking lots. We emphasize that you 
should worship remotely if you don't feel well. 
  
We will set up a sign in/check in procedure for recording attendance, and contact tracing if necessary. 
  
We will have to continue the mask requirement, as guidance suggests we need 25 feet distancing for singing; 
we will address this protocol as CDC Guidelines evolve. 

New Protocols Ease Restrictions For Worship 

Trudy Inglebright  3-30-21 

Ralph Ketron  4-4-21 
 

Joan Hartke 
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Howard & Cori Orr       5/3 

Walter Schott & Leona Vander Vorste Schott    5/5         

Richard & Allen   Staneart    5/14 

Paul & Cynthia  Borneman   5/29   

Joan Most     5/1 

Victoria Marin-Unruh   5/5 

Marcus Bentley    5/6 

Barbara Squier    5/7 

Milt Holec      5/8 

Jan Leith      5/8 

Arlene Oisten     5/9 

Moki Liku      5/10 

P.J. Hendricks    5/11 

Donna Collins     5/12 

Ann Macha     5/12 

Betty Sayers    5/13 

Dick Mendrop     5/14 

Debra Norris    5/14 

Marj Troute      5/15 

Karen Oakes    5/16 

Peter Post      5/18 

Dick Gissel     5/20 

Barbie Van Hoy    5/21 

Hazel Boyd     5/22 

Marie Pettegrew   5/22 

Alan Bergman    5/23 

Becky Blodgett-Knight 5/24 

Cal Walters     5/24 

Steve Schmuki    5/25 

Barbara Bomgaars  5/27 

Arlene Rhoades    5/27 

Jeanette Hawley    5/28 

Terry Manley     5/28 

John Inglebright   5/29 

Paula Kaipelea   5/30 

    

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 
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Items considered must be  

submitted by  
Tuesday, May 11, 2021. 

 
Please e-mail Jessica at  

officeadmin@veldarose.org  
with your newsletter articles. 

 

 NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Robert T. Hoshibata, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM, 

and 9:30 AM Sunday morning services in-person 
and online at  

facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  
or on the church website: 

veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 


