
 

  

Vision The 
“For the VISION is for the days yet to come.” Daniel 10:14 Volume 14, Issue 12 December 2021 

Where Do You Meet God?    

     The Biblical account of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-

12) is a narrative that has become a part of the 
Christmas tradition. The story is told with majesty, 
reverence, and with a sense of intrigue. Historians 
and Bible scholars tell us 
that these travelers 
were probably Persian 
astrologers, perhaps 
from Babylon. There is 
also a good chance that 
they were followers of 
the Zoroastrian religion, 
a belief system that had 
been in existence for 
several hundred 
years.  The Hebrews, 
who had lived in 
Babylon after the exile, 
were no doubt impacted 
by the teachings of this religion. But this also 
meant that Persian Zoroastrians had been 
exposed to the teachings of Judaism. The idea of 
Persian astrologers coming from the East, men 
acquainted with the idea of the birth of a Jewish 
Messiah, a messianic hope, is not at all far-
fetched. 
 

     The Magi make their journey, one that may 
well have taken two or three years. It is a journey 
filled with risk, uncertainty, curiosity, and no 
guarantees. Yet they believe there is “truth” in the 
Jewish hope. Courting possible disaster with 
Herod the Great, they ultimately find the young 
Child, and fall down and joyously worship him, 
presenting gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
The most curious element in the whole story is 
that what guides the Magi to the location of the 

Christ Child is a “star” that moves before them, 
showing them the way.  
 

     This story is like a diamond that, when moved 
in the light of the sun, reflects the brilliance of 
many rich ideas. It is a story that sparks the 

imagination, and 
inspires faith and 
commitment. 
 

     At the very core of 
the story is the belief 
that God’s promises to 
Israel, of an heir to 
David’s throne, even 
one like unto Moses, is 
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
More than any other 
Gospel writer, Matthew 
ties the birth of Jesus to 
the fulfillment of Old 
Testament passages. 

The “star” that brings the Magi is reminiscent 
of  Numbers 24:17, where we read of the 
messianic hope: “. . . a star shall come out of 
Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel . . .”  
      

     Here is another interesting fact about the story 
of the Magi. They are gentiles, and they show an 
early positive reaction to God’s work in Jesus 
Christ. They are curious, inquisitive, tenacious, 
reverent, and even, in the sense that they ignore 
Herod’s directive, are disobedient. They are 
precursors of later Gentiles who will gladly receive 
the Gospel. They, too, who will be devoted, 
compliant, persistent, and who, at times, will also 
lovingly disobey civil and religious authorities for 
the sake of their Christ.   
 

     Note the contrast between the Kings. Herod is 
(Continued on page 2) 
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the designated King of the Jews by the Romans. 
Herod actually seems to perceive God’s plan 
about the birth of the Messiah, but seeks to know 
the birth place only to forward his own selfish 
intentions and to destroy God’s Anointed One. 
The other King, Jesus, is first called King of the 
Jews by the Magi, then later by Pontius Pilate at 
Jesus’ trial, and ultimately by believers. He is born 
to fulfill God’s will, and will live and die in full 
commitment to that end.  
 

     Then there is the 
mystery of the “star.” 
What was the “star” of 
Bethlehem? Was it an 
astronomical event 
called a “conjunction,” 
an occurrence wherein 
two or more stars or 
planets appear to 
converge in one spot 
simultaneously in the 
sky? Is it only a 
metaphor for a deeper 
spiritual truth?  
 

     What we cannot miss, from the Biblical point 
of view, is the cosmic dimension of God’s 
revelation in Jesus Christ. The “star” discloses the 
birth of a Savior for all humankind, and that birth 
is a dramatic manifestation of God’s power! 
Where does all this bring us in our Christian walk? 
What do the Magi have to do with Taco Bell, daily 
schedules, paying the rent, and cleaning up the 
yard? After all, is not this a story that belongs to 
another day in another world? It is the quest of 
the Magi, right? Yes, it is indeed, their quest. 
However, the truth is that their quest is not unlike 
our journey. 
 

     Where do we meet God on our journey? The 
story of the Magi compels us to look more deeply 
into the “epiphanies” of our own lives. We need 
to discover, like the Magi, what roads God calls us 
to embark upon. There were many “stars” in the 
sky. The Magi followed only one, and that one led 

to the Christ. There were “other stars” that could 
be followed. We have often heard it said that we 
should “follow our star.” I understand what that 
phrase means, and I believe it is an affirmation of 
each person’s uniqueness and potential. Yet we 
have to make choices about which “stars” to 
which we will give our passion and commitment.  
 

     The star that caught the Magi’s attention was 
there for everyone to see. Only a few, however, 

caught a glimpse of the 
divine activity. For 
those who could “see” 
God’s epiphany, there 
came the opportunity 
to embrace a new King. 
The Magi “saw” and 
believed. Herod “saw” 
also, but through a lens 
of selfish interests that 
were filled with greed 
and hatred of God’s 
purposes. Yet only one 
star led to the King 

who would teach about a God of peace, 
forgiveness, and love. 
 

     In the end, the Magi are called, respond, seek, 
find, and worship (not a bad model of evangelism, 
I might add). They are even “rerouted” through 
another revelation to return to “their own 
country another way” (verse 12). The question 
becomes this: As God meets us on life’s journey, 
do we follow the stars of our own or simply of 
another’s devising? Or, do we follow the star of 
Bethlehem? What do we need to do to reset our 
spiritual compass as we move through Christmas 
and look to a new year? I am speaking of more 
here than diet and exercise.  
 

     In the end, the Magi present gifts to the young 
Child. The Magi certainly could not grasp the full 
extent of the meaning of the Jewish Messiah, and 
of the eventual cosmic significance of Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. Yet we look back with a 
fuller understanding of what it all means. The 

(Continued on page 8) 
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 December’s Online Messages & Meditations  

Sunday  
Services 

Wednesday  
Online  

Meditations 

December 1 at 10:00 AM 
 

Help Is On the Way! 
Malachi 3:1-4 & Luke 1:68-79 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 

 

December 8 at 10:00 AM 
 

Discovering the Peace of God 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 

 
December 15 at 10:00 AM 
 

God Sees the Heart 
Micah 5:2-5 & Luke 1:46-55 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 

 

December 22 at 10:00 AM 
 

How Do We Capture Hope? 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Pastors Larry and Daniel 

 
December 29 at 10:00 AM 
 

You Have Been Marked With a Seal 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
Pastors Daniel and Larry 

December 5: Second Sunday of Advent 
In-person & Online at 9:30 AM  
 

Can Anything Good Come From the 
Wilderness? 
Philippians 1:3-11 & Luke 3:1-6 
Pastor Daniel 
 

December 12: Third Sunday of Advent 
In-person & Online at 9:30 AM  
 

Can’t You Be a Little More Politically Correct? 
Luke 3:7-18 
Pastor Larry 
 

December 19: Fourth Sunday of Advent 
In-person & Online at 9:30 AM  
 

A Promise Is Kept 
Luke 1:39-45 
Pastor Daniel 
 

December 26 
In-person & Online at 9:30 AM  
 

Hide and Seek 
Luke 2:41-52 
Pastor Larry 

Friday, December 24: Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
In-Person & Online at 4:00, 7:00, and 11:00 PM  
 

What Is the Right Time? 
Luke 2:1-20 
Pastor Larry 
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 Love God, Love Your Neighbor, and Yourself      Pastor Daniel 

I encourage you to take some time and read through 
Psalm 104. As you read, ponder on all that God has 
done for you and continues to do. Think of all His 
promises and how He has kept them. You will be 
pleasantly surprised how the Psalmist is able to paint a 
beautiful picture of how God is the one who creates 
and preserves us. 

Let all that I am praise the Lord.  O Lord my God, how 
great you are!  You are robed with honor and 
majesty.  You are dressed in a robe of light.  You stretch 

out the starry curtain of the heavens; you lay out the rafters of your home in the rain clouds.  You 
make the clouds your chariot; you ride upon the wings of the wind.  The winds are your messengers; 
flames of fire are your servants. 
 
Psalm 104 reminds us of God’s great glory in creating all that is and ever will be. The psalmist brings 
us the enormity of what our God has done in creation. He empowers all that is and sets the 
boundaries around it. What a magnificent God we have. It is beyond anything we could ever imagine, 
and He deserves our thanks and praise for it. God has promised to be with us throughout our earthly 
lives. Furthermore, along the way, we are encouraged to love and care for one another.  Jesus 
reminds us that at the core of the Christian life, we have two commandments: Love God and love 
your neighbor as yourself.  The Good Samaritan saw his neighbor in need and helped him, even 
though as a Samaritan and a Jew they would have instantly considered each other enemies. This is a 
powerful story and we know that we are called to love our neighbor in tangible ways, even when we 
look different from them.  
 
But what about our neighbors, the people who live next door? Some of us have great neighbors we 
love and know well. We also have neighbors we politely wave to, but don’t really know. And yet, 
some of us have neighbors who drive us crazy. This Christmas we celebrate how through Jesus’ birth 
God “moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14), and we remember that we too are sent to be the 
presence of God in our neighborhoods!  
 
So this Advent, as we prepare for God to move into our neighborhoods, what if we decided to be a 
little more intentional about loving our neighbors?  Maybe you can finally introduce yourself to that 
neighbor whose name you don’t know. Remember, the psalmist painted a beautiful picture of how 
God is the one who creates and preserves you…and your neighbor.  Let all that I am praise the Lord.   
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Resonance 
Saturday, December 4 at 7:00 p.m. 
Resonanceve.com 
 

Resonance Vocal Ensemble has missed performing and bringing beautiful music to our community since Covid 
hit. We have been working the last few months on a selection of holiday music to again bring happiness and 
joy to others. If music lights your life too, come join us at the exquisite Velda Rose as we celebrate the 
Christmas Season and look forward to brighter days ahead. 
 
Tickets are available via the website under the “events” tab, and will be sold at the door.  
Ticket Prices: $7 PER PERSON | $5 FOR SENIORS | $25 PER FAMILY 

 

Holidays with Orpheus 2021 – Velda Rose 
Tuesday, December 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
Orpheus.org/performances 
 
The Orpheus Male Chorus of Phoenix will resume live performances this fall, taking 

measures to do so as safely as we can. After a year of only performing virtually, this will be a wonderful 
opportunity to Come Re-Experience Orpheus and enjoy the unique sounds of the chorus. Orpheus Male 
Chorus presents our annual “Holidays with Orpheus” concerts. We will feature traditional and contemporary 
holiday songs along with our audience sing-a-long featuring everyone’s favorite Christmas carols.  
 
Ticket Prices:  ADULTS $25 | SENIORS & STUDENTS $20 | CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER FREE 
Masks will be required for all singers and audience members. 

 
Amahl and the Night Visitors has been cancelled. 
 

 

East Valley Chorale 
Sunday, December 12 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

50+ strong Chorale singers and orchestra proclaiming Christ’s birth through joyful Christmas music!!  The 
event is free, but if you enjoy the program, a free will offering would be gratefully accepted. Please make 
checks out to East Valley Chorale. 
 

 

https://orpheus.org/performance/holidays-with-orpheus-2021-velda-rose/
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United Methodist Women 

UMW READING PROGRAM 
FOR 2022 
 

We soon will have the books for 
2022 to check-out of the Fitch 

Library.  I hope everyone at least reads one new 
book that UMW has paid for out of the money we 
earned through the Missions’ Warehouse Sales. We 
have 13 new books.  One book looks very interesting 
to me.  Right Here, Right Now is about the practice of 
Christian Mindfulness by author Amy G. Oden. 
Christians have always practiced mindfulness.  This 
book reveals the Christian roots of mindfulness and 
the actual practices that, when reclaimed, deepen 
the life of faith and the power of our mission of love 
in the world. 
 

JOIN UMW FOR UNIT AND CIRCLE MEETINGS IN 
DECEMBER 
 

All women are invited to attend any of our 
meetings.  Our Unit meeting will be held in Moore 
Hall at 12:30 p.m. on December 9th for a Business 
Meeting (election of officers and programs for 2022) 
and an inspirational Devotional Service including a 
guest speaker from one of our UMW supported 
missions.  Bring your own refillable cup for drinks. No 
food will be served at this time. 
 

Our Circles (Esther & Naomi) will also be meeting for 
Christmas Celebrations on December 16th.  Contact 
your Circle Chair for the details. 
 

FOCUS ON MISSION OUTREACH by Jeannine 
Reynolds, mission coordinator of educating 
members for mission 
 

“Providing the means to learn and grow and witness 
in concrete terms the example set for us by Jesus 
continues today as we look at the underlying reasons 
for poverty and oppression, and then work for 
positive change that would end injustice. This 
sometimes feels like an impossible task, and requires 
perseverance, which is probably the reason that 
United Methodist Women is still a vital force in the 
United Methodist Church.” 
 

RESPONSE MAGAZINE (SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2021) 
THE MAGAZINE OF WOMEN IN MISSION by Mary 
Killgrove 
 

Page 36 of the September/October 2021 Response 

Magazine discusses UMW’s efforts to grow its 
membership.  Surveying 24,000 UMW members, 
nonmembers, and other Christian respondents, the 
data found that 80% of UMW members feel 
positively about UMW, but only 50% of nonmembers 
over 55 years old and 42% of nonmembers under 55 
share that positive feeling.  To grow and sustain 
membership, UMW encourages us to ask United 
Methodist women, who are not UMW members, to 
join the organization.  Directly ask them to share 
their time and talents.  Make them feel welcome. 
Also ask women of other denominations to 
participate in the inspiring work done by UMW.  In 
order to provide more options for women to engage 
and join UMW, a new national membership option in 
2022 will allow women to join and participate 
virtually through the national organization’s website. 
Women will be able to learn about physical units and 
events in their area such as Mission u and connect 
with local units.  Targeting 35-to 49-year-olds, UMW 
hopes these efforts to reach out to other more 
diverse women of faith will provide a place where 
women will feel welcome, empowered to act, and 
inspired to be a part of a sisterhood that is working 
for real change. 
 

UMW CONFERENCE & EAST DISTRICT ANNUAL 
CELEBRATION WAS A HIT ON ZOOM 
 

Our new Bishop Grant Hagiya was a surprise speaker 
by video at the Zoom Celebration.  Our East District 
Superintendent Susan Brims joined us for the day as 
well.  Billie Larime, our Unit President at Velda Rose, 
and Grace Van Brunt, our Spiritual Growth Leader, 
both attended and voted for our new District and 
Conference Leaders. 
 

The guest speaker Gloria Kimbwala shared her 
incredible story of police abuse against children of 
color.  We each can make the choice to love and 
respect our neighbors, visitors at our churches and 
those struggling in our communities.  Come along 
ladies, follow, and hold fast! 
 

“He alone is my rock and my salvation, He is my 
fortress, I will not be shaken.” Psalm 62:6 
 

Editor:  Billie Larime 
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Church News 

Lessons from the Library  

“Obstacles are those frightful things 
you can see when you take your 
eyes off your goals.” 
 
“If you can imagine it, you can 
achieve it. If you can dream it, 
you can become it.” 

 
“The future belongs to those who believe in the 
beauty of their dreams.” 
 

 

 
 
 

Environmental Concerns Committee 

Driving on recycled water bottles? 
WOW!     
                  

 Research has suggested that “using 
waste plastic (mostly recycled water 

bottles) in road construction helps to improve 
substantially the stability, strength, fatigue life, and 
other desirable properties of bituminous mixes 
(bitumen is the black gooey stuff extracted from crude 
oil that binds it altogether), leading to improved 
longevity and performance.” The plastic material is 
crumbled down to the size of rice grains, bagged and 
sold to construction and asphalt companies globally.  
     

One such company producing this product is 
MacRebur. According to the company’s website, every 
ton of MacRebur mix contains the equivalent of 
80,000 plastic bottles; and every kilometer of road 
paved with its product contains the weight of nearly 
750,000 plastic bags.  
 

Since this company was launched in 2016 its materials 
have gone into hundreds of miles of roads, paths, 
driveways and parking lots throughout the world. 
In the US they are establishing a presence on both 
coasts. 
 

Can’t wait until this concept hits Arizona. Wake up 
Arizona and the United States!!! 

Scottsdale UMC 
Red Mountain UMC, Mesa 
Primera Iglesia, Phoenix 
Phoenix Native American Fellowship 
Journey UMF, Maricopa 

Monthly Prayer for Churches 

Adult 
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Where Do You Meet God? continued 

most profound “epiphany” of all is the truth that God loves you 
and me. As one theologian has put it, “you are condemned to be 
loved by God.” (Paul Tillich) Even in their “limited” 
understanding, the Magi bowed and worshipped the King, and 
presented their gifts. We can certainly do no less!  
 

     Martin Luther, in writing of the gifts of the Magi, said it well. 
“Incense is a live confession, full of faith, by which we offer all 
that we have and are to God. The gift of gold is that we should 
confess Christ as King, laying aside our own esteem and the 

dictates of our reason and good intentions. The myrrh is love. Love reduces us to that nothing which we were 
in the beginning, so that we desire neither goods nor anything outside of God. This is the way of the cross by 
which we come most speedily to life.” (Roland H. Bainton, The Martin Luther Christmas Book, Philadelphia: 
Muhlenberg Press, 1948, pp. 64-65) 
 

     What is the conclusion of this story of the Magi? God meets us again and again and again, all through life. 
Our challenge is to follow the “star” that brings faith, hope, and love. In Revelation 22:16, Jesus is called the 
“bright and morning star.” It is the “Star of Bethlehem” that leads us the heart of God’s grace, even Jesus 
Christ. 
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Food Pantry items needed for our Christmas 
Holiday Gift Bags: 
 

* Small Canned Hams 

* Boxes or Bags of Mashed 
Potatoes 

* Boxes or Bags of Stuffing 

* Canned Cranberry 

* Canned Mixed Fruit 
* Small Cans of Sweet 
Potatoes 
* Canned Pie Filling 
* Pie Shells or Boxed Pie 
Shell Mixes 
 

You may bring these items on Sundays and 
place them on the shopping carts outside of 
the Sanctuary. Or, bring these items to the 
Food Pantry office on Monday & Thursdays, 
between 9:15 and 11:30 AM.  
 

The November-
December 2021 Upper 
Rooms are available in 
the Sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings, or in 
the office during office 
hours. (Pricing is still 
$1.00 for the small 
Upper Room, and 
$1.50 for large print.) 

If you are homebound 
or not able to make it 
to the campus and 
would like to receive 

the Upper Room by mail, please contact the office at 
480-832-2111 or email Jessica at 
officeadmin@veldarose.org to be put on the mailing 
list.   

A Note From Doug Benton... 

I have resigned my position as Bellmaster and Choral Director at Velda Rose UMC.  The Canterbury Carillon 
has played once or twice nearly every month since Easter, and has really done well.  We held Choir 
Rehearsals again two weeks before Easter and had only three people come for both weeks.  Needless to 
say, I was quite disappointed, but decided to try it again in the fall.  I scheduled two more Choir rehearsals 
on September 15 and 22.  This time I had two people show up for both weeks - one of which was a new 
recruit. Again, I was every disappointed! 
 
I have very much enjoyed my short time as your Bellmaster and Choral Director, and this church has been 
gracious enough to continue paying me even though I have only done half of my job since the church has 
reopened for in-person worship again.  For that I am very thankful!  However, I felt I should resign since I 
was not able to establish a Choir again.  I have very much enjoyed working with my long-time friends, Mary 
Ellen Loose, and Robert Richter, and our great Pastors Larry and Daniel, the incredible Jessica Brooks, Ron 
Roberts and Marcus!  I am very grateful to this church for your support of the Music Program.  I will 
continue to pray for great things to happen at Velda Rose United Methodist Church. 
 
In Jesus' name, love and blessings to all! - Doug Benton 

Upper Room                  December Pantry Needs 



 

10 

 

Annual Christmas Stocking Project 

Don Richardson 2/18/21 
 

Eleanor Garrison 10/24/21 
 

Charlotte Rosenberry 10/28/21 
 

Janet Durnal 11/12/21 
 

Christmas is coming sooner than we think. Again, we are 
accumulating items to fill 500 Christmas stockings for children at 4 
local elementary schools. The UMW is again supporting this project. 
As you travel, please save those unused lotions, shampoos, 
conditioners and soaps. When you go to the dentist, please ask for 
extra toothpaste and tooth brushes. McDonald happy meal toys are 
great for stocking stuffers. We appreciate your support to make less 
fortunate children have a merrier Christmas.   

 

Our total list of items needed are as follows: 
 

Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
Cereal bars 
Unused travel-sized lotions 
Unused travel-sized shampoos and conditioners 
Unused travel-sized soaps 
Individually-wrapped candies (no chocolate, please) 
Small toys for stockings 
Crayons 
Coloring books 
Small story books 
Stuffed animals (Beanie Babies size) 
Cash to purchase what we need 

Items can be left at the Women's Mission Warehouse Monday through Friday from 8 am to 11 am, or 
Sunday morning services, until Sunday, December 5. Make sure they are designated as Christmas Stocking 
Project donations. 
 

We are going to stuff the Christmas Stockings at 9:00 AM on Thursday, December 9. We should be done 
within 2 hours, so Ladies can make the UMW meeting at 12:30 PM. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Arlene Oisten. 
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Karen Taylor    12/2 

Louise Middleton   12/3 

Sonja Smith     12/4 

Georgia Fagerland  12/7 

Barbara Murray   12/8 

Janet Batuk     12/9 

Maridel Spiegeler  12/9 

Marlene Fuks    12/12 

Helen Pecha    12/13 

Gordon Pecha    12/14 

Eunice Tesoriero   12/14 

Judy Lowum     12/15 

Sylvia Morgan     12/15 

Al Schubring     12/16 

Geri Edson      12/19 

Marilyn Heckman    12/20 

Boni Lundin      12/22 

Imogene Hulett    12/23 

Anne Marie Knudson  12/23 

John Spykerman    12/24 

50+ Years 

Brenda & Ray Monks   12/10 Charles & Ruth Anne White  12/26 

James & Sherrie Bludorn  12/28 

Also Celebrating 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

Anniversaries 
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5540 E. Main Street 
Mesa, Arizona 85205-8720 
(480) 832-2111 
 
Stay connected via the church website at veldarose.org 
Or on Facebook: @veldaroseumc 
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Items considered for the  
January Vision  

must be submitted by  
Tuesday, December 7, 2021. 

 

Please e-mail Jessica at  
officeadmin@veldarose.org  

with your newsletter articles. 
 

 NEXT ISSUE 

Staff Leadership 
 

Rev. Grant J. Hagiya, Resident Bishop 
Rev. N. Susan Brims, East District Superintendent 
Rev. Dr. Larry R. Norris, Senior Pastor 
Rev.  Daniel Gómez, Associate Pastor 
Ministers, Every Member of the Congregation 

 

Join us online for our midweek devotion  
each Wednesday at 10:00 AM, 

and 9:30 AM Sunday morning services in-person 
and online at  

facebook.com/veldaroseumc/  
or on the church website: 

veldarose.org/connect/watch/ 

 

 

 

  


